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Superintendent Registrar's Claim for Fees upon Entries in the 
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B. — Account of Returns made to Registrar-General for the 
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Book, with printed Headings for Registering Letters, Notices, 
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List of Declarations made by Informants who have removed 

from Sub-District in which Birth took place . . . per quire 
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The Registration A:ct, 1874. 

To Superintendent- Registrars, and Registrars of 

Births and Deaths, 

NOW READY, 

PLACARDS OR NOTICES 

OF 

The Local Arrangements as to Attendances and Stations, 

AS REQUIRED BY THE ABOVE ACT, 

TO WHICH IS APPENDED 

A DIGEST OP THE NEW STATUTE, 

Furnishing a concise and comprehensive summary of the Duties of 

** Informants," Coroners, and others, as to the Registration of 

Births and Deaths, after ist January, 1875. 

The Form is simple and easy for reference, and well adapted for display 
on office walls, in shop windows, on church doors, or for ordinary bill-posting. 

A Specimen Copy will be forwarded by the Publishers on receipt ofl\d, in stamps, 
Frioes, with Table eto. blank, for wiitiiig or printing in looal partionlais : 

S. D. 

Per 100 ... ... ... ... ... 80 
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Frioes with local partionlais printed in, viz. : Names of Distriot and Snb-Distriot, 
Begistrar's Name and Address, Flaoes, Days, and Times of Attendance, eto« 

S. D. 

Per 100 ... ... ... ... ... 18 6 

,, 200 ... ... ... ... ... 24 6 
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Forms for filling up sent free on application. 
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PREFACE. 



Those upon whom the admmistration of parochial law 
devolves cannot on all occasions consult the Statute Book 
itself, but must depend tipon collected and annotated editions 
of Statutes bearing upon each subjett with which they are 
more particularly concerned. It is the object of this collec- 
tion of statutes relating to the Registration of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages, and the Solemnization of Marriage according 
to other usages and forms than those prescribed by the 
Church of England, to bring together in a convenient and 
portable form the whole of the Statute Law upon those 
respective subjects. 

The passing of the Births and Deaths Registration Amend- 
ment Act, 1874, has necessitated the entire revision of the first 
edition of this collection of these statutes ; and in doing so 
the Editors have eliminated all the Acts and parts of Acts on 
the subject that have been repealed, and revised the notes to 
the several sections, and added all the decisions upon them 
up to the present time. In order to facilitate reference from 
one statute to another bearing upon the same point, cross 
references have been made in the foot-notes wherever 
necessary. 

In the Appendix will be found the Circulars issued by the 
Registrar General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages since 
the passing of the Registration Law Amendment Act, 1874, 
besides other important official documents. 



IV PREFACE. 

The new Regulations of the Registrar General for Super- 
intendent Registrars and Registrars of Births and Deaths 
are published separately. 

A very full Table of Contents has been prefixed to the 

work, and the Index, which is the work of Mr. Alexander 

Glen, B.A., LL.B., Barrister-at-Law, late Scholar of Christ's 

College, Cambridge, will enable any one, without difficulty 

. or delay, to find any required part or subject 

In so far as Registrars of Births and Deaths have duties to 
discharge under the Compulsory Vaccination Acts, they are 
referred to the work on the subject of those Acts by Mr. 
Danby p. Fry, Barrister-at-Law, Assistant Secretary to the 
Local Government Board. 



W. C. G. 



5, Elm Court, Temple, 
5M January^ 1875. 
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RELATING TO THE 



REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS, 

AND MARRIAGES. 
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6 (&* 7 Wm. 4, cap. 86. 

An Act for Registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages 

in England. 

[17th August, 1836.] 

Whereas it is expedient to provide the means for a complete 
Register of the Births^ Deaths^ and Marriages of His Majesty's 
subjects in England: And whereas an Act passed in the fifty- 
second year of the reign of His late Majesty King George the 

Thirds intituled * An Act for the better regulating Parish and 
other Registers of Births^ Baptisms^ Marriages^ and Burials 
in England J and also an Act passed in the fourth year of the 
reign of His late Majesty King George the Fourth^ intituled 
* An Act for amending the Laws respecting the Solemnization 
of Marriages in England^ are insufficient for the purpose afore- 
said: Be it therefore enacted by the King^s most Excellent 
Majesty^ by cind with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and TemporcUy and Commons^ in this present Parlia- 
ment assembled^ and by the authority of the same^ That after 
th£ first day of March (i) in the year One Thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-seven so much of t/ie said Acts as relates to 
the Registration of Marriages shall be repealed (2). 



(i) "Last day of June:" see 7 Wm. 4, c. I, s. i ; which being 
"spent " is now repealed by 37 & 38 Vict. c. 35. 

(2) The whole of this section is repealed by 37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, 
s. 54, and sch. 5, post; also by 37 & 38 Vict. c. 35. 
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REGISTRATION LAWS. 



General Registry Office to he provided in London or Westminster, 

2. And be it enacted, That it' shall be lawful for His 
Majesty to provide a proper office in London or West- 
minster, to be called "The General Register Office," for 
keeping a Register of all Births, Deaths, and Marriages of 
His Majest/s subjects in* England (3), and to appoint for 
the said office under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom 
a Registrar General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in 
England, and from time to time at pleasure to remove the 
said Registrar General, and appoint some other person in 
his room (4). 

Lord Treasurer or Lords Commissioners of His Majesty* s Treasury to 

anoint Officers and fix Salary, 

3. And be it enacted. That the Lord Treasurer, or Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, or any three of 
them, or the Registrar General, subject to the approval of 
the said Lords Commissioners, shall appoint from time to 
time such officer^, clerks, and servants as they shall deem 
necessary to Carry on the business of the General Registry 
Office, and at pleasure remove them or any of them ; and 
the said Lord Treasurer or Lords Commissioners shall fix 
the salary of the Registrar General, so that the same shall 
not at any time exceed the sum of one thousand pounds 
yearly (5), and shall fix the salaries of the oQicers, clerks, 
and servants in fit proportion according to the duties they 
may have to perform. 



(3) See 3 & 4 Vict c. 92, s. 3, as to the place of deposit of non- 
parochial registers. See also 15 & 16 Vict c. 25, post, 

(4) The I Vict c. 22, s. 15, empowers the Registrar General, with 
the approval of the Treasury, to appoint an assistant to act for him 
during illness. 

(5) See 21 Vict c. 25, s. 4, post^ p. 133, which repeals the limitation 
in this Act as to the Registrar General's salary, and makes further pro- 
vision on the subject 
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Regulations for Conduct of Officers to be framed under Direction of 

Secretary of State. 

5. And be it enacted, That one of His Majesty s principal 
Secretaries of State (6), or the Registrar General with the ap- 
probation of such principal secretary ^ from time to time may 
make regulations for the management of the said Register 
Office, and for the duties of the Registrar General, clerks, 
officers, and servants of the said office, and of the Registrars, 
Deputy Registrars, and Superintendent Registrars hereinafter 
mentioned, in the execution of this Act, so that they be not 
contrary to the provisions herein contained ; and the regu- 
lations so made and approved shall be binding on the said 
Registrar General, clerks, officers, and servants, and on the 
Registrars, Deputy Registrars, and Superintendent Registrars. 

Annual Abstract of Registers to be laid before Parliament, 

6. And be it enacted. That the Registrar General shall 
send once in every year to one oi ^q principal Secretaries of 
State (7) a general abstract of the number of births, deaths, 
and marriages registered during the foregoing year, in such 
form as the said secretary from time to time shall require ; 
and every such annual general abstract shall be laid before 
Parhament within one month after receipt thereof, or after 
the meeting of Parliament. 

Districts to be formed^ and Registrars and Superintendent Registrars to 

be appointed. 4 <&* 5 Wm. 4, c. 76. 

7. And be it enacted, That the guardians of every union 
declared under the provisions of an Act passed in the fifth 
and. sixth years of His present Majesty, intituled * An Act 
for the Amendment and better Administration of the Laws 
relating to the Poor in England and Wales,* and also of 
every parish or place in which a Board of Guardians shall 
have been established under the provisions of the last-named 
Act, shall, on or before the first day of October in this year, 



(6) Now the Local Government Board ; see 34 & 35 Vict c 70, 
post^ p. 177. See also the general rule respecting the qualifications of 
Registrars of Births and Deaths in the Appendix, post. 

(7) Local Government Board, see 34 & 35 Vict, c 70, post^ p. 177. 
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if the said Board of Guardians shall have been established 
before the passing of this Act, or within three calendar 
months next after the establishment of the Board, if the said 
Board shall not have been established before the passing of 
this Act, divide the union, or the parish, or place of which 
they are the guardians into such and so many districts as 
they, subject to the approval of the Registrar General shall 
think fit ; and every such division when made shall be pub- 
lished by the guardians within the union, parish, or place of 
which they are guardians, in such manner as the said Regis- 
trar General shall direct ; and every such district shall be 
called by a distinct name, and shall be a Registrar's district ; 
and the guardians shall appoint a person, with such qualifica- 
tions as the Registrar General may by any general rule 
declare to be necessary, to be Registrar of Births and Deaths 
within each district (8), and in every case of vacancy in the 
office of Registrar shall forthwith fill up the vacancy ; and 
the clerk to the guardians of every such union, parish, or 
place shall, if he shall think fit to accept such office, and 
have such qualifications as the Registrar General may by 
any general rule declare to be necessary, be the Superinten- 
vdent Registrar thereof (9) ; and in the event of his refusal 

— — — ■ 

(8) The 5 & 6 Vict c. 57, s. 14, enacts that " no person receiving 
any fixed salary or emolument fi-om the poor-rates in any Parish or 
Union, shall be capable of serving as a Guardian in such Parish or 
Union." With reference to this enactment, it is necessary to observe 
that it renders a Registrar of Births and Deaths ineligible for the office 
of guardian, but not a Registrar of Marriages. The terms used by the 
Act are not limited to a ssdary certain in amount, but they comprehend 
any stated or agreed salary or emolument, whether the total amount is 
ascertained or is subject to variations. A Registrar of Marriages is 
appointed by the Superintendent Registrar under the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, 
c. 05, s. 17, and is removable from his office at the pleasure of the 
Superintendent Registrar or the Registrar General. Moreover, his remu- 
neration is derived from fees paid by the persons contracting marriages, 
at the solemnization of which he attends. Article 156 of the General 
Consolidated Order does not apply to appointments made by Boards of 
Guardians under this statute. See Glen's Poor Law Orders, 7th 
edition, p. 121. 

(9) As to the Superintendent Registrar of Marriages, see 6 & 7 
Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 3. See i Vict c. 22, s. 14, which provides that the 
appointment of Superintendent Registrar shall lapse to the Registrar 
General in the case of certain events happening. Section 17 provides 
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or disqualification to act in that capacity, the guardians shall 
appoint a person, with such quali&cations as the Registrar 



for the case of a Union for which two or joint Clerks may have been 
appointed ; and s. i8 exempts Registrars from parochial and corporate 
offices. As to the appointment of Deputy by Superintendent Registrar 
and Registrars, see s. 24, 37 & 38 Vict, c 88, post In Ex parte Pass- 
man in re Edward Draper, it was contended, that under this section 
the clerk to the guardians had always a right (if duly qualified) to hold 
also the office of Superintendent Registrar, and that Mr. Draper in 
resigning the office of Clerk to the Guardians necessarily vacated the 
other — and that Mr. Passman, the new clerk, was entitled to the office. 
Per Mr. Justice Hill : " You may take a rule, but my opinion is against 
you." A rule nisi was granted ; but nothing more was done (34 J. P. 
589). The case of Re^. v. Accason (6 L. T. (N.S.) 535 ; 8 Jur. (N.S.) 
841 ; 26 J. P. 436 ; 36 L. T. 395) came before the Court upon a de- 
murrer to a replication to a return to an information in the nature of a 
quo rvarranto. The information called upon the defendant, George 
William Accason, tp shew cause by what authority he exercised the office 
of Superintendent Registrar of Births, Marriages, and Deaths for the 
Bamet district The writ was wanted on the application of the relator, 
Stanley Itarris, the Clerk of me Board of Guardians for the Bamet 
Union, who claimed to exercise the office of Superintendent Registrar 
by virtue of his appointment as Clerk of the Board of Guardians. The 
defendant made a return in which he alleged that he had been appointed 
by the Guardians to be Superintendent Registrar before the relator was 
appointed clerk ; to which the relator replied that there never had been 
such a vacany in the office of Superintendent Registrar as warranted 
&e Guardians in appointing the defendant To this replication the 
defendant demurred, and thus raised the question for the opinion of this 
Court, whether the defendant had been duly appointed. It appeared 
the former Clerk of the Board of Guardians had also acted as Super- 
intendent Registrar, but he died on the 4th of January, 186 1, and on 
the 17th of January, 1861, the guardians appointed his son, the present 
defendant, to be Superintendent R^strar only. On the 14th of 
February the relator was appointed Clerk of the Board of Guardians, 
and he then claimed, by virtue of the 7th section of the Registration 
Act (6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86) to displace the defendant and to fill the 
office himself. But the Court, after referring to the language of 6 & 7 
Wm. 4, c 86, s. 7, and i Vict. c. 22, s. 14, held that the defendant 
was entitled to judgment. From the examination of these sections the 
Court drew the inference that in every case of vacancy the guardians 
might appoint a duly-qualified person to be Superinteadent Registrar, 
and that if they neglected to do so for fourteen days the appointment 
would lapse to the Registrar General. The intention of the Legislature 
was that, in the first instance after the passing of the Act, the Clerk to 
the Guardians should, if he thought fit, be the Superintendent Regis- 
trar ; but, as to fixture elections, that the guardians should appoint the 
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General may by any general rule declare to bie necessary, to 
be the Superintendent Registrar of each union, or of such 
parish or place, and in every case of vacancy of the office 
of Superintendent Registrar shall forthwidi fill up the 
vacancy ; and every Registrar and Superintendent Registrar 
shall hold his office during the pleasure of the Registrar , 
General (lo). 

Officers of Unions^ drv., being dismissed by Guardians^ <Sr»f., to cease to 

cut under this Act, 

8. Provided always, and be it enacted. That in every case 
in which the clerk to the guardians of any union, parish, or 
place, or any other officer of any such union, parish, or place, 
shall hold any office under this Act, and shall be removed by 
the Poor Law Commissioners from his office in such union, 
parish, or place, and in every case in which any Registrar 
or Superintendent Registrar shall be removed by the 
Registrar General from his office under this Act, notice of 
such removal shall be forthwith given by advertisement in 
some newspaper circulating in die county wherein the dis- 
trict for which sifch officer may act shall be ; and every such 
person shall thenceforth cease to hold his office under this 
Act, and shall be incapable of being reappointed thereto : 
Provided also, that the appointment of any officer of any 
such union, parish, or place to any office under this Act shall 
be subject to the approval of the Poor Law Commissioners, 
except as hereinbefore directed with respect to the clerk to 
guardians of any such union, parish, or place. 

Register Offices to be provided in each Union, 

9. And be it enacted, That the guardians shall provide 

Superintendent Registrar, and, in default of their so doing, that the 
appointment should devolve on the Registrar General. 

(10) See the i Vict. c. 22, s. 10, which empowers the Registrar 
General to unite any two or more Unions or Districts into one Super- 
intendent Registrar's District ; and s. il, which empowers him to divide 
Unions or Districts into two or more Superintendent Registrars' Dis- 
tricts. See also 37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, s. 21, post. A Deputy Registrar 
is neither appointed by, nor responsible to, the guardians, and is not 
therefore disqualified by 5 & 6 Vict c 57, s. 14, to be elected a 
Guardian of the Union. 
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and uphold, out of the monies (ii) coming to their hands or 
control as such guardians, a Register Office, according to a 
plan to be approved by the Registrar General, for preserving 
the registers to be deposited therein, as hereinafter pro- 
vided (12) ; and the care of the said office and the custody 
of the registers deposited therein shall be given to the Super- 
intendent Registrar of the union, or parish, or place having 
a Board of Guardians as aforesaid (13). 



(11) See I Vict c. 22, s. 19, which enables Guardians to borrow 
money for providing Register Offices ; and s. 20, which empowers the 
Treasury to direct a Register Office to be provided, when the Guar- 
dians neglect to provide one ; also s. 21, as to the use of a temporary 
Register Office. 

(12) The Superintendent R^strar's Office is to be taken to be con- 
structively within the District, wherever it may be situated ; see I Vict. 
c. 22, s. 12. 

(13) A question has frequently arisen as to whether the Guardians of 
a Union can provide, at the cost of the poor-rates, iron boxes in which 
the Superintendent Registrar may preserve the Registers of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages, when filled. Under the 32nd section of the 
6 & 7 Wm. 4, c 86, the Register Books when filled, are required to be 
delivered to the '* Superintendent Registrar, to be kept by him with 
the records of his office." Section 9 of the same Act requires '* that 
the Guardians shall provide and uphold ... a Register Office, 
according to a plan to be approved by the Registrar General, for pre- 
serving the Rasters,'' &c., &c By section 14 it is enacted that '* the 
Registrar General shall furnish to every Superintendent R^strar, for 
the use of the Registrars under his superintendence, a sufficient number 
of strong iron l>oxes to hold the Register Books to be kept by such 
Registrar.'' This section, however, does not provide for the supply of 
boxes for the Superintendent Registrar ; but, nevertheless, it must be 
considered to be the duty of the Guardians to provide such boxes. In 
the following extract from the printed Regulations for the Duties of 
Superintendent Registrars issued by the Registrar General, it would 
seem that the boxes referred to are considered by him as a necessary 
part of the Register Office : — ** The Register Books must be received by 
the Superintendent Registrar, and carefiilly kept in the Register Office, 
in the strong room or fire-proof repository provided for that purpose." 
The Guardians, under the 6 & 7 Wm. c. 06, s. 9, and i Vict, c 22, are 
to provide and uphold a Register Office; and this obligation must, 
therefore, be taken to extend to the providing any furniture really 
necessary for enabling the buildii^ to be used for {tie purpose of an 
office. 

If the Guardians neglect to provide and uphold a Register Office, 
the Commissioners of the Treasury may direct it to be provided and 
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Temporary Registrars and Superintendent Registrars to be appointed for 

Parishes not under the Poor Law Act, 

10. And be it enacted, That the Poor Law Commission- 
ers for England and Wales shall, as soon as maybe after the 
said first day of October, form all the parishes, townships, ' 
and places in England, in or for which a Board of Guardians 
shall not have been then established under the provisions of 
the said Act for the amendment of the laws relating to the 
poor, into temporary districts, having regard in the formation 
thereof to the boundaries of parishes and townships, and 
shall appoint a Registrar to each of such temporary districts^ 
subject to being displaced as hereinafter provided (14) ; and 
the Registrar General shall appoint a sufficient number of 
fit persons to be Superintendent Registrars for such tempo- 
rary districts, subject to being displaced as hereinafter pro- 
vided, and shall appoint the districts which each shall 
superintend (15). 

In case of subsequent Unions prevums Appointments to be vacated. 

11. And be it enacted. That in every case in which a 
Board of Guardians shall be established, under the provisions 
of the said Act for the amendment of the laws relating to the 



upheld. , See the provision on this point in the i Vict. c. 22, s. 20, 
post. 

The Guardians spoken of in this section are Guardians of Unions 
foriped under the 4 & 5 Wm. 4, c. 76, and not Guardians of Corpora- 
tions formed into temporary Registration Districts under s. 10. As to 
temporary Districts see 37 & 38 Vict c. '88, s. 33, post. 

(14) By 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122, s. 26, so much of the above section as 
provides that the Poor Law Commissioners shall appoint a Registrar to 
the temporary Districts therein referred to is repealed ; and the Board of 
Guardians acting therein shall thenceforth appoint the Registrars for 
such Districts. 

By s. 5 of the same statute, all Superintendent Registrars and Regis- 
trars of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, and Registrars of Marriages, in 
temporary Districts formed under the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, shall be entitled 
to continue in office in the event of such temporary Districts being dis- 
solved, and the Parishes, Townships, and places contained therein being 
formed into one and the same Union. 

(15) See the latter part of s. 18 of 5 & 6 Vict, c 57, in Glen's Poor 
Law Statutes, vol. ii., in reference to this section. 
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poor, in or for any parish, township, or place forming part of 
any temporary district in or for which a Registrar or Super- 
intendent Registrar shall have been previously appointed as 
last aforesaid, and as soon as a Registrar or Registrars shall 
have been appointed for the districts into which the guardians 
shall have divided the union, or parish, or place of which 
they are guardians as aforesaid, and the clerk of the 
guardians of such union, parish, or place shall have accepted 
the office of Superintendent Registrar, or the said guarcfians 
shall have appointed a Superintendent Registrar for such 
districts, in like manner as in the unions formed before the 
passing of this Act, every such parish or place shall cease to 
be a part of the temporary district to which it was so annexed 
by the Poor Law Commissioners, and every Registrar, Deputy 
Registrar, and Superintendent Registrar appointed before the 
election of such Board of Guardians as aforesaid in or for 
such parish, township, or place shall cease to hold their re- 
spective offices, so far as relates to such parish, township, or 

place, unless re-appointed. 

* « * « * 

Appointments to be exempt from Stamp Duties, 

13. And be it enacted. That the appointments of Regis- 
trars, Deputy Registrars, and Superintendent Registrars, and 
the duphcates and certified copies of registers hereinafter 
mentioned, shall be exempt from all stamp duties. 

Register Boxes to he provided. 

P4. And be it enacted. That the Registrar General shall 
furnish to every Superintendent Registrar, for the use of 
the Registrars under his superintendence, a sufficient number 
of strong iron boxes to hold the register books to be kept by 
such Registrar ; and every such box shall be furnished with 
a lock and two keys, and no more ; and one of such keys 
shall be kept by the Registrar, and the other key shall be 
kept by the Superintendent Registrar; and the register 
books of each district, while in the custody of the Registrar, 
and not in use, shall be always kept in the register box, and 
the register box shall always be left locked* 
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All Books, <Sr*^., to be transferred, on Removal of Registrar. 

15. And be it enacted, That in every case in which any 
Registrar or Superintendent Registrar shall be removed from 
or cease to hold the said office, all register boxes, keys, books, 
documents, and papers in his possession as such Registrar or 
Superintendent Registrar shall be given as soon as conveni- 
ently may be to his successor in office ; and if any person 
shall refuse to give up any such box, key, books, documents, 
or papers in such case as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for any 
justice of the peace for the county or other jurisdiction where 
such person shall be or reside, upon application made for that 
purpose, to issue a warrant under his hand and seal for 
bringing such person before any two justices of the peace for 
the said county or other jurisdiction, and upon such person 
appearing, or not being found, it shall be lawful for such 
justices to hear and determine the matter in a summary 
way ; and if it shall appear to the justices that any such box, 
key, books, documents, or papers, are in the custody or power 
of any such person, and that he has refused or wilfully 
neglected to deliver ihe same, the said justices are hereby 
required to commit such offender to the common gaol or 
house of correction for the said county or jurisdiction, there 
to remain without bail until he shall have delivered up the 
same, or until satisfaction shall have been given in respect 
thereof to the person in whose custody the same ought to be ; 
and the said justices may grant a warrant to search for such 
box, key, books, documents, or papers, as in the case of stolen 
goods (16), in any dwelling house dr other premises in which 
any credible witness shall prove upon oath before them that 
there is reasonable cause to suspect the same to be ; and the 
same when found shall be delivered to the person in whose 

custody they ought to be. 

« « « « « 

Register Books to be provided. 

17. And be it enacted, That the Registrar General shall 
cause to be printed on account of the said Register Office a 



(16) See 24 & 2$ Vict c. 96, s. 103. 
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sufficient number of register books for making entries of all 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages of His Majesty's subjects in 
England, according to the forms of Schedules (A.), (B.), (C), 
to this Act annexed ; and the said register books shall be of 
durable materials, and in them shall be printed upon each 
side of every leaf the heads of information herein required to 
be known and registered of Births, Deaths, and Marriages 
respectively ; and every page of each of such books shall be 
numbered progressively from the^ beginning to the end, 
beginning with number one ; and every place of entry shall 
be also numbered progressively from the beginning to the 
end of the book, beginning with number one; and every 
entry shall be divided from the following entry by a printed 
line. 

Registrars to register Births and Deaths, 

1 8. And be it enacted. That the Registrar General shall 

furnish to every Superintendent Registrar, for the use of 

the Registrars under his superintendence, a sufficient number 

of Register Books of Births and of Register Books of Deaths, 

and of forms for certified copies thereof * * * (17). 
* * * * * 

Registrars to make out Accounts quarterly — Guardians or Overseers to 

pay Registrars. 

29. And be it enacted, That every Registrar shall make 
out an account four times in every year of the number of 
Births and Deaths which he shall have registered since the 
last quarterly account, and the Superintendent Registrar 
shall verify and sign the same ; and the guardians or over- 
seers of the parish, township, or place in or for which he 
shall be Registrar, on production of the said account so 
verified and signed, shall pay to the said Registrar, out of 
the monies in their hands or power as such guardians or 
overseers, such sums as he shall be entitled to receive on 
the said account according to the following scale ; (that is to 
say) for the first twenty entries of births and deaths in every 
year which he shall have registered, whether the same be of 

(17) The remainder of this section is repealed by 37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, 
s. 54, and sch. 5, post. 
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births or of deaths indiscriminately, two shillings and six- 
pence each (i8) and one shilling for every subsequent entry 
of births or deaths in each year ; and in the case of an union 
the said several sums shall be charged to the account of 
the parishes in which such births or deaths respectively shall 
have occurred (19). 

Marriage Register Books to be provided. 

30. And be it enacted, That the Registrar General shall 
furnish or cause to be furnished to the rector, vicar, or 
curate of every church and chapel in England wherein 
marriages may lawfully be solemnized, and also to every 
person whom the Recording Clerk of the Society of Friends 
commonly called Quakers, at their central office in London, 
shall from time to time certify in writing under his hand to 
the Registrar General to be a registering officer in England 
of the said society, and also to every persoil whom the pre- 
sident for the time being of the London Committee of Depu- 
ties of the British Jews shall from time to time certify in 
writing under his hand to the Registrar General to be the 



(18) See 37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, s. 31, post, 

(19) Care should be taken to settle all claims under this section 
within the time limited by 22 & 23 Vict. c. 49, s. I. 

By the 7 & 8 Vict, c loi, s. 56, the Workhouse of any Union is 
deemed to be constructively situated in the parish '*to which each 
poor person respectively to be relieved, removed, or buried, or other- 
wise concerned in any such purpose, is or has been chargeable. Provided 
always, that every birth and death within any such Workhouse or 
building shall be registered in the parish or place in which such Work- 
house or building is locally situated ; and all fees for registering births 
and deaths in any such Workhouse or building shall be charged by the 
Guardians to the Parish or Union to which the person dying, or the 
mother of the child respectively, is chargeable." But now by the Union 
Chargeability Act, 28 & 29 Vict. c. 79, s. i, all charges incurred by the 
Guardians in respect of registration fees and expenses shall be charged 
upon the common fund of the Union. By s. 10 of the same Act for 
the purposes of the burial of any poor person dying in the Workhouse 
of any Union, such Workhouse shall be considered as situated in the 
parish in the Union where such poor person resided last previously to 
his removal to the Workhouse. Fees for the registration of births and 
deaths within the Metropolitan District are repaid to the Guardians out 
of the common poor fund. See 30 Vict c 6, s. 69. 
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secretary of a synagogue in England of persons professing 
the Jewish religion (20), a sufficient number in duplicate of 
Marriage Register Books, and forms for certified copies 
thereof, as hereinafter provided (21).* * * * 

Marriage Registers to be kept in Duplicate, 

31. And be it enacted, That every clergyman of the 
Church of England, immediately after every Office of Matri- 
mony solemnized by him, shall register in duplicate in two 
of tiie Marriage Register Books the several particulars 
relating to that marriage according to the form of the said 
Schedule (C.) (22); and every such Registering Officer of 
the Quakers, as soon as conveniently may be after the 
solemnization of any marriage between two Quakers in the 
district for which he is Registering Officer, and every such 
Secretary of a Synagogue (23), immediately after every mar- 
riage solemnized between any two persons professing the 
Jewish rehgion, of whom the husband shall belong to the 
Synagogue whereof he is Secretary, shall register or cause to 
be registered in duphcate in two of the said Marriage Regis- 
ter Books the several particulars relating to that marriage 
according to the form of the said Schedule (C.) ; and every 
such Registering Officer .or Secretary, whether he shall or 
shall not not be present at such marriage, shall satisfy him- 
self that the proceedings in relation thereto have been con- 
formable to the usages of the said Society, or of the persons 
professing the Jewish religion, as the case may be; and 
every such entry as hereinbefore is mentioned (whether made 
by such clergyman or by such Registering Officer or Secre- 
tary respectively as aforesaid) shall be signed by the clergy- 
man or by the said Registering Officer or Secretary, as the 



(2Q) a further provision is made by 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 22, post, 
for the supply of Register Books and Forms to the Secretary of the 
West London Synagogue of British Jews. 

(2i) The 21 Vict. c. 25. s. 6, repealed the latter part of the section. 

(22) For each entry the Rector, Vicar, or Curate is to be paid by the 
Superintendent Registrar the sum of sixpence : I Vict, c 22, s. 27. 

(23) Further, with regard to the Registration of the Marriages of 
British Jews, see 19 & 20 Vict q. 1 19, s. 22. 
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case may be, and by the parties married, and by two wit- 
nesses, and shall be made in order from the beginning to 
the end of each book, and the number of the place of entry 
in each duplicate Marriage Register Book shall be the 
same. 

Certified Copies of Registers of Births and Deaths to be sent quarterly^ 
and the Register Books when filled^ to the Superintendent Registrar, 

32. And be it enacted. That in the months of April, July, 
October, and January (24), on such days as shall from time 
to time be appointed by the Registrar General, every Regis- 
trar shall make, and deliver to the Superintendent Registrar 
of his district, on durable materials, a true copy, certified by 
him under his hand according to the form of Schedule (D.) 
to tliis Act annexed, of all the entries of Births and Deaths 
in the Register Book kept by him since the last Certificate, 
the first of such Certificates to be given in the month of 
July (25) in the year One thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-seven, and to contain all the entries made up to that 
time (26) ; and the Superintendent Registrar shall verify the 
same, and if found to be correct shall certify the same under 
his hand to be a true copy ; and if there shall have been no 
Birth or Death registered since the delivery of the last Certi- 
ficate the Registrar shall certify the fact, and such Certificate 
shall be delivered to the Superintendent Registrar as afore-, 
said, and countersigned by him; and the Registrar shaM 
keep safely each of the said Register Books until it shall 
be filled, and shall then deliver it to the Superintendent 
Registrar, to be kept by him with the Records of his 
Office (27). 



(24) The certified copies are to be made up, and to refer respectively 
to the last days of March, June, September, and December then next 
preceding : i Vict. c. 22, s. 26. 

(25) October : see 7 Wm. 4, c. i, s. 2. 

(26) Neglect in this respect subjects the offender to a penalty of 
;^io : I Vict, c 22, s. 28. 

(27) It will suffice if the copy be delivered to any Registrar within 
thd district : see I Vict. c. 22, s. 29. As to the marine register book, 
see 37 & 38 Vict c. 88. s. 31 (7), post. 
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Duplicates and certified Copies of Registers of Marriages to be sent to 

Superintendent Registrar. 

33. And be it enacted, That the rector, vicar, or curate of 
every such church and chapel, and every such Registering 
Officer and Secretary, shall, in the months of April, July, 
October, and January (28) respectively, make and deliver to 
the Superintendent Registrar of the district in which such 
church or chapel may be situated, or which may be assigned 
by the Registrar General to such Registering Officer or 
Secretary, on durable materials, a true copy certified by him 
under his hand of all the entries of marriages in the register 
book kept by him since the last certificate, the first of such 
certificates to be given in the month of July (29) One thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and to contain all the 
entries made up to that time j and if there shall have been 
no marriage entered therein since the last certificate, shall 
certify the fact under his hand (30), and shall keep the said 
marriage register books safely until the same shall be filled; 
and one copy of every such register book when filled 
shall be dehvered to the Superintendent Registrar of the dis- 
trict in which such church or chapel may be situated, or 
which shall have been assigned as aforesaid to such Regis- 
tering Officer or Secretary, and the other copy of every such 
register book kept by any such rector, vicar, or curate shall 
remain in the keeping of such rector, vicar, or curate, and 
shall be kept by him with the registers of baptisms and 
burials of the parish or chapelry within which the marriages 
registered therein shall have been solemnized ; and the other 
copy of every such register book of marriages among the 
people called Quakers, and among persons professing the 
Jewish religion respectively, shall remain under the care of 
the said people or persons respectively, to be kept with their 
other registers and records, and shall, for the purposes of 

(28) The certified copies are to be made up, and to refer respectively 
to the last days of March, June, September, and December then next 
preceding : I Vict. c. 22, s. 26. As to the payment for such copies, see 
ib. s. 27, post, 

(29) October : see 7 Wm. 4, c. i. s. 2. 

(30) Neglect in this respect subjects the offender to a penalty of ;(f lo : 
I Vict c. 22, s. 28. 
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this Act, be still deemed to be in the keeping of the Regis- 
tering Officer or Secretary for the time being respectively. 

Superintendent R^trars to send certified Copies of Registers to the 

General Register Office, 

34. And be it enacted, That every Superintendent Regis- 
trar shall, four times in every year, on such days as shall be 
therefore named by the Registrar General, send to the 
Registrar General all the certified copies of the registers of 
births, deaths, and marriages which he shall have so re- 
ceived during the three calendar months next preceding such 
quarterly days of transmission respectively ; and if it shall 
appear by interruption of the regular progression of numbers 
or otherwise, that the copy of any part of any book has not 
been duly delivered to him, he shall procure, as far as pos- 
sible, consistently with the provisions of this Act, that the 
same may be remedied and supplied ; and every such Super- 
intendent Registrar shall be entitled to receive the sum of 
two-pence for every entry in such certified copies'; and 
every Superintendent Registrar shall make out an account 
four times in every year of the number of entries in the certi- 
fied copies sent to him during the last quarter, and the. 
certified copies so sent to the General Registry Office shall 
be thereafter kept in the said office in such order and manner 
as the Registrar General, under the direction of the Secretary 
of State, shall think fit, so that the same may be most readily 
seen and examined. 

Searches may be made^ and Certificates given by the Persons keeping the 

Registers, 

35. And be it enacted. That every rector, vicar, or curate, 
and every Registrar, Registering Officer, and Secretary, who 
shall have the keeping for the time being of any register 
book of births, deaths, or marriages, shall at all reasonable 
times allow searches to be made of any register book in his 
keeping, and shall give a copy certified under his hand of 
any entry or entries in the same, on payment of the fee here- 
inafter mentioned ; (that is to say)/^ every search extending 
over a period not more than one year the sum of one shillings 
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and sixpence additional for every additional year ^ and the sum 
of two shillings and sixpence for every single certificate (31) 



(31) By sch. 2 of 37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, post^ the fee for every 
"general search " (as to which see s. 42 of the same Act) is five shillings, 
and for every particular search (as to which see s. 42, ib.) one shilling. 

With reference to the certificates being evidence, see s. 38, ibid. 

Each copy or extract (certified) of or from any register of births, 
baptisms, marriages, deaths, or burials, is to be stamped with a penny 
stamp (33 & 34 Vict. c. 97 sch.) except — 

(i.) Copy or extract furnished by any clergyman," Registrar, or other 
official person pursuant to and for the purpose of any Act of 
Parliament, or furnished by any general or superintending 
Registrar under any general regulation. 
(2.) Copy or extract for which the person giving the same is not 
entitled to any fee or reward. 

The Stamp Duties Act (33 & 34 Vict c. 97, s. 80) enacts that "The 
duty upon a certified copy or extract of or from any register of births, 
baptisms, marriages, deaths, or burials, is to be paid by the person re- 
quiring the copy or extract, and may be denoted by an adhesive stamp, 
which is to be cancelled by the person by whom the copy or extract is 
signed, before he delivers the same out of his hands, custody, or power. 

A person who takes improper fees under the colour of the Act 
is liable to be sued for recovery of the money, even though in so doing 
he acts for another. The Act expresses all that the person claiming is 
entitled to take, and he is not at liberty to take more. He is to receive 
fees as a public officer for a certified copy, for a search and for a certi- 
ficate only ; and if he under pressure take more, he is liable to refund. 
The plaintiff applied to the defendant, a Parish Clerk, who kept the 
Parish Registers under the direction of the Rector, for permission to 
search them. He told the defendant he did not want certificates, but 
<mly to make extracts, and was informed that the charge would be the 
same whether he made extracts or had certificates. He accordingly 
searched the Registers and made extracts. The evidence was, that no 
mention of the charge was made before the search, but that the plaintiff 
was told by the defendant that the charge was y. 6d. for each extract, 
the amount of which he paid. Held, first, that the payment was not 
voluntary, and that the plaintiff was entitled to recover the excess paid 
in an actioh for money had and received ; secondly, that the defendant, 
not the Rector, was the party to be sued. Semblethat the fees, if taken 
by the Clerk after the examination of the book would have been taken 
colore officii^ and might have been recovered back. Semble also that the 
plaintiff was entitled to take minutes in the course of his search, but not 
to occupy an unreasonable time for that purpose, nor to have the 
Registers in his hands, it being the duty of the Clerk to superintend the 
search and to keep a control over the Registers. — Steele v. WitUamSf 22 
L. J. (Exch.) 225 ; 8 Exch. 625. 

The provisions of 6 & 7 Vict. c. 86, 3. 35» ^ to searches are applied 

C 



1 8 REGISTRATION LAWS. 

Indexes to be kept at General Register Office, Searches allowed^ ana 

certified Copies given, 

37. And be it enacted, That the Registrar General shall 
cause indexes of all the said certified copies of the registers 
to be made and kept in the General Register Office ; and 
that every person shall be entitled, on payment of the fees 
hereinafter mentioned, to search the said indexes between 
the hours of ten in the morning and four in the afternoon of 
every day, except Sundays, Christmas Day, and Good Friday, 
and to have a certified copy of any entry in the said certified 
copies of the registers; and iox ty try general search (32) of 
the said indexes shall be paid the sum of twenty shillings, 
and for every particular search (32) the sum of one shilling, 
and for every such certified copy the sum of two shillings 
and sixpence, and no more, shall be paid to the Registrar 
General or such other .officer as shall be appointed for that 
purpose on his account. 

Certified Copies given at General Registry Office to be seeded, 

38. And be it enacted. That the Registrar General shall 
cause to be made a seal of the said Register Office, and the 
Registrar General shall cause to be sealed or stamped there- 
with all certified copies of entries given in the said office ; 
and all certified copies of entries purporting to be sealed or 
stamped with the seal of the said register office shall be 
received as evidence of the birth, death, or marriage to which 
the same relates, without any further or other proof of' such 
entry ; and no certified copy purporting to be given in the 
said office shall be of any force or effect which is not sealed 
or stamped as aforesaid (33). 

. , . Ill *■ ■ I - - — ■- 

by 27 & 28 Vict. c. 97, s. 6 ; see * Glen's Burial Board Acts,' 3rd ed. 
p. 191. 

(32) See 37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, s. 42, /^j/, as to the meaning of the ex- 
pressions ** general search" and "particular search." 

(33) With regard to non-parochial Registers being received in 
evidence, see 3 & 4 Vict. c. 92. See also 14 & 15 Vict. c. 40, s. 22, 
;w/, as to Registers of Marriages in India. 

Where a birth is not re^jistered till some days after the date of the 
birth, the Registrar's certificate that the child was bom on a certain 
day previous :o the date of the rjgistration is not evidence of the child 
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Fees for Searches in the General Register Office to be accounted for to the 

Exchequer, 

39. And be it enacted, That every sum received under 
the provisions of this Act by or on account of the Registrar 



having been bom on such previous day {Re Whittle^ 21 L. J. (N. S.) 
781 ; L. R. 9 Eq. 373 ; 34 J. P. 372) ; but an instrument purporting 
to be a copy of an entry itv the Register Book of Births, and to be signed 
by the officer in whose cwstody the Register Book is stated to be, is 
admissible in evidence on production under 14 & 15 Vict c. 99, s. 14. 
Reg. V. Weaver, 29 L. T. (N. S.) 544 ; L. R. 2 C. C. R. 85. 

Public documents do not stand upon the same footing as private 
documents with respect to the mode of proof ; and it was laid down in 
Mortimer v. M^Callan, 6 Mee & W. 58 ; s. c. 10 L. J. R. (N. S.) Exch. 
136, in terms, that, witJi reference to the books of the Bank of England, 
copies of them were to be received in evidence ; and Mr. Best, in his 
Principles of Evidence, says with respect to a public document, that 
it should be evidenced by a copy, on the ground that it is kept in a known 
place where every one may inspect and obtain a copy of it. 

With regard to what is admissible in proof of a marriage, the case of 
Doe dem, Jenkins v. Davies, 10 Q. B. 314, may be cited. In that case 
a copy of a Marriage Register, signed with the name of a person who 
had been Curate of the parish eighty years before the trial, and who 
signed as Curate, was produced by a witness who had been several 
years Parish Clerk, and who said that the same signature, in the same 
handwriting, appeared in several places of the original Register, was 
held admissible, though no proof was given of- the Curate's death, and 
no further proof of his handwriting. 

In another case, Sayer v. Glossop, 2 Exch. 409, an examined copy of 
a Register of Marriage was given in evidence, and a witness deposed 
that he knew one of the parties to the marriage and his handwriting, 
and that the handwriting of the person named in the Register was that 
of the person whom he knew ; and the evidence was admitted without 
theproduction of the original Register. 

The 14th section of the Law of Evidence Amendment Act, 14 & 15 
Vict. c. 99, enacts ** that whenever any book or other document is of 
such a public nature as to be admissible in evidence on its mere produc- 
tion from the proper custody, and no Statute exists which renders its 
oMitents proveable by means of a copy, any copy thereof or extract 
therefrom shall be admissible in evidence in any court of justice, or be- 
fore any person now or hereafter having by law or by consent of parties 
authority to hear, receive and examine evidence, provided it be proved 
to be an exaihined copy or extract, or provided it purports to be signed 
aud certified as a true copy or extract by the officer to whose custody 
the original is intrusted, and which Officer is hereby required to furnish 
such certified copy," &c. The statute 52 Geo. 3, c. 148, s. I, directs 
that the *' Rector, Vicar, Curate, or other officiating minister shall have 

C 2 
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General shall be accounted for and paid by the Registrar 
General, at such times as the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury from time to time shall direct, into the Bank of 
England, to the credit of His Majest/s Exchequer (34) * * 

■ 

Clergymen^ &*c,, may ask Parties married the particulars required, 

40. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for every 
clergyman of the Church of England who shall solemnize 
any marriage in England, and for every Registering Officer 
of the Quakers, and every Secretary of a Synagogue after the 
said first day of March (35), to ask of the parties married the 
several particulars herein required to be registered touching 
such marriage. 



the custody of Parish Registers ;" and therefore it has been held, on 
the ground that statutes passed for the purpose of saving trouble and 
expense should be interpreted liberally, that extracts from Parish 
Registers of Baptisms, Marriages, and Deaths purporting to be signed, 
some by the "Incumbent," some by the "Rector," some by the 
" Vicar," and some by the " Curate" of the parishes, are receivable in 
evidence under 14 & 15 Vict c 99. In all cases, however, to the name 
of the person signing the extract, and to the words, " Rector," " Vicar," 
or " Curate," me words " of the aforesaid Parish " should be added ; as 
by so doing both trouble and expense will be saved. Under the 14 & 15 
Vict. c. 99, s. 14, an extract from a Parish Register signed by the 
Curate of the Parish is admissible without proof of the signature of the 
Curate. In re Porter^ 22 L. J. Ch. 177 ; ib, 688 ; 17 Jur. 29 ; 2 Jur. 
(N. S.) 349. 

Section 17 of 14 & 15 Vict. c. 99, enacts, " that if any person shall 
forge the seal, stamp, or signature of any document in this Act men- 
tioned or referred to, or shall tender in evidence any such document 
with a false or counterfeit seal, stamp, or signature thereto, knowing the 
same to be false or counterfeit, he shaU be guilty of felony, and shall 
upon conviction be liable to transportation for seven years, or to im- 
prisonment for any term not exceeding three years nor less than one 
year, with hard labour. 

To support an indictment under this section for making a &lse state- 
ment touching the particulars required to be registered, it is essential 
that the false statement should have been made wilfully and intention? 
ally and not by mistake. Reg, v. Dunboyne {Lord\^ i C. & K. i. 

(34) The remainder of this section is repealed by 37 & 38 Vict c. 88, 
s. 54, sch. 5, post^ and 37 & 38 Vict c 35. 

(35) "Last day of June :" see 7 Wm. 4, c i, s. i. 
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Penalty for wilfully giving false Information, 

41. And be it enacted, That every person who shall wil- 
fiiUy make or cause to be made, for tiie purpose of being 
inserted in any register of birth, death, or marriage, any false 
statement touching any of the particulars herein required to 
be known and registered, shall be subject to the same pains 
and penalties as if he were guilty of perjury (36). 

Penalty for not duly registering Births, Deaths^ and Marriages^ or for 

losing or injuring the Registers, 

42. And be it enacted. That every person who shall refuse 
or without reasonable cause omit to register any marriage 
solemnized by him, or which he ought to register, and every 
Registrar who shall refuse or without reasonable cause omit 
to register any birth or death of which he shall have had due 
notice as aforesaid, and every person having the custody of 
any register book, or certified copy thereof, or of any part 
thereof, who shall carelessly lose or injure the same, or care- 
lessly allow the same to be injured whilst in his keeping, 
shall forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty pounds for every such 

oflfence (37). 

« « « « » 

■ - r I - ■_ - - ■ ■ - ■■ ^ ^ . ^. 

(36) In a prosecution under this section, Mr. Justice Blackburn is 
understood to have said that the object of the Act was to prevent the 
fjaibrication of evidence by means of the registers, and thus obtaining 
possession of property, and when this was established it was no doubt a 
very serious offence, and one that would be visited by severe punish- 
ment. In the particular case no such intent was proved, and he said 
that he was of opinion that the prosecution ought not to have been 
instituted, and it was not at all the case contemplated by the Act See 
Times of 6th August, i860. 

(37) So much of ss. 41, 42, and 44 of this Act as relates to Regis- 
trars or Registers of Births and Deaths, is repealed by 37 & 38 Vict. 
c. 88, s. 54, and sch. 5, post. 

The 43rd section of 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, which enacted a penalty for de- 
stroying or falsifying Registers of Births, &c., was repealed by 24 & 25 
Vict. c. 95. In lieu of it the following was enacted by the 24 & 25 
Vict. c. 98, s. 36, as to the foregoing Registrars of Births, Marriages, 
and Deaths : — ** Whosoever shall unlawfully destroy, deface, or injure, 
or cause or permit to be destroyed, defaced, or injured, any register of 
births, baptisms, marriages, deaths, or burials, which now is or here* 
after shall be by law authorized or required to be kept in England or 
Ireland, or any part of such register, or any certified copy of any such 
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Accidental J^rrors may be corrected, 

44. Provided always, and be it enacted, That no person 
charged with the duty of registering any birth, death, or 

register 'or any part thereof, or shall forge or fraudulently alter in any 
such register any entry relating to any birth, baptism, marriage, death, 
or burial, or any part of such register or any certified copy of such 
register or any part thereof, or shall knowingly and unlawfully insert or 
cause or permit to be inserted in any such register, or in any certified 
copy thereof, any false entry of any matter relating to any birth, baptism, 
marriage, death, or burial, or shsdl knowingly and unlawfully give any 
false certificate relating to any birth, baptism, marriage, death, or 
burial, or shall certify any writing to be a copy or extract from any such 
register knowing such writing or the part of such register, whereof such 
copy or extract shall be so given, to be false in any material particular, 
or shall forge or counterfeit the seal of or belonging to any register ofhoe 
or burial board, or shall offer, utter, dispose of^ or put o7 any such 
register entry, certified copy, certificate, or seal, knowing the same to 
be false, forged, or altered, or shall offer, utter, dispose of, or put off 
any copy of any entry in any such register knowing such entry to be 
false, forged, or altered, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable at the discretion of the Court to be kept in penal 
servitude for life or for any term not less than three years, or to be im» 
prisoned for any term not exceeding two years, with or without hard 
labour, and with or without solitary confinement.'' 

" William John Ward Asplin was indicted for making a false entry 
in a marriage register. 

** On the 3rd of June, 1872, a marriage was celebrated at — -, 

between a man calling himself James Richardson and Miss , a 

niece of the Rev. ^ rector of the parish. On that occasion the 

bridegroom introduced the prisoner as his brother George, and at the 
close of the ceremony the prisoner signed his name as witness in the 
register as George Richardson. At the wedding breakfast the prisoner 
told a young lady who sat next to him that after breakfast he would tell 
her something that would make her laugh. Accordingly, in the garden,, 
he told her he was not George Richardson at all, but the Hon. 
somebody, whose name she could not recall at the trial. Soon after the 
bride and bridegroom had left the uncle of the bride went in pursuit, 
and got into the same train with them, and took possession of the 
bride. The bridegroom turned out to be a married man named Wilcox, 
who had been twice married, and he was convicted on his own confes* 
sion of bigamy at the ensuing Central Criminal Sessions, and sentenced 
to seven years' penal servitude. For the defence it was shown that the 
prisoner had no knowledge of Wilcox's real name and previous mar- 
riage, but had met him casually two days before the wedding in^ a 
railway carriage. Wilcox had introduced himself as James Richardson, 
and asked the prisoner to personate his brother, who had disappointed 
him on the eve of his wedding, and the prisoner, after some conversation , 
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marriage, who shall discover any error to have been com- 
mitted in the form or substance of any such entry, shall be 



consented to attend the wedding with Wilcox as his brother George 
Richardson. Mr. O'Malley urged that the prisoner had treated the 
matter as a joke throughout, and that it was owing to his own simplicity 
and candour in the matter that the mischief contemplated by Wilcox 
had been prevented in time, and that there was no such fraudulent 
intention as would bring the case within the 24 & 25 Vict. c. 98, s. 36. 
His Lordship (Mr. Baron Martin) declined to reserve the point, and di- 
rected the jury that if the prisoner, being William Asplin, signed his 
name as George Richardson, the offence was complete. The prisoner 
was convicted and sentenced to one month's imprisonment." — See 
Ttmesy 13th March, 1873. 

As to making of false entries in copies of registers sent to Registrars, 
it is enacted by the 24 & 25 Vict. c. 98, s. 37, that ** Whosoever shall 
knowingly and wilfully insert or cause or permit to be inserted in 
any copy of any register directed or required by law to be transmitted 
to any Registrar or other officer any false entry of any matters relating to 
any baptism, marriage, or burial, or shall forge or alter, or shall offer, 
utter, dispose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or altered, 
tfny copy of any register so directed or required to be transmitted as 
aforesaid, or shall knowingly and wilfully sign or verify any copy of any 
register so directed or required to be transmitted as aforesaid, which 
copy shall be false in any part thereof, knowing the same to be false, or 
shaU unlawfully destroy, deface, or injure, or shall for any fraudulent 
purpose take from its place of deposit or conceal any such copy of any 
such register, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof shall 
be liable at the discretion of the Court to be kept in penal servitude for 
life or for any term not less than three years, or to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding two years with or without hard labour, and with or 
without solitary confinement." 

The 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 41, makes it a misdemeanour to make a false 
statement of one or more of the particulars required to be registered ^i^r 
the purpose of being inserted in any register of birth, death, or mar- 
riage ; and to Constitute this offence the purpose need not be effected. 
But it is a felony under the 43rd section of the Act to cause the 
Registrar to make an entire false entry of a birth, marriage, or death. 
Reg. V. Mason^ 2 C. & K. 622. 

An indictment under 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 41, charged fhat a 
clergyman had solemnized a marriage and was about to register in dupli- 
cate the particulars relating to the marriage, and that the defendant did 
wilfully make to the said clergyman, ** for the purpose of being inserted 
in the roister of marriage " certain false statements. The proof was 
that the particulars were entered by the clerk of the church before the 
marriage, and that after the marriage the clergyman asked the defendant 
if they were correct, and that he then answered in the affirmative and 
the clergyman signed the register. It was held that the defendant was 
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therefore liable to any of the penalties aforesaid if within one 
calendar month next after the discovery of such error, in 
the presence of the parents of the child whose birth may 
have been so registered, or of the parties married, or of two 
persons attending upon any person in his or her last illness 
whose death may have been so registered, or in case of the 
death or absence of the respective parties aforesaid, then in 
the presence of the Superintendent Registrar and of two 
other credible witnesses who shall respectively attest the 
same, he shall correct the erroneous entry, according to the 
truth of the case, by entry in the margin, without any altera- 
tion of the original entry, and shall sign the marginal entry, 
and add thereunto the day of the month and year when such 
correction shall be made : Provided also, that in the case of 
a marriage register he shall make the like marginal entry, 
attested in like manner, in the duplicate marriage register 
book to be made by him as aforesaid, and in every case shall 
make the like alteration in the certified copy of the register 
book to be made by him as aforesaid, or in case such certified 
copy shall have been already made, provided he shall make 
and deliver in like manner a separate certified copy of the 
original erroneous entry, and of the marginal correction 
therein made (38). 



rightly convicted of the offence charged, and also that it was not neces- 
sary upon an indictment under the Act to prove that the register books 
used by the clergyman were furnished to him by the Registrar General. 
Reg, y. Brown, '7 L- J« (M. C.) 145 ; 2 C. & K. 504. 

(38) Section 44 of the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, provides under certain 
circumstances for the correction of errors in the registry of births ; but 
that section does not apply to the correction of a fraudident entry in the 
Register. In a case where, under the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, the Registrar 
had, upon the application of the pretended mother of a child, registered 
its birth as the child of her deceased husband and herself, for the 
purpose of entitling her to a larger annuity depending upon her having 
children by her husband, the Court of Queen's Bench upon a subsequent 
discovery of the fraud refused to grant a mandamus to the Registrar to 
order him to erase the entry, on the ground that the Court had no 
power to interfere under the Act of Parliament. The name, Lord 
Denman, C.J., said, must remain subject to any remedy there might be 
prior to the Act. — Reg, v. Stanford, 10 L. J. (Q. B.) 265. 

So much of this section as relates to Registrars or Registers of Births 
and Deaths is repealed by 37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, s. 54, and sch. 5, post. 
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AppeaL 

46. And be it enacted, That in all cases where the sum 
adjudged to be paid on any such summary conviction shall 
exceed five pounds, any person convicted may appeal to the 
next Court of General or Quarter Sessions which shall be 
holden not sooner than twelve days after the day of such 
conviction for the county or other district wherein the cause 
of complaint shall have arisen ; provided that such person 
shall give to the complainant a notice in writing of such 
appeal, and of the cause and matter thereof, within three 
days after such conviction, and seven clear days at thcxleast 
before such sessions, and shall also either remain in custody 
until the sessions, or enter into a recognizance, with two 
sufficient sureties, before a justice of the peace, conditioned 
personally to appear at the said sessions, and to try such 
appeal, and to abide the judgment of the court thereupon, 
and to pay such costs as shall be by the court awarded ; and 
upon such notice being given, and such recognizances being 
entered into, the court at such sessions shall hear and deter- 
inine the matter of the appeal,- and shall make such order 
therein, with or without costs, to either party, as to the 
court shall seem meet \ and in case of the dismissal of the 
appeal, or the affirmance of the conviction, shall order and 
adjudge the offender to be punished according to the convic- 
tion, and to pay such costs as shall be awarded, and shall, if 
necessary, issue process for enforcing such judgment 

No Certiorari, 

47. And be it enacted. That no such conviction or adjudi- 
cation made on appeal therefrom shall be quashed for want 
of form, or be removed by certiorari or otherwise into any of 
His Majesty's Superior Courts of Record, and no warrant of 
commitment shall be held void by reason of any defect 
therein, provided it be therein alleged that the party has been 

convicted, and there be a valid conviction to sustain the same. 

« « « « « 

Registers of Baptisms and Burials may be kept as heretofore, 

49. Provided always, and be it enacted. That nothing 
herein contained shall affect the registration of baptisms or 
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burials as now by law established, or the right of any 
officiating minister to receive the fees now usually paid for 
the performance or registration of any baptism, burial, or 

marriage (39). 

* * * , » « 



. (39) See the 52 Geo. 3, c. 146; and the 1 1 Geo. 4 and iWm. 4, 
c. 66, ss. 20, 21 1 and 22. 
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SCHEDULE (D^ 

t John CoXy Registrar of Births and Deaths in the District o^'Mary- 
Ubone, Norths in the County of Middlesex, do hereby certify, That this b 
a true copy of the Registrar's book of births \or deaths] within the said 
district, from the entry of the birth \pr death] of yames Green, No 1, 
to the entry of the birth [or death] of William Strange, No. Sk. Wit- 
ness my hand this seventh day oi March, i853. 

John Cox, Registrar. 



[The words and figures in Italics in the above Schedules to be filled in 

as the case may be.] 
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An Act for Marriages in England. 

[17th August, 1836.] 

After \st of March, 1837, all Rules prescribed by the Kubrick to continue 
to be observed — Marriages may be solemnized on Production of Regis- 
trar's Certificate, 

Whereas it is expedient to amend the Law of Marriages in 
England : Be it enacted by the King's most excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
That after the first day of March (i), in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-seven, notwithstanding anything in 
this Act contained, all the rules prescribed by the Rubrick 
concerning the solemnizing of marriages shall continue to be 
duly observed by every person in holy orders of the Church 
of England who shall solemnize any marriage in England (2) ; 
Provided always, that where by any law or canon in force 
before the passing of this Act it is provided that any mar- 
riage may be solemnized after publication of banns, such 
marriage may be solemnized in like manner on production 
of the Registrar's Certificate as hereinafter provided (3) ; pro- 
vided also, that nothing in this Act contained shall affect the 
right of the Archbishop of Canterbury and his successors, 
and his and their proper officers, to grant special licences to 
marry at any convenient time and place, or the right of any 
surrogate or other person now having authority to grant 
licences for marriages. 

(i) ** Last day of June ;" see 7 Wm. 4, c. i, s. i. 

(2) With regard to the marriage of persons who have been divorced, 
see the Divorce and Matrimonial Causes Act, 20 & 21 VicL c. 8, ss. 57, 

58. 

(3) The notice to the Superintendent Registrar, and the issue of his 
Certificate, will stand instead of Banns : I Vict, c 22, s. 36. See also 
19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. II. 
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Marriages of Quakers and yews. 

t 

2. And be it enacted, That the Society of Friends, com- 
monly called Quakers, and also persons professing the Jewish 
religion, may continue to contract and solemnize marriage 
according to the usages of the said society and of the said 
persons respectively; and every such marriage is hereby 
declared and confirmed good in law, provided that the parties 
to such marriage be both of the said society, or both persons 
professing the Jewish religion respectively; provided also, 
that notice to the Registrar shall have been given, and the 
Registrar's Certificate shall have issued in manner hereinafter 
provided (4). 

Superintendent Registrar of Births to be Superintendent Registrar of 

Marriages, 

3. And be it enacted. That the Superintendent Registrar 
of Births and Deaths of every union, parish, or place shall be, 
in right of his office, Superintendent Registrar of Marriages 
within such union, parish, or place, and that such union, 
parish, or place shall be deemed the district of such Super- 
intendent Registrar of Marriages (5). 

Notice of every intended Marriage to he given to the Superintendent 

Registrar of the District, 

4. And be it enacted. That in every case of marriage 
intended to be solemnized in England after the said first day 
of March (6) according to the rites of the Church of England 
(unless by hcence or by special licence, or after publication 
of banns), and m every case of marriage intended to be 
solemnized in England after the said first day of March 
according to the usages of the Quakers or Jews, or according 
to any form authorized by this Act, one of thfs parties shall 

(4) See 19 & 20 Vict c 119, s. 21, which enables Marriages of 
Quakers or Jews to be solemnized by Licence as well as by Cextiucate ; 
also 23 Vict. c. 18, and 35 Vict c. 10, post, 

(5) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 10. 

(6) '* Last day of June :*' see 7 Wm. 4, c. i, s. i. 
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give notice (7) under his or her hand (8) ♦ ♦ ♦ 

to the Superintendent Registrar of the district within which 
the parties shall have dwelt for not less than seven days then 
next preceding, or if the parties dwell in the districts of 
different Superintendent Registrars, shall give the like notice 
to the Superintendent Registrar of each district (9), and shall 
state therein the nalne and surname, and the profession or 
condition of each of the parties intending marriage, the dwell- 
ing place of each of them (10), and the time not being less 
than seven days during which each has dwelt .therein, and the 
church or other building in which the marriage is to be 
solemnized ; provided that if either party shall have dwelt in 
the place stated in the notice during more than one calendar 
month, it may be stated therein that he or she hath dwelt 
there one month and upwards (11). 



(7) As to the meaning of the word "notice," see i Vict. c. 22, s. i. 
Every such Notice of Marriage must be accompanied by a solemn 
declaration by one of the parties, th^t there is no lawful hindrance to 
such Marriage : 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 2. 

(8) With regard to the Notice of Marriage, see 19 & 20 Vict. c. 1 19, 
s. 3, post The words omitted are repealed by 37 & 38 Vict. c. 35. 

(9) This is virtually repealed, as to Marriages by Licence, by the 
19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 6, which enacts that in case of Marriage by 
Licence notice given to the Superintendent Registrar of one district 
shall be sufficient. 

(10) See 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 6. 

(11) See 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 7. 

To sustain an indictment against a clergyman for refusing to marry 
persons who have obtained a Registrar's Certificate for that purpose, 
they must have presented themselves to him to be married at some time 
when he could legally have married them. Whether this is in any case 
an indictable offence or is merely an ecclesiastical matter, qucere. 
If indictable, sembie^ that it must be averred in the indictment that the 
persons could lawfully marry. Reg, v. James, 3 C. & P. 167. 

The notice in anticipation of marriage required by the Registration 
Acts was given at the Registry Office by A., the husband, who was a 
minor without parent or guardian. In the notice the full names of the 
parties were not inserted, but only those by which they were generally 
known, and their ages and residences were also incorrectly stated. 
This was held a "due notice" within the meaning of the statute and 
the marriage valid. The decisions in cases as to what constituted a due 
publication of banns before the 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, are no guide to 
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Superintendent Registrar to keep Notices in a Book. 

5. And be it enacted, That the Superintendent Registrar 
shall file all such notices, and keep them with the Records of 
his office, and shall also forthwith enter a true copy of all 
such notices fairly into a book, to be for that purpose fur- 
nished to him by the Registrar General, to be called " The 
Marriage Notice Book,'* tiie cost of providing which shall be 
defrayed in like manner as the cost of providing Register 
Books of Births and Deaths (12) ; and the Marriage Notice 
Book shall be open at all reasonable times without fee to all 
persons desirous of inspecting the same ; and for every such 
entry the Superintendent Registrar shall be entitled to have 

a fee of one shilling (13). 

« « * « » 

Forms of Certificates to be furnished— Certificates for Marriage by Licence 
to be distinguishable from other Certificates. 

8. And be it enacted. That the Registrar General shall 
furnish to every Superintendent Registrar a sufficient number 
of forms of certificates, the cost of which shall be accounted 
for by the Superintendent Registrar to the Registrar Gene- 
ral (14) ; and in order to distinguish the certificates to be 
issued for marriages by licence from the certificates to be 
issued for marriages without licence, a watermark in the form 
of the word " licence," in Roman letters, shall be laid and 
manufactured in the substance of the paper on which the 
certificates to be issued for marriage by Hcence shall be 
written or printed ; and every certificate to be issued for 
marriage by licence shall be printed with red ink, and every 
certificate to be issued for marriages without licence shall be 
printed with black ink, and such other distinctive marks be- 



the Court in determining what is a "due notice" to the Registrar. 
Holmes v. Simmons^ 18 L. T. (N.S.) 770. 

(12) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. iS. 

(13) Further, with reg^Eurd to the entry of notices in this book, see 
19 & 20 Vict c. 1 19, ss. 3 and 5 ; and their exhibition in the office of 
the Superintendent Registrar, see s. 4. 

(14) The 21 Vict c. 25, s. 6, repealed this provision in regard to 
accounting. 
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tween the two kinds of certificate shall be issued from time to 
time as shall seem fit to the Registrar General (15). 

Issue of Superintendent Registrar's Certificate may he forbidden. 

9. And be it enacted, That any person authorized in that 
behalf may forbid the issue of the Superintendent Registrar's 
certificate by writing at any time before the issue of such 
certificate the word " forbidden " opposite to the entry of the 
notice of such intended marriage in the Marriage Notice 
Book, and by subscribing thereto his or her name and place 
of abode, and his or her character, in respect of either of the 
parties, by reason of which he or she is so authorized ; and in 
case the issue of any such certificate shall have been so for- 
bidden, the notice and all proceedings thereupon shall be 
utterly void. 

Consent* 

10. And be it enacted, That after the said first day of 
March (16) the like consent shall be required to any marriage 
in England solemnized by licence as would have been re- 
quired by law to marriages solemnized by licence immedi- 
ately before the passing of this Act ; and every person whose 
consent to a marriage by licence is required by law is hereby 
authorized to forbid the issue of the Superintendent Regis- 
trar's certificate, whether the marriage is intended to be by 
licence or without licence. 

Superintendent Registrar may grant Licences for Marriage — Super in- 
tenaent Registrar to give Security — Proviso, 

11. And be it enacted, That after the said first day of 
March (17) every Superintendent Registrar shall have autho- 
rity to grant licences for Marriage in any building registered 
as hereinafter provided within any district under his superin- 



(15) By the Stamp Duties Act, 33 & 34 Vict. c. 97, the duty payable 
on a special licence for marriage in England or Ireland is ;^5, and for a 
licence which is not special lar. 

(16) ** Last day of June :" see 7 Wm. 4, c. I, s. I. 

(17) ** Last day of June :" see 7 Wm. 4, c. i, s. I. 

D 2 
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tendence (i8), or in his office * * * (19) ; and every 
Superintendent Registrar shall four times in every year, on 
such days as shall be appointed by the Registrar General, 
make a return to the Registrar General of every -licence 
granted by him since his last return, and of the particulars 
stated concerning the parties : Provided always, that no 
Superintendent Registrar shall grant any such licence until 
he shall have given security by his bond in the sum of one 
hundred pounds to the Registrar General for the due and 
faithful execution of his office : Provided also, that nothing 
herein contained shall authorize any Superintendent Regis- 
trar to grant any licence for marriage in any church or chapel 
in which marriages may be solemnized according to the rites 
of the Church of England, or in any church or chapel be- 
longing to the Church of England or licensed for the cele- 
bration of Divine Worship according to the rites and cere- 
monies of the Church of England, or any licence for mar- 
riage in any registered building which shall not be within his 
district (20). 



Caveat may be lodged with Superintendent Registrar against Grant of 

ZJcence or Certificate, 

13. And be it enacted. That any person on payment of 
five shillings may enter a caveat with the Superintendent 

(18) See 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, ss. 13, X^ which empowers the Super- 
intendent Registrar in certain cases to grant Licence for Marriage in a 
district in which neither of the parties resides. 

(19) The words omitted are repealed by 37 & 38 Vict. c. 35. 

(20) A Marriage under a Licence in which one of the parties was 
described under a false name is valid unless rendered otherwise by 
circumstances of fraud. Lane v. Goodwin, I2 L. J. (Q. B.) 157. 
There is a difference in this respect between Banns and Licence. In 
the publication of Banns it is essentially necessary that the publication 
should be in the true name, as it would otherwise be defective in 
substance, and no one would be put on their guard by the publication. 
A Licence, on the other hand, is not of the same notoriety, but is 
granted by the Ordinary on the evidence which he receives on the oath 
of the party as required by the Canons. 

The practice of granting Licences was rendered legal by 25 Hen. 8, 
c. 21 : 2 Bum, Ecc L. 462, edn. 1843 > Johnson, 194 ; Gibson s Codex, 
428, where the Constitution of 1597 is set out. 
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Registrar against the grant of a certificate or a licence for 
the marriage of any person named therein ; and if any 
caveat be entered with the Superintendent Registrar, such 
caveat being duly signed by or on behalf of the person who 
enters the same, together with his or her place of Resi- 
dence, and the ground of objection on which his or her 
caveat is founded, no certificate or licence shall issue or be 
granted until the Superintendent Registrar shall have ex- 
amined into the matter of the caveat, and is satisfied that it 
ought not to obstruct the grant of the certificate or licence for 
the said marriage, or until the caveat be withdrawn by the 
party who entered the same ; provided that in cases of doubt 
it shall be lawfiil for the Superintendent Registrar to refer 
the matter of any such caveat to the Registrar General, who 
shall decide upon the same : Provided likewise, that in case 
of the Superintendent Registrar refusing the grant of the cer- 
tificate or licence, the person supplying for the same shall 
have a right to appeal to the Registrar General, who shall 
thereupon either confirm the refusal or direct the grant of 
the certificate or licence. 

Marriages not to be solemnized until after 21 Days after Entry of 

Notice^ unless by Licence, 

14. And be it enacted. That after the said first day of 
March (2 1) no marriage after such notice as aforesaid, unless 
by virtue of a licence to be granted by the Superintendent 
Registrar, shall be solemnized or registered in England 
until after the expiration of twenty-one days after the day of 
the entry of such notice as aforesaid (22). ♦ ♦ * 



(21) "Last day of June :" see 7 Wm. 4, c. i, s. i. 

(22) The rest of this section is repealed by 37 & 38 Vict c. 35. It 
seems to be doubtful whether a Superintendent Registrar is liable to an 
action for refusing to solemnize a Marriage after a Licence had been 
obtained. In a case in which an action had been brought against a 
clergyman for wrongfully and illegally refusing to solemnize a Marriage 
after the plaintiff had obtained a Licence, Lord Denman, C.J., said 
that if a public officer, by neglecting his public duty, cause great 
damage to an individual, he might be liable to an action, and par- 
ticularly if malice or want of reasonable and probable cause were 
alleged ; but that probably no action against a public officer for not 
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New Notice required after Three Months. 

15. And be it enacted, That whenever a marriage shall 
not be had within three calendar months after the notice 
shall have been so entered by the Superintendent Registrar, 
the. notice and certificate, and any licence which may have 
been granted thereupon, and all other proceedings there- 
upon, shall be utterly void (23) ; and no person shall pro- 
ceed to solemnize the marriage, nor shall any Registrar 
register the same, until new notice shall have been given, 
and entry made, and certificate thereof given, at the time 
and in the manner aforesaid. 

Superintendent Registrar's Certificate or Licence to he delivered to the 
Person by or before whom the Marriage is solemnized, 

16. And be it enacted. That the Superintendent's certifi- 
cate, or in case the parties shall have given notice to the 
Superintendent of different districts, the certificate of each 
Superintendent shall be delivered to the officiating minister, 
if the marriage shall be solemnized according to the rites of 
the Church of England ; and the said certificate or licence 
shall be delivered to the Registering Officer of the people 
called Quakers for the place where the marriage is solemnized, 
if the same shall be solemnized according to the usages of 
the said people ; or to the Officer of a synagogue by whom 
the marriage is registered, if the same shall be solemnized 
according to the usages of persons professing the Jewish 
religion ; and in all other cases shaU be delivered to the 
Registrar present at the marriage, as hereinafter provided. 



performing a duty which is not required to be done at a specific time 
would lie unless it contained such an allegation. Assuming, however, 
that such an action would lie, the declaration must allege that there 
was a request by both parties, or that both were ready and willing to be 
married. It should also aver that the request and refusal were within 
the time (three months) specified in the Licence ; and also that there 
was malice or want of reasonable and probable cause. See Davis v. 
Black, I Ad. & E. (N.S.), 900 ; i Gale & D. 432 ; 10 L. J. R. (N.S.) 
Q. B. 338 ; 6 Jur. 55. 

(23) The I Vict c. 22, s. 3, makes it a felony knowingly and wilfully 
to solemnize, or permit to be solemnized, in the Superintendent Regis- 
trar's Office any Marriage declared to be null and void by this Act. 
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Superintendent Registrar may appoint Registrars of Marriages, 

17. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
Superintendent Registrar of any union, parish, or place (24) 
* * * (25) to appoint by writing under his hand such 
person or persons as he may tlunk fit, with such qualifications 
as the Registrar General, by any general rule, may declare to 
be necessary, to be a Registrar or Registrars for the purpose 
of being present at marriages to be solemnized by virtue of 
this Act at which the presence of a Registrar is made neces- 
sary, and every such Registrar of Marriages shall hold his 
office during the pleasure of the Superintendent Registrar by 
whom he was appointed, or of the Registrar General (26). 

Places of Worship may he registered for solemnising Marriages therein, 

18. And be it enacted. That any proprietor or trustee of a 
separate building, certified according to law as a place of 
religious worship, may apply to the Superintendent Registrar 
of the district, in order that such building may be registered 
for solemnizing marriages therein, and in such case shall 
deliver to the Superintendent Registrar a certificate, signed 
in duplicate by twenty householders at the least, that such 
building has been used by them during one year at the least 
as their usual place of public religious worship, and that they 
are desirous that such place should be registered as afore- 
said, each of which certificates shall be countersigned by the 
proprietor or trustee by whom the same shall be deli- 
vered (27) ; and the Superintendent Registrar shall send 



(24) The words omitted are repealed by 37 & 38 Vict. c. 35. 

(25) Appointments made after the 29th July, 1856, are to be by 
writing under the hand of the Superintendent Registrar, and subject to 
the approved of the Registrar General: 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 15. 
That Act by the same section also gives to the Registrar General a 
concurrent authority to appoint Registrars of Marriages ; and by section 
16 enables the Registrar of Marriages to appoint a Deputy. 

(26) The I Vict. c. 22, s. 22, enables the Registrar General to fix the 
number of Registrars of Marriages to be appointed by any Superin- 
tendent Registrar. As to the qualification of a Registrar of Marriages 
to be a Guardian of the Poor, see note to s. 7 of the 6 & 7 Wm. 
4, c. 86. 

(27) As regards Roman Catholic places of religious worship, see 
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both certificates to the Registrar General, who shall register 
such building accordingly in a book to be kept for that pur- 
pose at the General Register Office; and the Registrar 
General shall indorse on both certificates the date of the 
registry, and shall keep one certificate with the other records 
of the General Register Office, and shall return the other 
certificate to the Superintendent Registrar, who shall keep 
the same with the other records of his office ; and the Super- 
intendent Registrar shall enter the date of the registry of 
such building itiL a book to be furnished to him for tfiat pur- 
pose by the Registrar General, and shall give a certificate of 
such registry under his hand, on parchment or vellum, to 
the proprietor or trustee by whom the certificates are counter- 
signed, and shall give public notice of the registry thereof 
by advertisement in some newspaper circulating ^thin the 
county, and in the London Gazette (28) ; and for every 
such entry, certificate, and publication the Superintendent 

I Vict. c. 22, s. 35 ; and in regard to certified places of worship gene- 
rally, see the 18 & 19 Vict. c. %\^ post, 

(28) On a trial for bigamy, proof was given by a witness who was 
present at the Marriage, that the prisoner married his first wife at a 
certain Wesleyan Chapel in the presence of the Registrar, and that the 
entry of the Marriage in the Registrar's Books was signed by the 
witness as ^ witness to the Marriage, and that the. parties afterwards 
lived together as man and wife. To prove that the Chapel was duly 
registered for the solemnization of Marriages, a Certificate in the 
following words was put in: — "I, the undersigned T. E. A., Super- 
intendent Registrar of the District of L., in the Counties of B. and H., 
do hereby certify that the Wesleyan Chapel situate at D., in the County 
of B., was duly registered for the solemnization of Marriages therein, 
pursuant to the Act 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, on the 28th day of November, 
in the year 1845. Given under my hand this 26th day of March, 1856. 
T. E. A., Superintendent Registrar." To prove fiiis Certificate a 
witness stated that he received it from the Superintendent Registrar, 
that he examined it with the Superintendent Registrar's Book at his 
office, and that it was correctly extracted. It was objected that the 
certificate of Marriage, and the certificate of the Superintendent Regi&> 
trar of the due registration of the Chapel were not properly received in 
evidence : and on a case reserved, it was held per Pollock, C.B., and 
Willes, J., that the latter certificate was good evidence of the due 
registration of the Chapel for Marriages, as an examined extract from 
the Superintendent Registrar's Book, proved by the witness ; and per 
Wightman, J., Williams, J., Willes, J., and Watson, B., that, without 
reference to the Certificate, the fact of the solemnization of the Marriage 
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Registrar shall receive at the time of the delivery to him of 
the certificates the sum of three pounds (29). 

On Removal of the same Congregation the new Place of Worship may be 
immediately registered^ instead of the one disused. 

19. And be it enacted, That if at any time subsequent to 
the registry of any building for solemnizing marriages therein 
it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the Registrar 
General that such building has been disused for the public 
religious worship of the congregation on whose behalf it was 
registered as aforesaid, the Registrar General shall cause the 
registry thereof to be cancelled ; provided that if it shall be 
proved to the satisfaction of the Registrar General that the 
same congregjation use instead thereof some other such 
building for the purpose of public religious worship, the 
Registrar General may substitute and register such new place 
of worship instead of the disused building, although such new 
place of worship may not have been used for that purpose 
during one year then next preceding ; and every application 
for cancelling the registry of any such building, or for such 
substitution and registry of a substituted building, shall be 
made to the Registrar General by or through the Superin- 
tendent Registrar of the district \ and such cancel or substi* 
tution, when made, shall be made known by the Registrar 

in a Chapel in the presence of the Registrar, who could not lawfully 
have been present had the Chapel not been registered, and the entry of 
the Marriage in his book, raised 2,primAfacie presumption that the 
Chapel was duly registered. — Reg, v. Mainwaring, 26 L. J. (M. C.) 10 ; 
I Dear. & B. C. C. R. 132 ; 2 Jur. (N.S.) 1236. With regard to the 
presumption of Marriage, according to the Jewish law, see Goodman v. 
Goodman, 5 Jur. (N.S.), 902 ; 28 L. J. (N.S.), Ch. 745. 

In a prosecution for bigamy, proof of a Marriage in a Chapel in 
the presence of the Registrar of the District and two witnesses, is 
sufficient, without proving that the Chapel was registered for the cele- 
bration of Marriages. Heg v. Cradock, 3 F. & F. 837. 

(29) Defendant stated that she was married at a Roman Catholic 
Chapel by a priest, according to Roman Catholic rites — had since lived 
with her husband — ^he was then in Australia — she had heard from him 
within a few months. No evidence that Chapel was registered, or 
that Registrar was present under 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85. Held that 
evidence was sufficient, as the law would presume that the provisions of 
the Act had been complied with. Sichel v. Lambert, 10 Jur. (N.S.), 
616; isC. B. (N.S.) 781. 
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General to the Superintendent Registrar, who shall enter the 
fact and the date thereof in the book provided for the registry 
of such buildings, and shall certify and publish such cancel 
or substitution and registry in manner hereinbefore pro- 
vided in the case of the original registry of the disused build- 
ing; and for every such substitution the Superintendent 
Registrar shall receive, at the time of the delivery of the cer- 
tificate from the party requiring the substitution, the sum of 
three pounds ; and after such cancel or substitution shall have 
been made by the Registrar General it shall not be lawful to 
solemnize any marriage in such disused building unless the 
same shall be again registered in the manner hereinbefore 
provided. 

Marriages may be solemnized in suck registered Places^ in the Presence of 

some Registrar and of 7\ifO Witnesses, 

20. And be it enacted, That after the expiration of the 
said period of twenty-one days, or of seven days (30) if the 
marriage is by licence, marriages may be solemnized in the 
registered building stated as aforesaid in the notice of such 
marriage, between and by the parties described in the notice 
and certificate, according to such form and ceremony as they 
may see fit to adopt (31) : Provided nevertheless, that every 
such marriage shall be solemnized with open doors, between 
the hours of eight and twelve in the forenoon, in the pre- 
sence of some Registrar of the district in which such regis- 
tered building is situate, and of two or more credible wit- 
nesses ; provided also, that in some part of the ceremony, 
and in the presence of such Registrar and witnesses, each of 
the parties shall declare, 

" I do solemnly declare. That I know not of any lawful 
" impediment, why I A. B, may not be joined in 
' " matrimony to C, DJ* 

(30) ** One whole day :" see 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 9. 

(31) The 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. Ii, renders the consent of the 
Minister or of one of the Trustees, Owners, or Deacons, or Managers 
of registered buildings necessary to the solemnization of Marriages 
therein : the consent of the Minister of registered buildings of the 
Church of Rome, and of any Church or Chapel of the United Church 
of England and Ireland, is sdso made necessary by the same statute to 
the solemnization of Marriages therein. 
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And each of the parties shall say to the other, 

" I call upon these persons here present to witness that 
*M A, B, do take thee C. D, to be my lawful 
" wedded wife \or husband] *' (32). 

Provided also, that there be no lawful impediment to the 
marriage of such parties (33). 

Marriages may be celebrated before the Superintendent Registrar, 

21. And be it enacted. That any persons who shall object 
to marry under the provisions of this Act in any such regis- 
tered building may, after due notice and certificate issued as 
aforesaid, contract and solemnize marriage at the office and 
in the presence of the Superintendent Registrar and some 
Registrar of the district, and in the presence of two wit- 
nesses, with open doors, and between the hours aforesaid, 
making the declaration and using the form of words herein- 
before provided in the case of marriage in any such registered 
building (34). 

(32) With regard to the use of the Welsh tongue in Marriages in 
WsJes, see i Vict. c. 22, s. 23. 

(33) See I Vict. c. 22, s. 34, 3 & 4 Vict. c. 72, s, 2, and 19 & 20 
Vict, c 119, s. 13, as to the solemnization of Marriages in registered 
buildings in districts in which one or neither of the parties dwell. 

(34) See 19 & 20 Vict c. 119, s. 12, which permits of the religious 
ceremony ordained by the Church being added in any case after a 
Marriage in a Registry Office, and expressly enacts that at no Marriage 
celebrated at the Registry Office of any district shall any religious 
service be used at such R^stry Office. 

The following report is extracted from the Times newspaper of the 
2Sth March, 1861 : — 

'* surrendered to take his trial upon a charge that, on the 19th 

of January, 1S61, he made a certain false notice of marriage, before the 
Registrar of Marriages at , for the purpose of procuring his mar- 
riage with one ^ who was his brother s widow. 

**This was a prosecution instituted by Her Majesty's Attorney- 
General, under these circumstances : — The prisoner's brother, , had 

some years ago married a woman named , but he died some few 

years ago, leaving his wife a widow with seven children, residing at 
— . After the husbaind's death the defendant went to live with his 
brother's widow, and assisted in managing the farm, and early in 1859 

be applied to the Rev. , the vicar of ^ to marry him and the 

widow. The clergyman refused to do this, and told the prisoner it 
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Marriage Fees to the Registrar. 

22. And be it enacted, That the Registrar shall be entitled 
for every marriage which shall be solemnized under this Act 
in his presence to have from the parties married the sum of 
ten shillings, if the marriage shall be by Ucence, and other- 
wise the sum of five shillings. 

Registrar to register all Marriages solemnized before him in Books to be 
sent ^ the Registrar General — 6 dr» 7 Wm. IV, c, 86. 

23. And be it enacted, That the Registrar shall forthwith 
register every marriage solemnized in manner aforesaid in 
his presence in a Marriage Register Book to be furnished to 
him for that purpose from time to time by the Registrar 
General, according to the form provided for the registration 
of marriages by an Act made in this present Session of Par- 
liament, intituled, "An Act for registering Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages in England " (35), the cost of which shall be 



would be unlawful, and, to satisfy him upon this score, pointed out to 
him the table of prohibited degrees in the Book of Common Prayer. 

The prisoner then applied to the Registrar of ^ but he, knowing 

th^e circumstances, also refused, and told the prisoner the marriage 

would be void. The prisoner then applied to the registrar at ^ 

and on the 19th orjanuary, 1861, gave a notice of his intended mar- 
riage, in which he described his intended as a 'widow,* but with her 

maiden name of ^ and falsely stated that she had lived seven days 

in , and that he himself had lived in the same place for 14 days. 

** The prisoner, by the advice of his counsel, pleaded * Guilty.' 

**Mr. Serjeant Pigott, on the part of the prosecution, intimated 
that there was no wish to press for punishment. All that was wished 
for was that the law should be made known and vindicated. 

"Mr. Best said he had a great many witnesses to the defendant's 
good character, and that a memorial in his favour had been signed by 
nine-tenths of the inhabitants of . 

**The prisoner being brought up for judgment, Mr. Justice Black- 
bum said, as the object of the prosecution was that the law might be 
made known, it would be sufficient to pass a light sentence, — viz., one 
month's imprisonment, with hard labour." 

(35) See s. 17 of that Act. See also the i± & 13 Vict. c. 68, s. Il« 
post^ as to Marriage Registers in foreign countries or places ; and 
14 & 15 Vict. c. 40, ss. 12, 21, and 22, post, as to Marriage Registers in 
India. 
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defrayed in like manner as the cost of providing register 
books of births and deaths (36) ; and every entry of such 
marriage shall be signed by the person by or before whom 
the marriage shall have been solemnized, if there shall be 
any such person, and by the Registrar, and also by the 
parties married, and attested by two witnesses ; and every 
such entry shall be made in order from the beginning to the 
end of the book (37). 

Copies of the Marriage Register Book to be given quarterly to the Super' 

intendent Registrar, 

24; And be it enacted, That in every year, on such days 
as shall from time to time be appointed by the Registrar 
General, within one calendar month next after the first day 
of April, the first day of July, the first day of October, and 
• the first day of January respectively, every Registrar shall 
make and deliver to the Superintendent Registrar of his dis- 
trict a true copy, certified by him under his hand, according 
to the form of Schedule (D.) to this Act annexed, of all the 
entries of marriage in the register book kept by him since 
the last delivery, and the Superintendent Registrar shall 
verify the same, and if found to be correct shall certify the 
same under his hand to be a true copy ; and if there shall 
have been no marriage registered since the delivery of the 
last certified copy, the Registrar shall certify the fact, and 
such certificate shall be delivered to the Superintendent 
Registrar as aforesaid, and countersigned by him (38) ; and 
the Registrar shall keep safely the said register book until 

(36) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 18. 

(37) With respect to evidence of marriage generally, the following 
case may be cited. An extract from the Parish Register showing that 
the marriage took place in a private house was put in, as well as the 
fiat of the Archbishop of Canterbury for a Special Licence, with the 
affidavit of the person on which it was obtained. No evidence was 
given of search for the Special Licence ; but nevertheless it was held 
that the fiat was admissible as an act done in the course of official duty 
in confirmation of the other evidence of the marriage. — Doe d. Lord 
Egremont v. Grazebrook, 12 L. J. (Q. B.) 221 

(38) No specific remuneration to the Registrar of Marriages for the 
performance of this duty is provided for by the Act ; but it must be 
taken to be covered by his marriage fees under s. 22. 
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it shall be filled, and shall then deliver it to the Superinten- 
dent Registrar to be kept by him with the records of his 
office. 



Bishops^ with Consent of Patrons^ may license Chapels for the Solemni* 

zation of Marriages in populous Places, 

26. And whereas it is expedient that provision should be 
made, under proper restrictions, for relieving the inhabitants 
of populous districts remote from the parish church, or from 
any chapel wherein marriages may be lawfully celebrated 
according to the rites and ceremonies of the Church of Eng- 
land, from the inconvenience to which they may be thereby 
subjected in the solemnization of their marriages; be it 
therefore enacted. That, with the consent under the hand and 
seal of the patron and incumbent respectively of the church 
of the parish or district in which may be situated any public 
chapel with or without a chapelry thereunto annexed, or any 
chapel duly licensed for the celebration of divine service ac- 
cording to the rites and ceremonies of the Church of England, 
or any chapel the minister whereof is duly licensed to offi- 
ciate therein according to the rites and ceremonies of the 
Church of England, or without such consent after two calen- 
dar months' notice in writing given by the Registrar of the 
diocese to such patron and incumbent respectively, the Bishop 
of the diocese may, if he shall think it necessary for the due 
accommodation and convenience of the inhabitants, autho- 
rize by a licence under his hand and seal the solemnization 
of marriages in any such chapel for persons residing within a 
district the limits whereof shall be specified in the Bishop's 
licence, and under such provisions as to the amount, appro- 
priation, or apportionment of the dues, and as to other par- 
ticulars, as to the said Bishop may seem fit, and as may be 
specified in the said licence (39) ; provided that it shall be 



(39) By the Stamp Act, 33 & 34 Vict. c. 97, the duty payable on a 
"licence" under the seal of any archbishop, bishop, oiancellor, or 
other ordinary, or by any Ecclesiastical Court in England for licensing 
any chapel for the solemnization of marriages therein pursuant to the 
provisions of the Act 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 8$, is lar. With r^azd to 
the effect of the Licence see i Vict. c. 22, ss. 33 and 34. 
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lawful for any patron or incumbent who shall refuse or with- 
hold consent to the grant of any such licence to deliver to 
the Bishop, under his or her hand and sea], a statement of 
the reasons for which such consent shall have been so refused 
or withholden; and no such licence shall be granted by any 
Bishop until he shall have inquired into the matter of such 
reasons ; and every instrument of consent of the patron and 
incumbent, or, if such consent be refused or withholden, a 
copy of the notice under the hand of the Registrar, and 
every statement of reasons alleged as aforesaid by the patron 
or incumbent, with the Bishop*s adjudication thereupon 
under his hand and seal, shall be registered in the Registry 
of the diocese ; and thenceforth and until the said licence be 
revoked marriages solemnized in such chapel shall be as valid 
to all intents and purposes as if the same had been solemnized 
in the parish church, or in any chapel where marriages might 
heretofore have been legally solemnized (40). 

Appropriation of Fees on Marriages performed in such Chapels, 

27. And be it enacted, That all fees, dues, and other 
emoluments on account of the solemnization of marriages 
which belong to the incumbent or clerk respectively of any 
church or chapel in any parish or district within which the 
solemnization of marriages shall be authorized as aforesaid 
shall respectively be received, until the avoidance of such 
church or chapel next after the passing of this Act, for and 
on account of such incumbent, and, until the vacancy in the 
office of clerk next after the passing of this Act, for and on 
account of such clerk, and be paid over to them, except such 
portion of the fees, dues, or other emoluments as the said 
Bishop of the diocese, with the consent of the said incumbent 
and clerk respectively, shall in such aforesaid licence assign 
to the minister and clerk respectively of the chapel in which 
the solemnizatioli of marriages shall be authorized as afore- 
said ; and that it shall be lawful for the said Bishop in and 
by such licence, without any such consent, to declare that 
from and after such next avoidance or vacancy respectively 

(40) See the provision which was made in the 7 Wni. 4, c. i, s. I, 
for obtaining a list of such Chapels. 
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the whole or such part of 'the fees, dues, and other emolu- 
ments on account of the solemnization of marriages in such 
last-mentioned chapel as shall be specified in such licence 
shall be receivable, and the same shall thenceforth be, re- 
ceived by or for the minister and clerk of such chapel 
respectively. 

Patron or Incumbent may appeal to the Archbishop against such Licences, 

28. And be it enacted, That when the said Bishop shall 
authorize the solemnization of marriages in any such chapel 
as aforesaid, without the consent under the hand and seal of 
the patron and incumbent respectively, it shall be lawful for 
them or either of them to appeal within one calendar month 
to the Archbishop of the province, who shall hear the same 
in a simmiary manner, and shall make such order confirming, 
revoking, or varying the licence so given, as to him shall 
seem meet and expedient, which order shall be registered in 
the Registry of the diocese, and shall be conclusive and bind- 
ing on all parties whatsoever. 



Marriages performed in such Chapels to be under the same Regulations 

as those performed in Parish Churches, 

30. And be it enacted. That all provisions which shall 
from time to time be in force relative to marriages, and to 
providing, keeping, and transmitting register books and 
copies of registers of marriages solemnized in any parish 
church, shall extend to any chapel in which the solemnization 
of marriages shall be authorized as aforesaid, in the same 
manner as if the same were a parish church, and everything ' 
required by law to be done relating thereto by the rector, 
\dcar, curate, or churchwardens respectively of any parish 
church shall be done by the officiating minister, chapel 
warden, or other person exercising analogous duties in such 
chapel respectively. 

Option to Parties to be married at Parish Church, 

31. Provided always, and be it enacted. That notwith- 
standing any such licence as aforesaid to solemnize mar- 
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riages in any such chapel, the parties may, if they think fit, 
have their marriage solemnized in the parish church, or in 
any chapel in which heretofore the marriage of such parties 
or either of them might have been legally solemnized. 

Bishop f with Consent of Archbishop^ may revoke such Licences, 

32. And be it enacted. That any such licence or order may 
at any time be revoked by writing under the hand and seal 
of the Bishop of the diocese, with the consent in writing of 
the Archbishop of the province ; and such revocation and 
consent shall be registered in the Registry of the diocese, the 
Registrar whereof shall notify the same in writing to the 
minister officiating in the chapel, and shall also give public 
notice thereof by advertisement in some newspaper circu- 
lating within the county and in the London Gazette^ and 
thenceforth the authority to solemnize marriages in such 
chapel shall cease and determine (41). 

In which Case Registers to be sent to the Incumbent of the Parish Church, 

33. And be it enacted. That in case of the revocation of 
the licence to solemnize marriages in any such chapel all 
registers of marriages solemnized therein under such licence 
which shall be in the custody or possession of the minister of 
such chapel at the time of such revocation shall forthwith be 
transmitted to the incumbent or officiating minister of the 
parish church, and shall thenceforth be preserved, and in all 
other respects dealt with in the same manner, and be of the 



(41) A new church, C, was built and endowed, and a district assigned 
to it, and fund provided for repairs of church under i & 2 Wm. 4, c. 78, 
and the bishop, under 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, gave licence for publication 
of banns and solemnization of matrimony, and for taking the same 
fees as in the mother church. Held^ that the authority intended by s. 14 
of 19 & 20 Vict. c. 104, was not a licence by the bishop which is revo- 
cable by s. 32 and 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, but an authority under an order 
of the commissioners under 19 & 20 Vict. c. 104, s. ii, and therefore 
the district did not become a district parish within that section. Reg. 
V. Perry, 7 Jur. (N.S.) 655. 

Semble, that 6 & 7 Vict. c. 37, s. 15, applies to district constituted 
under that Act, and not one under i & 2 Wm. 4, c. 38, with licence 
from bishop under 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 8$. 

E 
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same force and validity, to all intents and purposes, as if they 
had been originally made and deposited with such incumbent 
or officiating minister ; and that such incumbent or minister 
shall, when he next transmits to the Superintendent Registrar 
copies of the registers of marriages solemnized in such parish 
church, also therewith transmit copies of all such entries as 
shall have been made in such first-mentioned registers sub- 
sequent to the date of the last entry a copy whereof was 
transmitted to the Superintendent Registrar, and shall also 
transmit to him one copy of every register book so transmitted 
to him of which no copy shall have been already transmitted 
to the Superintendent Registrar, having first signed his name 
at the foot of the last entry therein. 

Registrars of Dioceses to send to the Register Office^ yearly^ Lists oj 
licensed Chapels within their Districts — Lists of all Chapels and 
Buildings registered to be printed, 

34. And be it enacted. That the Registrar of every 
diocese shall within fifteen days after the said first day of 
March (42), and also within fifteen days after the first day of 
January in every succeeding year, make out and send through 
the post office, directed to the Registrar General of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages, at his office, a list of all chapels 
belonging to the Church of England within that diocese 
wherein marriages may lawfiiUy be solemnized according to 
the rites and ceremonies of the Church of England, and shall 
distinguish in such list which have a parish, chapelry, or 
other recognized ecclesiastical division annexed to them, and 
which are chapels licensed by the Bishop under this Act, and 
shall state therein the district for which each of such chapels 
is licensed according to the description thereof in the licence ; 
and the Registrar General shall in every year make out and 
cause to be printed a list of all such chapels, and also of all 
places of public worship registered under the provisions of 
this Act (43), and shall state in such list the county and Re- 
gistrar's district within which each chapel or registered 
building is situated, and shall add also the names and places 

(42) " Last day of June :" see 7 Wm. 4, c. i, s. I. 

(43) With regard to certified places of religious worship of Protestant 
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of abode of the Registrars and Deputy Registrars of each dis- 
trict, and of the Superintendent Registrars ; and a copy 01 
such list shall be sent to every Registrar and Superintendent 

Registrar. 

« » « « « 

Registrar may ask certain Particulars of Parties, 

36. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
Registrar before whom any marriage is solemnized according 
to the provisions of this Act to ask of the parties to be mar- 
ried the several particulars required to be registered touching 
such marriage. 

Persons vexatiously entering Caveat liable to Costs and Damages. 

37. And be it enacted, That every person who shall enter 
a caveat with the Superintendent Registrar against the grant 
of any licence or issue of any certificate on grounds which 
the Registrar General shall declare to be frivolous, and that 
they ought not to obstruct the grant of the licence, shall be 
liable for the costs of the proceedings, and for damages to be 
recovered in a special action upon liie case by the party 
against whose marriage such caveat shall have been en- 
tered (44). 



Persons unduly solemnizing Marriage guilty of Felony. 

39. And be it enacted. That every person who after the 
said first day of March shall knowingly and wilfully solemn- 
ize any marriage in England, except by special Ucence, in 
any other place than a church or chapel in which marriages 
may be solemnized according to the rites of the Church of 
England, or than the registered building or office specified in 
the notice and certificate as aforesaid, shall be guilty of felony 



Dissenters, see 15 & 16 Vict. c. 36, s. 3 ; and the subsequent repealing 
Act, 18 & 19 Vict. c. 81. 

(44) The I Vict. c. 22, s. 5, makes the Registrar General's Certificate 
evidence that a caveat was entered on frivolous grounds, 

E 2 
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(except in the case of a marriage between two of the Society 
of Friends commonly called Quakers, according to the usages 
of the said society, or between two persons professing the 
Jewish religion, according to the usages of the Jews) ; and 
every person who in any such registered building or office 
shall knowingly and wilfully solemnize any marriage in the 
absence of a Registrar of the district in which such registered 
building or office is situated shall be guilty of felony ; and 
every person who shall knowingly and wilfully solemnize 
any marriage in England after the said first day of March (45) 
(except by licence) within twenty one days after the entry 
of the notice to the Superintendent Registrar as aforesaid (46) 
* * * or afler three calendar months after such entry, 
shall be guilty of felony. 

Superintendent Registrars unduly issuing Cert^icates guilty of Felony, 

40. And be it enacted, That every Superintendent Regis- 
trar who shall knowingly and wilfully issue any certificate for 
marriage after the expiration of three calendar months after 
the notice shall have been entered by him as aforesaid, or 
any certificate for marriage by licence before the expira- 
tion of seven days after the entry of the notice, or any 
certificate for marriage without licence before the expiration 
of twenty-one days after the entry of the notice, or any 
certificate the issue of which shall have been forbidden as 
aforesaid by any person authorized to forbid the issue of 
the Registrar's certificate, or who shall knowingly and wil- 
fully register any marriage herein declared to be null and 
void, and every Registrar who shall knowingly and wilfully 
issue any licence for marriage after the expiration of three 
calendar months after the notice shall have been entered by 
the Registrar as aforesaid, or who shall knowingly and wil- 
fully solemnize in his office any marriage herein declared to 
be null and void, shall be guilty of felony. 



(45) ** Last day of June :" see 7. Wm. 4, c. i, s. i. 
46) The words omitted are repealed by 37 & 38 Vict. c. 35. 
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Limitation of Prosecution. 

41. And be it enacted, That every prosecution under this 
Act shall be commenced within the space of three years after 
the offence committed. 

Marriages void if unduly solemnized with the Knowledge of both Parties 

— ^4 Geo. 4, c. 76. 

42. And be it enacted, That if any person shall knowingly 
and wilfully intermarry after the said first day of March (47) 
under the provisions of this Act in any place other than the 
church, chapel, registered building or office, or other place 
specified in the notice and certificate as aforesaid, or Without 
due notice to the Superintendent Registrar, or without certi- 
ficate of notice duly issued, or without licence, in case a 
licence is necessary under this Act, or in the absence of a 
Registrar or Superintendent Registrar where the presence of a 
Registrar or Superintendent Registrar is necessary under this 
Act, the marriage of such persons, except in any case herein- 
after excepted, shall be null and void : Provided always, that 
nothing herein contained shall extend to annul any marriage 
legally solemnized according to the provisions of an Act 
passed in the fourth year of His late Majesty George the 
Fourth, intituled * An Act for amending the Laws respecting 
the Solemnization of Marriages in England * (48). 



(47) " Last day of June : ** see 7 Wm. 4, c. i, s. I. 

(48) To render a Marriage invalid within 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 42, 
it must be contracted with a knowledge by both parties that no due 
notice had been given ; and therefore, where one of the parties, under 
s. 4 of the Act which requires that the notice shall state {inter 
alia) the name and surname of each of the parties intending Marriage, 
gave a notice stating therein a false Christian name for such party, but 
the other party did not know that fact at the time of the Marriage, the 
Marriage was valid ; and whether or not it be necessary that to con- 
stitute bigamy the second Marriage by the married person should be a 
valid one, a man who, being married, married a woman after stating a 
false name in his notice to the Registrar, without it appearing that she 
knew of that fact at the time, was held guilty of bigamy. Reg. v. 
Rea^ 41 L J. (M. C.) 92. 
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Provisions of Registry Act extended to this Act. 

44. And be it enacted, That this Act shall be taken to be 
part of the said Act for registering Births, Deaths, and Marri- 
ages, as fully and eflfectually as if incorporated therewith, and 
that all the provisions and penalties of the said Act relating 
to any Registrar or Register of Marriages, or certified copies 
thereof, shall be taken to extend to the Registrars and Regis- 
ters of Marriages to be solemnized under this Act, and to the 
certified copies thereof, so far as the same are applicable 
thereunto. 

Extent of Act, 

45. And be it enacted, That this Act shall extend only to 
England, and shall not extend to the marriage of any of the 
Royal Family (49). 



SCHEDULES to which this Act refers (50). 



« « « « « 

SCHEDULE (D). 

I Jokn CoXf Registrar of the district of Stepney, in the county of 
Middlesex, do hereby certify, That this is a true copy of the entries of 
Marriage registered in the said district from the entry of the Marriage 
of John Wood and Ann Simpson, number one, to the entry of the 
Marriage of James Smith and Martha Green, vlmxc^t fourteen. Witness 
my hand thisy?rj/ day of July, 1837. 

John Cox, Registrar. 



[The itcUics in this Schedule to be filled up as the case may be.] 

(49) See the Royal Marriage Act, 12 Geo. 3, c. 11. 

(50) The schedules to this Act, with the exception of Schedule (D), 
were repealed by 37 & 38 Vict. c. 35. 
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7 Wm. 4, cap. i (i). 

An Act to suspend for a limited Time the Operation 
of Two Acts passed in the last Session of Parlia- 
ment, for registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages 
in England, and for Marriages in England. 

[24th February, 1837.] 

How 6 <Sr» 7 Wm, 4, r. 86 and 6 <Sr» 7 Wm, 4, c» 85 shall be construed as 

Uy certain Dates, 

Whereas two Acts were passed in the last Session of Parlia- 
ment, intituled * An Act for Registering Births^ Deaths^ and 
Marriages in England,^ and * An Act for Marriages in Eng- 
land/ and by rectson of the provisions therein contained the 
said Acts would come into force on the first day of March 
now next ensuing; but it is expedient that the full operation of 
the same should be further delayed: Be it therefore encLcted by 
the King's most excellent Majesty^ by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal^ dnd Commons^ in 
this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same. That, subject to the proviso hereinctfter contained, the said 
two Ads respectively shall be construed as if the words ^^last day 
of June " had been inserted in the said Acts instead of the words 
^*: first day of Marchl' in every place where the last-mentioned 
words are found in the said Acts respectively (2) / Provided 
always, that the Registrar of every diocese shall, within fifteen 
days after the first day of March now next ensuing, make out 
and send, through the Post-office, directed to the Registrar Gene- 
ral of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, at his office, a list of all 
chapels belonging to the Church of England within that diocese 
wherein Marriages may be solemnized according to the rites and 

(i) The whole of this Act has been repealed by 37 & 38 Vict. 
c. 35 ; but as it is frequently referred to ante it has been considered 
desirable to retain it in this work. 

(2) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, ss. I, 4, 10, 1 1, 14, 34, 39, 42, and 6 & 
7 Wm. 4, c. 86, ss. I, 18, 19, 20, 25, 40. 
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ceremonies of the Church of England, as if this Act had not 
been parsed (3). 

First quarterly Deliveries of Copies of Registers, dr*r., to be in October. 

2. And be it enacted, That notwithstanding anything in the 
said Acts contained, or either of them, the first certified copies of 
all the entries of Births and Deaths, or first certificate that 
there has been no birth or death registered in the Register Book 
to be kept by any Registrar of Births and Deaths (4), and the 
first certified copy of all the entries of Marriages, or first certi- 
ficate that there has been no Marriage entered in the Register 
Book kept by any Rector, Vicar, Curate, Registrar of Mar- 
riages, Registering Officer of the Society of Friends, or Secretary 
of a Synagogue (5), shall be mctde and given to the ^perin- 
tendent Registrar in the month of October tww next ensuing, 
and shall contain and certify all the entries made up to the time 
at which t/ie same shall be so certified to be a true copy, or that 
there have been no entries up to that time, cts the case may 
be (6). 



(3) As to such Chapels see 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 26, et seq, 

(4) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 32. 

(5) ^^' s. 33. 

(6) These certified copies are to be made up, and to refer respec- 
tively to the last days of March, June, September, and December then 
next preceding, i Vict. c. 22, s. 26, 
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7 Wm. 4 6* I Vict. cap. 22. 

An Act to explain and amend Two Acts passed in 
the last Session of Parliament, for Marriages, and 
for Registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages in 
England. [30th June, 1837.] 

6 dr» 7 Wm, 4, r. 85 ; 6 dr» 7 Wm, 4, c, ^(h—Meaning of the Words 
Notice to the Registrar and Registrar's Certificate, 

Whereas by an Act made in the last Session of Parliament, 
intituled * An Act for Marriages in England,' and by another 
Act intituled * An Act for Registering Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages in England,* sundry provisions were made for* the 
duties of Superintendent Registrars and also of Registrars 
and Deputy Registrars of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, 
which several provisions require to be further explained and 
amended : And whereas the recited Acts require amendment 
in other respects : Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's 
most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same. That where in the said Act for Marriages in England 
provision is made for giving notice of Marriage to any Re- 
gistrar, and where in the last-recifed Act, or any Schedule 
thereunto annexed, mention is made of any such Notice, or 
of the Registrar's certificate of any such Notice, the same 
shall be construed respectively to mean the Notice to be 
given to the Superintendent Registrar, and the Certificate 
thereof to be issued by the Superintendent Registrar, accord- 
ing to the provisions for that purpose contained in the last- 
recited Act. 



Superintendent Registrars unduly issuing Licences, or solemnizing 

Marriages, guilty of Felony, 

3. And be it enacted. That every Superintendent Registrar 
who shall knowingly and wilfully issue any Ucence for Mar- 
riage after the expiration of three calendar months after the 
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notice shall have been entered by the Superintendent Regis- 
trar, as provided by the said Act for Marriages, or who shall 
knowingly and wilfully solemnize or permit to be solemnized 
in his office any Marriage in the last-recited Act declared to 
be null and void, shall be guilty of felony (i). 



Registrar GeneraVs Certificate of frivolous Caveat to be Evidence. 

5. And be it enacted, That for the purpose of enabling 
any person to recover costs and damages in any action, as 
provided by the said Act for Marriages (2), from any person 
who shall have entered a caveat on frivolous grounds with 
the Superintendent Registrar, a copy of the declaration of 
the Registrar General, purporting to be sealed with the seal 
of the General Register Office, shall be evidence that the 
Registrar General has declared such caveat to have been 
entered on frivolous grounds, and that they ought not to 
obstruct the grant of the licence or issue of the certificate, as 
the case may be ; and such declaration shall have the effect 
of the declaration required in such case by the said Act for 

Marriages. 

« ♦ « « « 

Place of Birth or Death may he inserted in the Register, 

8. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Re- 
gistrar General, if he shall think fit, to direct that the place 
of Birth or Death of any person whose Birth or Death shall 
be registered under the said Act for registering Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages, shall be added to the entry in such 
manner as the Registrar General shall direct ; and such ad- 
dition, when so made, shall be taken to all intents to be part 
of the entry in the Register (3). 

Provision for including Extra-parochial Places in Register Districts — 

46-5 Wm. 4, c, 76. 

9. And be it enacted. That it shall be lawful for the Regis- 
trar General, with the consent of the Poor Law Commis- 

(i) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, ss. 5, 11, and 15. 

(2) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 37. 

(3) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c 86, s. 18. 
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sioners, to direct that any place lying wholly within but not 
being part of any union, parish, or place for which a Board 
of Guardians shall have been established under the provi- 
sions of an Act passed in the fourth and fifth years of His 
late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled * An Act for 
the Amendment and better Administration of the Laws re- 
lating to the Poor in England and Wales,* shall be part of 
any one or more Registrars* Districts, within such union, 
parish or place, and within the superintendence of the Super- 
intendent Registrar thereof, or if not lying wholly within any 
one such union, parish, or place, as last aforesaid, then to be 
for those purposes annexed to such union, parish, or place 
as last aforesaid, as the Registrar General, with the consent 
of the Poor Law Commissioners, shall direct (4). 

Registrar General may unite Districts. 

. 10. And be it enacted. That it shall be lawful for the Re- 
gistrar General, if he shall see fit, with the approval of one 
of Her Majest/s principal Secretaries of State, to unite any 
two or more unions, parishes, or places for which a Board of 



(4) The places referred to in this section are designated by the word 
** place " oidy. It is understood that extra-parochial places are referred to. 
As to such places see 20 Vict. c. 19, s. impost, p. 128, by which, in certain 
cases, they are constituted parishes, for, amongst other purposes, the 
registration of Births and Deaths. By the 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122, s. 27, from 
the 25th day of December, 1868, every place which was or is reputed 
to be extra-parochial, whether entered by name in the report upon the 
census for the year 185 1 or not, for which an overseer has not been then 
appointed, or for which no overseer shall be then acting, or which has 
not been then annexed to and incorporated with an adjoining parish, 
shall for all civil parochial purposes be annexed to and incorporated 
with the next adjoining parish with which it has the longest common 
boundary, and in case there shall be two or more parishes with which 
it shall have boundaries of equal extent, then with that parish which 
now contains the lowest amount of rateable value : and every accretion 
from the sea, whether natural or artificial, and the part of the seashore 
to the low-water mark, and the bank of every river to the middle of the 
stream, which on the 25th day of December, 1868, shall not be in- 
cluded within the boundaries of or annexed to and incorporated with 
any parish, shall for the same purposes be annexed to and incorporated 
with the parish to which such accretion, pait, or bank adjoins in pro- 
portion to the extent of the common boundary. 
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Guardians shall have been established under the Act last 
aforesaid, or any two or more Superintendent Registrars' 
districts into one Superintendent Registrar's district (5) ; 
and in every such case of union the Registrar General shall 
declare by which Board of Guardians the Superintendent 
Registrar shall thenceforward be appointed ; and the Super- 
intendent Registrar of the union, parish, or place for which 
such Board is established shall from the time of such union 
be the sole Superintendent Registrar of such united dis- 
trict (6) ; and every provision of die said Acts for Marriages, 
and for registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages relating 
to Superintendent Registrars, and to the districts under their 
superintendence, and to Boards of Guardians within such 
districts, shall apply to every such Superintendent Registrar, 
and to every such district, and to the Board of Guardians so 
selected and declared ; and all register boxes, keys, books, 
documents, and papers in the possession of any Superin- 
tendent Registrar who shall cease to be such under the pro- 
visions of this Act shall be dehvered to the Superintendent 
Registrar of the united district, and may be recovered in the 
manner provided by the last-recited Acts (7), and shall be 
removed from the office of the person ceasing to be Superin- 
tendent Registrar to the office of the Superintendent Registrar 
of the united district ; and the office of every Superintendent 
Registrar ceasing to be such under the provisions of this 
Act shall from the time of such union as last aforesaid cease 
to be a Register Office within the meaning of the said last- 
recited Acts, and it shall be lawful for the Commissioners of 
Her Majesty's Treasury, or any three of them, to cause to 
be repaid out of the ConsoHdated Fund such sum as the 
Board of Guardians shall have legally paid or for which they 
may have lawfully become liable as such Guardians, for the 
sole purpose of providing a Register Office ; and in every 
case in which such union as last aforesaid shall be intended 
to take place the Registrar General shall give pubhc notice 



(5) As to the application of this section see 37 & 38 Vict c. 88, 
ss. 21, 22, and 34, post, 

(6) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 7. 

(7) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 15. 
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thereof, and of the time when the same shall take effect, by 
advertisement in the London Gazette^ and in some news- 
paper circulating within the county ; and every such union 
shall take effect from the day named in such advertisement 
in the London Gazette. 

Registrar General may divide Unions or Districts, 

11. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the 
Registrar General, if he shall see fit, with the approval of 
one of Her Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, to divide 
any union, parish, or place, or any Superintendent Regis- 
trar's district, into two or more Superintendent Registrars* 
districts, and notice of every such division shall be published 
in the London Gazette (8); and in every such case the 
Guardians shall appoint a sufficient number of persons, with 
such qualifications as the Registrar General may by any 
general rule declare to be necessary, to be Superintendent 
Registrars of the new districts, and shall also appoint the 
district for which the Clerk to the Guardians or other person 
who may have been theretofore appointed as Superintendent 
Registrar of the whole union, parish, or place, shall continue 
to be Superintendent Registrar ; and every provision of the 
said recited Acts for Marriages, and for registering Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages, relating to Superintendent Registrars, 
and the districts under their superintendence, shall apply to 
ever}' Superintendent Registrar so appointed, and to the 
district for which he shall be so appointed. 

As to Locality of Superintendent Registrar's Office^ 

12. And be it enacted, That the Superintendent Regis- 
trar's office shall be taken, for the purposes of the said Act 
for Marriages, and for registering Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages, and of this Act, to be within the district of 
which -it is the Register Office, although not locally situated 
therein (9). 



(8) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 7. 

(9) With regard to the provision of the Superintendent Registrar's 
office see 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c 06, s. 9. 
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Jf Guardians neglect to appoint Registrars or Superintendent Registrars, 

the Registrar General to appoint thenu 

14. And be it enacted, That in every case in which the 
Clerk to any such Board of Guardians shall not think fit or 
shall be disqualified to accept the office of Superintendent 
Registrar, and the Guardians shall refuse or neglect during 
fourteen days after being required so to do by the Registrar 
General to appoint a Superintendent Registrar properly 
qualified, and in every case of vacancy of the office of Regis- 
trar or Superintendent Registrar in any such union, parish, 
or place in which the Guardians shall refuse or neglect during 
fourteen days after such vacancy to appoint a Registrar or 
Superintendent Registrar properly qualified, the appointment 
shall lapse to the Registrar General (10). 

Registrar General may appoint an Assistant to act for him in certain 

Cctses. 

15. And be it enacted. That the Registrar General shall 
have power, subject to the approval of the Commissioners of 
the Treasury, to appoint by writing under his hand a fit 
person to act as his assistant in the case of the illness of the 
Registrar General j and every such assistant, while so act- 
ing, shall have all the powers and duties and be subject to 
all the provisions and penalties declared by the said Acts for 
Marriages, and for registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages 
in England, and by this Act, or any of them ; except that 
such assistant shall not have power to make or declare any 
general rule, or to rescind or alter any order, regulation, 
or approval signified and made by the Registrar General 
in writing under his hand, or to dismiss any person from 
any office holden during the pleasure of the Registrar 
General. 



If more than One Clerk to a Board of Guardians ^ which of them to be 

Superintendent Registrar, 

1 7. And be it enacted. That whenever there are two or 
mpre clerks to the Guardians of any union, parish, or place, 

(10) See the provision in the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 7, as to Super- 
intendent Registrars. 
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established under the provisions of the said Act for amend- 
ing the laws relating to the poor, one only of whom shall 
possess such qualifications as the Registrar General by any 
general rule hath declared or shall declare to be necessary, 
or one only of whom shall think fit to accept the office of 
Superintendent Registrar of such union, parish, or place, 
such one shall be the Superintendent Registrar of such 
union, parish, or place ; and if two or more of such clerks 
shall possess such qualifications as aforesaid, and be willing 
to accept such office, then such Guardians shall elect and 
choose one of such clerks (possessing such qualifications as 
aforesaid) to be the Superintendent Registrar of such union, 
parish, or place ; and that no other person shall be or be 
elected or appointed to be Superintendent Registrar of any 
such union, parish, or place, unless all the clerks to the Board 
of Guardians (possessing such qualifications as aforesaid) 
shall not think fit to accept such office. 

Exemption of Registrars from parochial and corporate Offices. 

18. And be it enacted, That every Registrar of Births and 
Deaths and every Registrar of Marriages appointed under the 
provisions of the said Acts or either of them shall be freed 
and exempted from being returned and from serving on any 
Jury or Inquest, and from every parochial and corporate 
office whatever (i i). 

Guardians may borraiv Money for providing Register Offices, 

19. And be it enacted, That for better enabling fit Register 
Offices to be provided (12), it shall be lawful for any such 
Board of Guardians to borrow money for that purpose, and 
to charge the amount of the sum borrowed on the future 

(11) As to a collector of assessed taxes see 43 Geo. 3, c. 99, s. 9 : he 
is not a parochial officer. By 5 & 6 Vict. c. 109, s. 6, all Registrars 
and Superintendent Registrars of Births, Deaths, and Marriages are 
freed and exempt from serving the office of constable under that Act. 
The appointment of a person who is Registrar of Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages, as overseer of the poor, is not void ; and in order to render 
it so, the overseer must appeal to the Sessions under the 43 Eliz. c. 2, 
s. 6. — Reg^ V. Chester^ JJ,^ 4 Jur. 484. 

(12) As to the provision of such offices, see 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 9, 
and s. 20 of this Act ; also 37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, ss. 33, 34, post. 
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poor rates of the parish, union, or place of which they are 
the Guardians, in the manner provided by the said Act for 
amending the laws relating to the poor with respect to 
monies borrowed for building workhouses for the relief of the 
poor (13) ; save only that the yearly instalments by which 
any money borrowed as aforesaid shall be repaid shall not 
be less than one twentieth of the sum borrowed, with interest 
on the same, and need not be more in any one year. 

If Guardians neglect to provide a Register Office^ Commissioners of 
Treasury may direct it to be provided, 

20. And be it enacted. That in any case in which any 
such Board of Guardians shall neglect or refuse to provide 
and uphold a Register Office according to the provisions of 
the said Act for registering Births, Deaths, and Mar- 
riages (14), it shall be lawful for the Commissioners of the 
Treasury, or any three of them, on the application of the 
Registrar General, to give directions for providing and up- 
holding the same, and to expend a sum not exceeding three 
hundred pounds in providing the same, and also aU sums 
needful for the repair and maintenance thereof from time to 
time, in case the Guardians shall continue to refuse or neglect 
to repair and uphold the same \ and it shall be lawful for the 
said Commissioners, or any three of them, to make an order 
from time to time on such Guardians for tiie repayment, out 
of the monies coming to their hands as such Guardians, of 
all sums so to be from time to time expended, and such order 
shall be binding upon the said Guardians, and the Guardians 
shall also be bound to pay out of the monies coming to their 
hands as such Guardians all costs and expenses incurred by 
or under the direction of the said Commissioners in making 

and enforcing such order. 

« « « « « 

Registrar General to limit the Number of Registrars of Marriage. 

2 2. And be it enacted. That the Registrar General shall 
be authorized to fix from time to time the number of Regis- 

(13) The 4 & 5 Wm. 4, c 76, s. 24, enables Guardians to borrow, 6\i 
the security of the rates, money for purposes of building or enlarging 
workhouses. 

(14) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 9, ante 
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trars of Marriage to be appointed by any Superintendent 
Registrar; and no. Superintendent Registrar shall have 
power to appoint more than the number so fixed for him to 
appoint . 

Provision for Marriages in the Welsh Tongue, 

23. And be it enacted, That the Registrar General, under 
the direction of one of Her Majesty's principal Secretaries of 
State, shall take order that the solemn declaration and form 
of words (15) provided to be used in the case of Marriages 
under the said Act for Marriages be truly and exactly trans- 
lated into the Welsh tongue, and shall cause the same so 
translated to be furnished to every Registrar of Marriages 
throughout Wales, and in all places where the Welsh tongue 
is commonly used \ and it shall be lawful to use the declara- 
tion and form of words so translated, and published by autho- 
rity, in all places where the Welsh tongue is commonly used 
or preferred, in such manner and form and to the same intents 
and purposes as by the said Act is prescribed in the English 
tongue. 



Certified Copies of Register Books to be ma4e up quarterly — 7 Win, 4, ^. i. 

26. And be it enacted, That the certified copies of the 
entries of Births, Deaths, and Marriages required by the said 
Acts for Marriages (i6), and for registering Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages (17) * * * (18) to be made and delivered to 
the Superintendent Registrar, and also the certificates to be 
made and delivered to the Superintendent Registrar that 
there has been no Birth, Death, or Marriage registered since 
the delivery of the last certificate, shall in every case be made 
up and refer respectively to the last days of March, June, 
September, and December then next preceding, and not to 
the time of the making or delivery of such certified copy or 
certificate when made on any subsequent day. 



(15) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 20; and 19 & 20 Vict c. 119^ s. 2. 

(16) 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85. 

(17) 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, ss. 32, 33. 

(18) The words omitted are repealed by 37 & 38 Vict c. 35. 

F 
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Clergyman to be paid for making Register in Duplicate, 

27. And whereas it is required by the said Act for regis- 
tering Births, Deaths, and Marriages (19) that every Rector, 
Vicar, and Curate shall register in duphcate the particulars of 
every Marriage solemnized by him, one of which Registers he 
is also required to deliver when filled to the Superintendent 
Re^strar of the district in which such church or chapel may 
be situated, and also four times in every year to deliver to the 
said Superintendent Registrar a true copy, certified by him 
under his hand, of all the entries of Marriages in the Register 
Book kept by him since the last certificate : Be it enacted, 
That the said Superintendent Registrar shall pay or cause 
to be paid to the said Rector, Vicar, or Curate the sum 
of sixpence for every entry contained in such certified 
copy, which sum shall be reimbursed to the said Superinten- 
dent Registrar by the Guardians or Overseers of the union, 
parish, or place for which he shall be appointed Superinten- 
dent Registrar as aforesaid^ in like manner as by the said Act 
is provided for the payment of the Registrar on production 
of his accounts to the Superintendent Registrar (20). 

Penalty for neglecting to send certified Copies of Register Books, 

28. And be it enacted. That every person who, under the 
provisions of the said Acts for Marriages, and for registering 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages, or either of them, as amended 
by this Act, is required to make and deliver to any Superin- 



(19) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, ss. 31, 33. 

(20) With regard to marriages in a district church the Poor Law 
Board have said that though the statutes relating to Registration are 
so expressed as to leave some doubt as to whether the minister of such 
a church is included within the scope of their provisions, they are upon 
the whole disposed to think that he would be so included. If so, the 
payment of fees to him would be correct, and the Superintendent 
Registrar who pays the fees should lay his claim for repayment before 
the Guardians of the imion, and they should charge the amount which 
they may repay to the parish in which the church wherein the marriages 
are solemnized is situated. With regard to this section see 6 & 7 Wm. 4, 
c. 86, s. 29, ante^ p. n* and 22 & 23 Vict. c. 49, s. I, which limits the time 
within which debts, claims, or demands, upon Boards of Guardians can 
lawfully be paid by them. 
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tendent Registrar a certified copy of the entries of any Births, 
Deaths, or Marriages registered by him, or the certificate re- 
quired by the said Acts as amended by this Act that there 
have been no entries since the last certificate (2 1), and who 
after being duly required to deliver such certified copy or such 
certificate as aforesaid shall refuse or during one calendar 
month neglect so to do, shall be liable for every such offence 
to forfeit a sum not exceeding ten pounds, to be recovered 
as other penalties for offences against the said Acts are made 
recoverable : Provided always, that in such case a moiety of 
the penalty shall not go to the informer, but the whole shall 
go to the Registrar General, or such other person as the 
Commissioners of the Treasury shall appoint, for the use of 
Her Majesty. 

Certificates^ &'c., required to be given to any Superintendent Registrar 
may be given to any Registrar ^ who is to forward the same^ 6*f. 

29. And be it enacted. That in every case in which any 
Rector, Vicar, or Curate is required by either of the said Acts 
for Marriages, and for registering Births, Deaths, and Mar- 
riages (22), or by this Act, to give or deliver any notice, cer- 
tificate, or certified copy to any Superintendent Registrar, it 
shall be sufficient for such Rector, Vicar, or Curate to give 
or ddiver the same to some Registrar under the superinten- 
dence of such Superintendent Registrar; and every Regis- 
trar on receiving any such notice, certificate, or certified copy 
shall give or deliver the same to the Superintendent Regis- 
trar; and each Superintendent Registrar shall direct the 
Registrars of Births and Deaths under his superintendence 
quarterly or oftener if he shall think fit or shall be so ordered 
to do by the Registrar General to collect the notices, certifi- 
cates, and certified copies from every Rector, Vicar, and 
Curate within his district. 

Authority for administering Oaths, 

30. And for removing of all doubt with regard to the ad- 
ministration of oaths, be it enacted, That every person 



(21) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, ss. 32, 33. 

(22) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 33. 

F 2 
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before whom by the said Acts or either of them an oath is 
directed to be taken is hereby authorized to administer the 
same. 



Banns may be published in Chapels where Marriages may he solemnized, 

33. And be it enacted, That the banns of Marriage of any 
persons may be pubHshed in any chapel licensed by the 
Bishop, according to the provisions of the said Act for Mar- 
riages, for the solemnization of Marriages, in which those 
persons might lawfully be married ; and instead of the notice 
required by the said Act (23), the words " Banns may be 
published and Marriages may be solemnized in this cha,pel '' 
shall be placed in some conspicuous part in the interior of 
every such chapeL 

Marriages may be in licensed Chapels^ though only One of the Parties is 
resident in the District — Publication of Banns where the Parties reside 
in different Districts, 

34. And whereas doubts may arise whether under the said 
recited Acts it is lawful for the Bishop to license chapels for 
Marriages between parties one only of whom resides within 
the district specified in such licence : Be it therefore enacted 
and declared. That all such licences shall be construed to ex- 
tend to and authorize Marriages in such chapels between 
parties one or both of whom is or are resident within the said 
district : Provided always, that where the parties to any Mar- 
riage intended to be solemnized after publication of banns 
shall reside within different ecclesiastical districts the banns 
for such Marriage shall be- published as well in the church or 
chapel wherein such Marriage is intended to be solemnized as 
in the chapel licensed under the provisions of the said recited 
Act for the other district within which one of the parties is 
resident, and if there be no such chapel then in the church or 
chapel in which the banns of such last-mentioned party might 
be legally published if the said recited Act had not been 
passed. 



(23) !>., 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 29, repealed by 37 & 38 Vict c. 35. 
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Any building used exclusively as a Roman Catholic Chapel for One Year 
may be registered for Celebration of Marriages, 

35. And whereas certain provisions are made in the Act 
intituled * An Act for Marriages in England' (24), relating to 
•the celebration of Marriages in separate buildings : Be it 
enacted, That any building which shall have been licensed 
and used during one year next before registration for public 
religious worship as a Roman Catholic chapel exclusively 
shall be taken to be a separate building for tiie purpose of 
being registered for the celebration of Marriages, notwith- 
standing the same shall be under the same roof with any 
other building, or shall form a part only of a building. 

Notice to Superintendent Registrar^ and Issue of Certificate by him, to be 

used and stand instead of Banns, 

36. And whereas it is enacted in the said recited Act for 
Marriages in England, that where by any law or canon in 
force before the passing of the said Act it is provided that any 
Marriage may be solemnized after publication of banns, such 
Marriage may be solemnized in like manner on production of 
the Registrars certificate as thereinafter provided (25) : Be 
it enacted. That the giving of notice to the Superintendent 
Registrar, and the issue of the Superintendent Registrar's 
Certificate, as in the said Act and by this Act provided, shall 
be used and stand instead of the publication of banns to all 
intents and purposes where no such publication shall have 
taken place (26); and every Parson, Vicar, Minister, or 
Curate in England shall solemnize Marriage after such notice 
and certificate as aforesaid in like manner as after due pub- 
lication of banns : Provided always, that the church wherein 
any Marriage according to the rites of the Church of Eng- 
land shall so be solemnized shall be within the district of the 
Superintendent Registrar by whom such certificate as afore- 
said shall have been issued. 



(24) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 18. 

(25) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85. s. I. 

(26) See 19 & 20 Vict c. 119, s. 11. 
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An Act to provide for the Solemnization of Mar- 
riages in the Districts in or near which the Parties 
reside. [/th August, 1840.] 

Certificate of Notice not to be granted for Marriage out of the District 
where the Parties dwells except as hereinafter enacted. 

Whereas by an Act passed in the fourth year of the reign 
of King George the Fourth, intituled * An Act for amending 
the Laws respecting the Solemnization of Marriage in Eng- 
land/ it is provided, that in all cases where banns shall have 
been published, the Marriage shall be solemnized in one 
of the parish churches or chapels where such banns shall 
have been published, and in no other place whatsoever : And 
whereas by an Act passed in the seventh year of the reign of 
His late Majesty, intituled * An Act for Marriages in Eng- 
land,' provision is made for Marriages intended to be solemn- 
ized in England, after notice given, according to the forms 
authorized by the last-recited Act, which Act has been 
explained and amended by an Act passed in the first year of 
the reign of Her present Majesty : And whereas it is ex- 
pedient to restrain Marriages under the said Act of His late 
Majesty from being solemnized out of the district in which 
one of the parties dwells, unless either of the parties dwells 
in a district within which there is not any registered building, 
wherein, under the provisions of the said Act of His late 
Majesty, as explained and amended by the said Act of Her 
present Majesty, Marriage is solemnized according to the 
form, rite, or ceremony the parties see fit to adopt : Be it 
therefore declared and enacted by the Queen's most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Par- 
liament assembled, and by the authority of the same. That 
it is not and shall not be lawful for any Superintendent 
Registrar to give any certificate of notice of Marriage where 
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the building in which the Marriage is to be solemnized, as 
stated in the notice, shall not be within the district wherein 
one of the parties shall have dwelt for the time required by 
the said Act of His late Majesty, except as hereinafter is 
enacted. 

Tn what Case Marriage may be solemnized out of the District in which the 

Parties dwell, 

2. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for any party 
intending Marriage under the provisions of the said Act of his 
late Majesty, in addition to the notice required to be given 
by that Act, to declare (i) at the time of giving such notice, 
by indorsement thereon, the religious appellation of the body 
of Christians to which the party professeth to belong, and 
the form, rite, or ceremony which the parties desire to adopt 
in solemnizing their Marriage, and that, to the best of his or^ 
her knowledge and belief, there is not within the district in' 
which one of the parties dwells any registered building in 
which Marriage is solemnized according to such form, rite, or 
ceremony, and the district nearest to the residence of that 
party in which a building is registered wherein Marriage is 
so solemnized, and the registered building within such district 
in which it is intended to solemnize their Marriage; and 
after the expiration of seven days (2) or twenty-one days, as 
the case may require, under the said Act of his late Majesty, 
it shall be lawful for the Superintendent Registrar to whom 
any such notice shall have been given to issue his certificate, 
according to the provisions of that Act (3) ; and after the 
issuing of such certificate the parties shall be at liberty to 
solemnize their Marriage in the registered building stated in 
such notice : Provided always, that after any Marriage shall 
have been solemnized it shall not be necessary in support of 
such Marriage to give any proof of the truth of the facts 
herein authorized to be stated in the notice, nor shall any 



(1) See 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 3. 

(2) ** One whole day :" see 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 9. 

(3) See 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 13, which empowers the Super- 
intendent Registrar to grant Licence for Marriage in such case. 
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evidence be given to prove the contrary in any suit touching 
the validity of such Marriage (4). 

Form of Notice, 

3. And be it enacted, That the additional notice herein- 
before authorized to be given may be according to the form 
in the Schedule to this Act annexed, or to a like effect 

Persons making False Declarations guilty 0/ Perjury. 

4. And be it enacted, That every person who shall know- 
ingly and wilfully make any false declaration under the pro- 
visions of this Act, for the purpose of procuring any Marriage 
out of the district in which the parties or one of them dwell, 
shall suffer the penalties of perjury (5) : Provided always, 
that no such prosecution shall take place after the expiration 
of eighteen calendar months from the solemnization of sucli 
Marriage. 

Provision as to Marriages of Members of the Society of Friends^ and 

Jews, 

5. Provided always, and be it enacted. That, notwith- 
standing anything herein or in the said recited Acts or either 
of them contained, the Society of Friends commonly called 
Quakers, and also persons professing the Jewish religion, 
may lawfully continue to contract and solemnize Marriage 
according to the usages of the said society and of the said 
persons respectively, after notice for that purpose duly given, 
and certificate or certificates duly issued, pursuant to the 
provision of the said recited Act of his late Majesty, notwith- 
standing the building or place wherein such Marriage may 
be contracted or solemnized be not situate within the district 

(4) In Ex parte Brady (8 Dowl. P.-C. 332 ; 4 Jur. 267) it was held 
that the Superintendent Registrar had no power to grant his Certificate 
pursuant to 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 7, in cases where it was proposed 
that the Marriage should take place out of his District and without 
Licence. But now by 3 & 4 Vict c. 72, s. 2, it will be seen that 
Marriages may, in certain cases, take place out of the District of the 
Superintendent Registrar who grants the Certificate. 

(5) See also 19 & 20 Vict. c. 1 19, s. 2. 
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or either of the districts (as the case may be) in which the 
parties shall respectively dwell (6). 

Act may he ametuUdthis Session. 

6. And be it enacted, That this Act may be amended or 
repealed by any Act to be passed in this present Session of 
Parliament 



The SCHEDULE to which the Act refers. 

I, the undersigned and within-named James Smithy do hereby declare, 
That I, being [here insert^ a member of the Church of England^ a 
Roman Catholic^ Independent, Baptist, Presbyterian, Unitarian, or such 
other description of the religion of the party], and the within-named 
Martha Green, in solemnizing our intended Marriage, desire to adopt 
the form, rite, or ceremony of the {Roman Catholic Church, Indepen- 
dents, Baptists, Presbyterians, Unitarians, or other description of the 
form, rite, or ceremony the parties state it to be their desire to adopt] ; and 
that to the best of my knowledge and belief there is not within the 
Superintendent Registrar's district in which [I dwell], [or in which the 
said Martha Green dwells], any registered building in which Marriage 
is solemnized according to such form, rite, or ceremony ; and that the 
nearest district to [my dwelling place], \or to the dwelling place of the said 
Martha Green], in which a building is registered wherein Marriage 
may be solemnized according to such form, rite, or ceremony, is the 
[here insert the name by which the Superintendent Registrar's district is 
designated] ; and that we intend to solemnize our Marriage in the regis- 
tered building within that district known by the name of [here insert 
the nafne by which the building has been registered]. Witness my hand 
this tenth day of August one thousand eight hundred and forty. 

(Signed) James Smith. 



[The italics in this Schedule to be filled as the case may be.] 



(6) See 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 13, which contains an exemption in 
the case of the Marriages of Quakers and Jews. 
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3 cSf 4 Vict. cap. 92. 

An Act for enabling Courts of Justice to admit Non- 
parouhial Registers as Evidence of Births or Bap- 
tisms, Deaths or Burials, and Marriages. 

[loth August, 1840.] 

Certain Registers to be deposited in the Custody of the Registrar General — 

Prffinso as to Renters not received. 

Whereas by a Commission under the Great Seal, bearing 
date the thirteenth day of September in the seventh year of 
the reign of His late Majesty, certain persons therein named 
were appointed Commissioners for inquiring into the state, 
custody, and authenticity of any Registers or Records of 
Births or Baptisms, Deaths or Burials, and Marriages lawfully 
solemnized, as had been kept in England and Wales, other 
than the Parochial Registers, and the copies thereof deposited 
with the Diocesan Registrars, and for inquiring whether any 
and what measures could be beneficially adopted for collect- 
ing and arranging and depositing such Registers or Records, 
and for considering and advising the proper measures to be 
adopted for giving full force and effect as evidence in all 
Courts of Justice to all such Registers as were found accurate 
and faithful, and for facilitating the production and reception 
of the same ; and by another commission under the Great 
Seal, issued in the first year of Her present Majesty, the 
powers and duties of the said Commissioners were continued : 
And whereas there are now about seven thousand Registers 
in the custody of the said Commissioners, which by their 
Report to Her Majesty, bearing date the eighteenth day of 
June One thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, they have 
recommended to be kept together in some secure place of 
deposit, and to be deemed to be in legal custody, and to be 
receivable in evidence in all Courts of Justice, subject to 
certain conditions and restrictions therein recommended : Be 
it therefore enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual 
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and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament as- 
sembled, and by the authority of the same, That the Registrar 
General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in England shall 
receive, and deposit in the General Register Office, all the 
Registers and Records of Births, Baptisms, Deaths, Burials, 
and Marriages now in the custody of the Commissioners ap- 
pointed by Her Majesty as aforesaid, and which they have 
by their said Report recommended to be kept in some secure 
place of deposit, and also the several Registers and Records 
mentioned in the Schedules (H), (I), (P), and (Q), annexed 
to the said Report of the said Commissioners, and also such 
other Registers as are hereinafter directed to be deposited 
with him : Provided that none of the said Registers or 
Records not already in the custody of the said Commis-, 
sioners shall be received by the Registrar General, unless 
the person or persons now having the custody thereof shall, 
within three calendar months from the passing of this Act, 
send the same to the said Commissioners for examination by 
them (i). 

Continuance of Commissioners for twelve Months — Their Duty, 

2. And be it enacted, that such of the said Commissioners 
as are now living shall be continued Commissioners for the 
purposes hereinafter mentioned for the space of twelve 
calendar months from the passing of this Act, and they are 
hereby authorized, from time to time during the said twelve 
months, to inquire into the state, custody, and authenticity 
of every Register or Record of Birth, Baptism, Naming, 
Dedication, Death, Burial, and Marriage which shall be sent 
to them within three calendar months from the passing of 
this Act, and such as they shall find accurate and faithful 
they shall certify under the hands and seals of three or mOre 
of them (of whom the Registrar General shall not be one) as 
fit to be placed with the other Registers and Records hereby 
directed to be deposited in the said office ; and the Regis- 
trar General, upon receiving the said certificate of the said 



• (i) "With respect to the deposit in the office of the Registrar General 
of certain other non-parochisd Registers see 21 Vict. c. 25, s. i, post. 
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Commissioners, accompanied by an order of one of Her 
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, shall receive such 
Registers and Records, and deposit them with the Registers 
and Records which are now in the custody of the said 
Commissioners. 

Declaratory Provisions as to the General Register Office, 

3. And be it enacted, That every office or place where any 
Registers or Records which by this or any other Act are 
directed to be in the custody of the Registrar General shall 
be deposited by direction of the Registrar General, with the 
approval of the Lord High Treasurer, or three or more Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, shall be deemed to be 
a branch or part of &e General Register Office, so long as 
such Registers or Records shall remain therein, and the exe- 
cution of this Act shall be deemed to be a part of the busi- 
ness of the General Register Office (2). 

Commissioners to identify the Registers deposited, 

4. A;id be it enacted. That the said Commissioners shall 
from time to time deliver to the Registrar General a descrip- 
tive list or lists of all the Registers and Records now in their 
custody, and also of all the Registers and Records which 
shall be so certified as fit to be placed with the other Regis- 
ters and Records in the General Register Office, containing 
such particulars, and referring to the Registers and Records 
in such manner, as in the opinion of the Registrar General 
shall be sufficient to identify every such Register and 
Record ; and three or more of the said Commissioners (of 
whom the Registrar General shall not be one) shall certify 
under their hands, upon some part of every separate book or 
volume containing any such Register or Record, that it is 
one of the Registers- or Records deposited in the General 
Register Office pursuant to this Act, and in ever}' case in 
which the Commissioners shall certify to the Registrar 
General as aforesaid that certain parts only of such Registers 
or Records appear to them to be original or authentic, the 

(2) See 21 Vict. c. 2$, s. 3, post. 
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Commissioners shall refer in the descriptive list or lists, and 
also in the certificate upon such book or volume, to those 
parts, in such manner as to identify them to the satisfaction 
of the Registrar General (3). 

Usts io be madcy which shall be open to Search^ and certified Extracts 

had therefrom, 

5. And be it enacted, That the Registrar General shall 
cause lists to be made of all the Registers and Records which 
may be placed in his custody by virtue of this Act; and 
every person shall be entitled, on payment of the fees here- 
inafter mentioned, to search the said lists, and any Register 
or Record therein mentioned, between the hours of ten in 
the morning and four in the afternoon of every day, except 
Sundays and Christmas Day and Good Friday, but subject to 
such regulations as may be made from time to time by the 
Registrar General, with the approbation of one of Her 
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and to have a 
certified extract of any entry in the said Registers or 
Records, and for every search in any such Register or 
Record shall be paid the sum of one shilling, and for every 
such certified extract the sum of two shillings and sixpence, 
and no more. 

Registers deemed in legal Custody ^ and shall be receivahle in Evidence, 

6. And be it enacted. That all Registers and Records de- 
posited in the General Register Office by virtue of this Act, 
except the Registers and Records of Baptisms and Marriages 
at the Fleet and King's Bench Prisons, at May Fair, Qie 
Mint in Southwark, and elsewhere, which were deposited in 
the Registry of the Bishop of London in the year One thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-one, as hereinafter mentioned, 
shall be^deemed to be in legal custody, and shall be receiv- 
able in evidence in all Courts of Justice, subject to the pro- 
visions hereinafter contained; and the Registrar General 
shall produce or cause to be produced any such Register or 
Record, on subpoena or order of any competent court or 

(3) See 21 Vict. c. 25, s. 3, post. 
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tribunal, and on pajnnent of a reasonable sum, to be taxed 
as the Court shall direct, and to be paid to the Registrar 
General, on account of the loss of time of the officer by whom 
such Register or Record shall be produced, and to enable the 
Registrar General to defray the travelling and other expenses 
of such officer. 

Fees to be accounted for. 

7. And be it enacted, That every sum received under the 
provisions of this Act by or on account of the Registrar 
General shall be accounted for and paid by the Registrar 
General, at such times as the Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Treasury of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
from time to time shall direct, into the Bank of England, to 
the credit of Her Majesty's Exchequer, according to the pro- 
visions of an Act passed in the fourth year of His late 
Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled * An Act to regu- 
late the Office of the Receipt of His Majesty's Exchequer at 
Westminster.' 

Wilful Injury or^Fc gery of Registers, Felony, 

8. And be it enacted, That every person who shall wilfully 
destroy or injure, or cause to be destroyed or injured, any 
Register or Record of Birth or Baptism, Naming or Dedica- 
tion, Death, or Burial, or Marriage, which shall be deposited 
with the Registrar General by virtue of this Act, or any part 
thereof or shall falsely make or counterfeit, or cause to be 
falsely made or counterfeited, any part of any such Register 
or Record, or shall wilfully insert or cause to be inserted in 
any of such Registers or Records any false entry of any Birth 
or Baptism, Naming or Dedication, Death or Burial, or Mar- 
riage, or shall wilfully give any false certificate, or shall cer- 
tify any writing to be an extract from any Register or Record 
knowing the same Register or Record to be false in any part 
thereof, or shall forge or counterfeit the seal of the said ofhce, 
shall be guilty of felony. 

Extracts from Registers to be stamped vnth the Seal of Office, 

9. And be it enacted. That the Registrar General shall 
certify all extracts which may be granted by him from the 
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Registers or Records deposited or to be deposited in the said 
office, and made receivable in evidence by virtue of the pro- 
visions herein contained, by causing them to be sealed or 
stamped with the seal of the office ; and all extracts purport- 
ing to be stamped with the seal of the said office shall be 
received in evidence in all civil cases, instead of the produc- 
tion of the original Registers or Records containing such 
entries, subject nevertheless to the provisions hereinafter 
contained. 

Extracts to describe the Register whence taken — Production of Register 

shall be sufficient. 

10. And be it enacted, That every extract granted by the 
Registrar General from any of the said Registers or Records 
shall describe the Register or Record from which it is taken, 
and shall express that it is one of the Registers or Records 
deposited in the General Register Office under this Act ; and 
the production of any of the said Registers or Records from 
the General Register Office, in the custody of the proper 
officer thereof, or the production of any such certified extract 
containing such description as aforesaid, and purporting to 
be stamped with the seal of the said office, shall be sufficient 
to prove that such Register or Record is one of the Registers 
and Records deposited in the General Register Office under 
this Act, in all cases in which the Register or Record, or any 
certified extract therefrom, is herein respectively declared 
admissible in evidence. 

Certified Extracts may be used in Courts 0/ Law and Sessions, upon 

Notice given, 

1 1. And be it enacted, That in case any party shall intend 
to use in evidence on the trial of any cause in any of the 
Courts of Common Law, or on the hearing of any matter 
which is not a criminal case at any Session of the Peace in 
England or Wales, any extract, certified as hereinbefore 
mentioned, from any such Register or Record, he shall give 
notice in writing to the opposite party, his attorney or agent, 
of his intention to use such certified extract in evidence at 
such trial or hearing, and at the same time shall deliver to 
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him, his attorney or agent, a copy of the extract, and of the 
certificate thereof; and on proof by affidavit of the service 
or on admission of the receipt of such notice and copy such 
certified extract shall be received in evidence at such trial or 
hearing, if the Judge or Court shall be of opinion that such 
service has been made in sufficient time before such trial or 
hearing to have enabled the opposite party to inspect the 
original Register or Record fj-om which such certified extract 
has been taken, or within such time as shall be directed by 
any rule to be made as hereinafter provided. 

If the Original be used. Notice must nevertheless be given, 

1 2. And be it enacted. That in case any party shall intend 
to use in evidence on such trial or hearing any original 
Register or Record (instead of such certified extract), he 
shall nevertheless, within a reasonable time, give to the 
opposite party notice of his intention to use such original 
Register or Record in evidence, and deliver to such opposite 
party a copy of a certified extract of the entry or entries 
which he shall intend to use in evidence. 

Certified Extracts may be used in Evidence on Examination of Witnesses, 
or at the Hearing of the Cause in Courts of Equity, upon Notice. 

13. And be it enacted. That in case any party shall intend 
to use in evidence on any examination of witnesses, or at the 
hearing of any cause in any Court of Equity, any extract, 
certified as hereinbefore mentioned, he shall, ten clear days 
at the least before publication shall pass in any cause where 
no commission has issued for the examination of the witnesses 
of the party intending to give such evidence, or where such 
commission shall issue then seven clear days at the least 
before the opening of such commission, deliver to the clerk 
or clerks in Court of the opposite party or parties a notice in 
writing of his intention to use such certified extract in evi- 
dence on the examination of witnesses or at the hearing of 
the cause (as the case may be), and shall at the same time 
deliver to the clerk or clerks in Court of the opposite party 
or parties a copy or copies of such extract, and of the certi- 
ficate thereof, and thereupon such certificated extract shall 
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be received in evidence ; provided that at the hearing of the 
cause the service of such certified copy and notice be admitted 
or proved by affidavit 

If the Original be used. Notice must nevertheless be given, 

14. And be it enacted, That in case any party shall intend 
to use in evidence, on such examination or hearing in any 
Court of Equity, any original Register or Record (instead of 
such certificated extract), he shall nevertheless, within the 
number of days hereinbefore respectively mentioned, deliver 
to the clerk or clerks in Court of the opposite party or parties 
a notice of his intention to use such original Register or 
Record in evidence, together' with a copy of a certified ex- 
tract of the entry or entries which he shall intend to use in 
evidence. 

Certified Extract to be used in interlocutory Proceedings^ and in the 

Master's Office, 

15. And be it enacted. That in case any party shall intend 
to use in evidence, upon any petition, motion, or other inter- 
locutory proceedings in any Court of Equity or in the Master's 
Office, any extract, certified as hereinbefore mentioned, he 
shall produce to the Court or Master (as the case may be) an 
extract certified as hereinbefore mentioned, accompanied by 
an affidavit stating the deponent's belief that the entry or 
entries in the original Register or Record is correct and 
genuine. 

Certified Extract to be used in Ecclesiastical Courts^ and the Judge may 

order the Production of the Original, 

1 6. And be it enacted. That in case any party shall intend 
to use in evidence in any Ecclesiastical Court, or in the High 
Court of Admiralty, any extract, certified as hereinbefore 
mentioned, he shall plead and prove the same in the same 
manner to all intents and purposes as if the same were an 
extract from a Parish Register, save and except that any such 
extract, certified as hereinbefore mentioned, shall be pleaded 
and received in proof without its being necessary to prove the 
collation of such extract with the original Register or Record : 

G 
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Provided always, that the Judge of the Court, on cause shown 
by any party to the suit (or of his own motion when the pro- 
ceedings are inposnam)^ may, after pubhcation, issue a moni- 
tion for the production at the hearing of the cause ' of the 
original Register or Record containing tide entry to which such 
certified extract relates. 

In Criminal Cases the Originals to be produced, 

17. And be it enacted, That in all criminal cases in which 
it shall be necessary to use in evidence any entry or entries 
contained in any of the said Registers or Records, such evi- 
dence shall be given by producing to the Court the original 
Register or Record. 

Rules to he made to regulate the Practice as to Admission of Registers, 

18. And be it enacted, That at any time within three years 
from the passing of this Act such Rules may be made, by the 
authority hereinafter specified, for regulating the mode of 
reception of the said Register or Records, or certified extracts 
therefrom, in evidence in the Courts hereinafter mentioned, 
and for regulating the notice hereinbefore directed to be given, 
and the costs of producing such Registers or Records or ex- 
tracts, as shall seem expedient, which rules, orders, and regu- 
lations shall be laid before both Houses of ParHament, and 
shall take effect within six weeks after the same shall have 
been so laid before Parliament, and shall thereupon be binding 
and obligatory upon the said Courts respectively, and be of 
the like force and effect as if the provisions contained therein 
had been herein expressly enacted. 

Who shall make such Rules, 

1 9. And be it enacted. That such rules shall be made for 
the High Court of Chancery by the Lord High Chancellor 
and the Master of the Rolls, and for the Court of Queen's 
Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, by eight or more 
Judges of the last-mentioned Courts, of whom the Chiefs of 
each of the last-mentioned Courts shall be three, and for the 
High Court of Admiralty by the Judge of the Court of Ad- 



3 & 4 VICT. CAP. 92. 83 

miralty, and for the Ecclesiastical Courts in England and 
Wales by the Official Principal of the Court of Arches, with 
the Chancellor of the Diocese of London, or with the Com- 
missary of the Diocese of Canterbiuy. 

Fleet and May Fair Registers, 6rV. 

20. And be it enacted, That the several Registers and 
Records of Baptisms and Marriages performed at the Fleet 
and King's Bench Prisons, at May Fair, and at the Mint in 
Southwark, and elsewhere, which were deposited in the Re 
gistry of the Bishop of London in the year One thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-one, by the authority of one of His 
late Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, shall be trans- 
ferred from the said Registry to the custody of the Registrar 
General, who is hereby directed to receive the same for safe 
custody : Provided nevertheless, that none of the provisions 
hereinbefore contained respecting the Registers and Records 
made receivable in evidence by virtue of this Act shall 
extend to the Registers and Records so deposited in the 
Registry of the Bishop of London in the year One thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-one as aforesaid. 



G 2 
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10 (5* II Vict cap. 58. 

An Act to remove Doubts as to Quakers' and Jews' 
Marriages solemnized before certain Periods.] 

[2nd July, 1847.] 

Marriages of Quakers and Jtws solemnized before certain Dates declared 

valid.. 

Whereas doubts have been entertained as to the validity of 
Marriages amongst the people called Quakers and amongst 
persons professing the Jewish religion, solemnized in England 
before the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-seven, or in Ireland before the first day of April, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-five, acQording to the usages 
of those denominations respectively : And whereas it is expe- 
dient to put an end to such doubts ; be it therefore declared 
and enacted by the Queen's most excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, That all Marriages so 
solemnized as aforesaid were and are good in law to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever, provided that the parties to such 
Marriages were both Quakers, or both persons professing the 
Jewish religion respectively. 



( 85 ) 



12 d?* 13 Vict. cap. 68. 

An Act for facilitating the Marriage of British Sub- 
jects resident in Foreign Countries. 

[28th July, 1849.] 



Consul to register Marriages in Duplicate in Books to be sent by the 
Registrar General through the Secretary of State, 

II. And be it enacted, That the Consul (i) shall forth- 
with register in duplicate every marriage solemnized as afore- 
said (2) in two Marriage Register Books to be furnished to him 
for that purpose from time to time by the Registrar General 
(through one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State), 
according to the form provided for the Registratipn of 
Marriages by an Act of the seventh year of the reign of King 
William the Fourth, intituled * An Act for registering Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages in England ' (3), or as near to such 
form as the difference of the circumstances will admit of; 
and the entry in each such book of every such marriage shall 
be signed by the person by whom the marriage shall have 
been solemnized, if there shall be any such person other than 
the Consul, and by the Consul and both the parties married, 
and attested by two witnesses ; and all such entries shall be 
made in regular order from the beginning to the end of each 
such book, and the number of the place of entry in each 
duplicate Marriage Book shall be the same. 



(i) That is, the British Consul duly authorized to act in the foreign 
country or place. 

(2) By s. 9 of the Act, after seven days, marriages by licence, or, after 
twenty-one days, marriages without licence, may be solemnized at the 
British Consulate by or in the presence of the Consul and two 
witnesses. 

(3) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 17, ante^ p. 10. 
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Copies of the Marriage Register Book to be forwarded yearly to the 

Secretary of State, 

12. And be it enacted, That in the month of January in 
every year every Consul shall make and transmit to one of 
Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, to be trans- 
mitted by him to the Registrar General, a true copy certified 
by such Consul under his hand and Consular Seal, according 
to the form in the Schedule (B) to this Act annexed, of all 
the entries of marriages during the preceding year in the 
Register Book kept by him ; and if there shall have been no 
marriage registered during such preceding year, the Consul 
shall certify such fact under his hand and Consular Seal ; 
and the Consul shall keep the said duplicate Marriage Regis- 
ter Books safely until the same shall be filled, and one of 
such duplicate Marriage Register Books, when filled, shall be 
transmitted to one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of 
State, to be transmitted by him to the Registrar General. 

Provisions of Registration Act extended to this Act, 

1 8. And be it enacted. That this Act shall be taken to be 
part of the said Act for registering Births, Deaths, and Mar- 
riages in England, as fully and eflfectually as if incorporated 
therewith ; and that every Consul shall be deemed a Regis- 
trar under the said Act : and that all the provisions and 
penalties of the said Act relating to any Registrar, or Regis- 
ter of Marriages or certified copies thereof, shall be taken to 
extend to every such Consul, and the Registers of Marriages 
under this Act, and to the certified copies thereof, so far as 
the same are applicable thereto (3). 



(3) See the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c, 86. 
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« 

14- & IS Vict. cap. 40. 
An Act for Marriages in India, [24th July, 1851.] 

Certificates of Marriages to be transmitted periodically to the Secretary of 

the Government^ dr'o, 

12. The Marriage Registrar shall forthwith separate the 
certificate from the Marriage Register Book, and transmit it, 
at the end of every month, to the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of the presidency or place within which he resides, or 
to such other officer as may for this purpose be appointed 
under the laws or regulations hereinafter mentioned ; . and if 
no marriage have been registered during such month, the 
Marriage Registrar shall certify such f?LCt under his hand, 
and such certificate shall be transmitted as aforesaid ; and 
the Marriage Registrar shall keep safely the said Register 
Book until it be filled, and shall then transmit the same to 
the Secretary to the Government, or to such other officer as 
aforesaid, to be kept by him with the records of his office ; 
provided that with regard to those marriages so certified, of 
which it may appear to the Governor General jn Council 
desirable that evidence should be transmitted to England, 
the ' Secretary to the Government, or such other officer as 
aforesaid, shall at the end of every three calendar months in 
each year, send all the certificates of Marriage sent to him 
as aforesaid during such three months, signed by. him, to the 
Secretary of the East India Company, for the purpose of 
being delivered to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages in England. 

Power to Governor General in Council to make Laws for the Registration 
of Marriages not solemnized under this Act. 

21. * * * Provided that it shall be lawful for 
the Governor General of India in Council, from time to time 
by laws and regulations to be made as aforesaid, lo provide 
for the Registration of any Marriages solemnized in India by 
persons in holy orders, or of any Marriages there solemnized 
under the provisions of the said Act of the fifty-eighth year 
of King George the Third, chapter eighty-four, or of any 
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Other Marriages there solemnized, of which it may appear to 
the said Governor General in Council desirable that evidence 
should be transmitted to England, and to provide for the care 
and custody of the Registers of such Marriages, and for the 
transmission of certificates thereof to the Secretaries of the 
Governments of the respective presidencies, or to otherofficers, 
and for their sending the same to the Secretary of the East 
India Company, for the purpose of being delivered to the 
Registrar General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in England, 
and also to provide for the authentication of such certificates. 

Certificates delivered to Registrar General under this Act, or under any 
Laws or Regulations made thereunder^ to be subject to the Provisions 
0/6 <Sr» 7 IVm, 4, c, 86. 

22. The certificates which shall be delivered to the Regis- 
trar General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in England, 
under this Act, or under any laws or regulations to be made 
thereunder, shall be kept in the General Register Office, in 
the same manner, and indexes thereof shall be made and 
searches permitted, and copies thereof, sealed or stamped 
with the seal of the General Register Office, shall be given, 
in the like manner as by the Act of the Ses^on holden in the 
sixth and seventh years of King William the Fourth, chapter 
eighty-six, is provided concerning the certified copies (kept 
in such office under the said Act) of the Registers of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages in England (i) ; and every certified 
copy, purporting to be sealed or stamped with the seal of 
the said General Register Office, of any such certificate de- 
livered to the said Registrar General under this Act, or under 
such laws or regulations, shall be received as evidence of the 
Marriage to which the same relates, without further proof of 
such certificate, or of any entry therein. 

Interpretation of " Jndia,^* 

25. In the construction of this Act the word "India" 
shall include all territories for the time being under the Go- 
vernment of the East India Company, and all territories of 
any native princes or states in alliance with the said Com- 
pany (2). 

(i) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c 86, ss. 37 and 38, ante, 
(2} See 21 & 22 Vict. c. 106. 
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1^ & i6 Vict. cap. 25. 

An Act to amend an Act for registering Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages in England. 

[17th June, 1852.] 

For proinding a General Register Office, 

Whereas by an Act passed in the sixth and seventh years of 
his late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled 'An Act 
for registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages in England,' 
His Majesty was empowered to provide a proper office in 
London or Westminster, to be called " The General Register 
Office," for keeping a Register of all Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages of His Majesty's subjects in !Eiigland; and 
whereas under the authority of the said Act an office, called 
" The General P.egister Office," was provided in Somerset 
Place in the Strand ; and it has become necessary for the 
public service that such office should be removed from 
Somerset Place, and that another office should be provided 
in lieu thereof; but doubts have arisen whether such office 
ought not by the said recited Act to be provided in the city 
of London or in the city or liberty of Westminster, and not 
elsewhere ; to remove which doubts, may it therefore please 
your Majesty that it may be enacted ; and be it enacted by 
the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That it shall be lawful for Her 
Majesty, her heirs or successors, from time to time to pro- 
vide a proper office, to be called " The General Register 
Office," in such place or places as may appear to the Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty's Treasury for the time being to 
be fit and convenient for the purpose, anything in the said 
recited Act or in any other Act of Parliament, or otherwise, 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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15 & 16 Vtcf. cap. 36 (i). 

An Act to amend the Law relating to the certifying 
and registering Places of Religious Worship of 
Protestant Dissenters. 

[30th June, 1852.] 

I Wm, 6* Mary^ Sess, I, c. 18 — 52 Geo, 3, c, 155. 

Whereas by an Act .passed in the first year of the reign of 
King William and Queen Mary, intituled * An Act for ex- 
empting their Majesties* Protestant Subjects dissenting from 
th^ Church of England from the penalties of certain Laws^' 
it was enacted, that no congregation or assembly for religious 
worship should be permitted or allowed by that Act until the 
place of the meeting of such congregation or assembly had 
been certified to the Bishop of the diocese, or Archdeacon 
of the archdeaconry, or the Justices of the Peace at their 
General or Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the county, 
city, or place in which the meeting shall be, and registered 
in the Bishop's or Archdeacon's Courts respectively, or re- 
corded at the Quarter Sessions ; And whereas by another Act 
passed in the fifty-second year of the reign of His Majesty 
King George the Third, intituled * An Act to repeal certain 
Acts and to amend other Acts relating to Religious Worship 
and Assemblies, and Persons teaching or preaching therein, 
enactments were made for certifying and registering the 
places of meeting of certain congregations and assembhes for 
religious worship of Protestants : And whereas it is expedient 
that such places of meeting should no longer be certified to 



(t) This Act has been repealed by the 18 & 19 Vict. c. 81, s. i^post^ 
but it has been nevertheless considered desirable to retain it in this 
work. 
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or registered in the Court of any Bishop or Archdeacon, or 
be certified to any Justices of the Peace, or be recorded at 
the Quarter Sessions, but that such other provision for the 
certification and registration thereof should be made as is 
hereinafter contained : Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's 
most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, That-r- 

Places of Religious Worship not to be certified to or registered in Biskofs 

Registry, 

I. No place of meeting of any congregation or assembly 
for religious worship of Protestants dissenting from the 
Church of England shall from and after the passing of this 
Act be certified to any Bishop or Archdeacon, or to any 
Justices of the Peace at their General or Quarter Sessions of 
the Peace, or be certified to or registered in the Court of any 
Bishop or Archdeacon, or be recorded at the Quarter 
Sessions ; and the certifying to any Bishop or Archdeacon, 
or Justices of the Peace, or the certifying to or r^steringor 
recording in any such Court or at the Quarter Sessions, after 
the time aforesaid, or the certificate of any registering therein, 
given after the time aforesaid by any Bishop or Registrar or 
Clerk of the Peace, shall be void and of no effect ; and the 
Registrar of every Bishop and Archdeacon, and the Clerk of 
the Peace of the county, riding, division, city, town, or place 
in which such places of meeting respectively are held, shall, 
within three calendar months next after the passing of this 
Act, make a Return to the Registrar General of Krths, 
Deaths, and Marriages in England, according to a form to 
be provided by him for the 'purpose, of all such places of 
meeting which, up to the time when this Act shall come into 
operation, shall have been certified to and registered in the 
Court of the Bishop or Archdeacon respectively, or have 
been certified to the Justices of the Peace, or recorded at 
the Quarter Sessions ; and it shall be lawful, instead of cer- 
tifying any such place of meeting to the Bishop or Arch- 
deacon, or to the Court of any Bishop or Archdeacon, or to 
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the Quarter Sessions, to certify the same in writing to the 
said Registrar General, through the Superintendent Registrar 
of Births, Deaths, and Marriages of the union, parish, or 
place in which such meeting shall be held, and the said 
Superintendent Registrar shall forthwith transmit the said 
written certificate to the Registrar General, who is hereby 
required to record the same in a book to be kept by him for 
that purpose at the General Register Office ; and the certify- 
ing any such place of meeting to the Registrar General as 
aforesaid shall have the same force and effect as if the same 
were certified to the Bishop or Archdeacon, or to the Justices 
of the Peace at their General or Quarter Sessions of the 
Peace ; and the said Registrar General shall give to every 
person demanding the same a certificate that any such place 
of meeting has been duly certified. 



No greater Fee than 2s, 6d, to be taken for suck Certificate of Registration, 

2. For every such certificate of such registration the 
parties so registering such places of worship shall pay to 
the Superintendent Registrar a fee of two shillings and six- 
pence, and it shall not be lawful for him on any ground 
whatever to demand or take any greater fee or reward for the 
same. 



List of certified Places of Worship to beprinted^ and open to Inspection 

without Fee, 

3. The Registrar General shall in every year make out and 
cause to be printed a list of all existing certified places of 
worship which shall hav« been returned to him as aforesaid, 
and also of all such other places of worship as shall from 
time to time be certified to and recorded by him as aforesaid, 
and shall state in such list the county and Superintendent 
Registrar's district within which each of such places of wor- 
ship is situated, and the religious denomination to which it 
belongs, and shall cause a copy of such list to be sent to 
every Superintendent Registrar of Births, Deaths, and Mar- 
riages in England ; and such lists shall be open at all reason- 
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able times, without fee, to all persons desirous of inspecting 
the same (2). 



(2) With regard to registered buildings see 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 8$, & 

34- 

With reference to the above Act the following may be here .quoted 

from the 18 & 19 Vict. c. 86, intituled *An Act for securing the 

Liberty of Religious Worship':-—** Sect. i. From and after the passing 

this Act, nothing contained in the above-mentioned Acts (i Wm. and 

M. Sess. I, c. 18, and 52 Geo. 3, c. 155), or in an Act passed in the 

fifteenth and sixteenth years of the reign of her Majesty, c. 36, shall 

apply to the congregations or assemblies hereinafter mentioned, or any 

of them ; that is to say, 

" (i.) To any Congregation or Assembly for Religious Worship, held 
in any Parish or any Ecclesiastical District, and conducted by the In- 
cumbent, or, in case the Incumbent is not resident, by the Curate of 
such Parish or District, or by any person authorized by them respec- 
tively : 

** (2.) To any Congregation or Assembly for Religious Worship meet- 
ing in a private dwelling-house or on the premises belonging thereto : 

** (3') To any Congregation or Assembly for Religious Worship 
meeting occasionally in any building or buildings not usually appro- 
priated to purposes of Religious Worship ; and no person permitting 
any such Congregation to meet as herein mentioned in any place occu- 
pied by him, shall be liable to any penalty for so doing." 
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* 15 dr* 16 Vict, cap, 50. 

An Act to consolidate and amend the Laws relating 
to the Militia in England [30th June, 1 852.] 



Her Majesty may^ by Order in Council, make SubdivisioHS conterminous 
with Registrar i Districts under € &**j Wm, 4, c, 86. 

10. It shall be lawful for Her Majesty, with the advice of 
Her Privy Council from time to time, in case it appear to 
Her expedient so to do for more conveniently apportioning 
the quotas of men to be furnished under this Act by the 
several subdivisions of any county, riding, or place, to alter 
all or any of such subdivisions, or to constitute ne^ subdi- 
visions therein, so as to make all or any of such subdivisions 
conterminous with the Superintendent Registrars' Districts, 
established under the Act passed in the 7th year of King 
William the Fourth, * for Registering Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages in England ;' or any Act amending the same, or 

with two or more of such Districts added together. 
* * « * * 

Registrar General may be directed to furnish Information to Lieutenants 
of Counties for their Guidance in making Apportionments, 

24. The Registrar General shall from time to time, when 
directed by one of Her Majesty's principal Secretaries of 
State, furnish to the Lieutenants of counties, ridings, and 
places, from the returns which have been or may from time 
to time be made to him by authority of Parliament, and 
from other documents in his custody or power, such informa- 
tion or estimates as such Secretary of State may direct, of 
the number of men fit and liable to serve in the subdivisions 
of parishes of such several counties, ridings, and places, for 
the guidance of such Lieutenants and their Deputy Lieute- 
nants, in apportioning, as hereinbefore directed, the number 
of men required to be raised by ballot ; and it shall be law- 
ful for such Lieutenants and Deputy Lieutenants, in making 
such apportionments, to act upon, the information or esti- 
mates so furnished 
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An Act to amend the Law concerning the certifying 
and registering of Places of Religious Worship in 
England. [30th July, 1855.] 

I IV,&* M. Sess, I, c. iS~52 G^, 3, c. 155—31 Gm. 3; c. 32—2 &* $ 
Wm, 4, r. 115 — 9 6f 10 Vkt, c, 59 — 15 <5r» 16 Vict, c, j/b. 

Whereas by an Act of the first session of the first year of 
King William and Queen Mary, chapter eighteen, and an 
Act of the fifty-second year of King George the Third, 
chapter one hundred and fifty-five, places of meeting of con- 
gregations or assemblies for reUgious worship of Protestants 
(save as therein excepted with respect to Places of Worship 
of the Established Church and otherwise) were required to 
be certified to the Bishop's or Archdeacon's Court, or to the 
General or Quarter Sessions of the Peace, and to be regis- 
tered in such Court, and recorded at such Sessions : And 
whereas by an Act of the thirty-first year of King George the 
Third, chapter thirty-two, every place of congregation or 
assembly for religious worship of persons professing the 
Roman Catholic religion is required to be certified to and 
recorded at the General or Quarter Sessions of" the Peace ; 
And whereas by the two following Acts respectively, that is 
to say, an Act of the Session holden in the second and third 
years of King William the Fourth, chapter one hundred and 
fifteen, and an Act of the Session holden in the ninth and 
tenth years of Her Majesty, chapter fifty-nine. Her Majest/s 
subjects professing the Roman Catholic religion, and Her 
Majesty's subjects professing the Jewish religion, in respect 
of their places for religious worship, are made subject to 
the same laws as Protestant Dissenters : And whereas by an 
Act passed in the Session holden in the fifteenth and six- 
teenth years of Her Majesty, chapter thirty-six, places of 
meeting of congregations or assemblies for religious worship 
of Protestant Dissenters are required to be certified to the 
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Registrar General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in Eng- 
land, and to be recorded in the General Register Office, in 
lieu of being certified to and registered and recorded in the 
Bishop's or Archdeacon's Court, and at the General or 
Quarter Sessions, as hereinbefore mentioned : And whereas 
it is expedient that all places of religious worship, not being 
churches or chapels of the .Established Church, should, if the 
congregation should desire, but not otherwise, be certified to 
the said Registrar General : Be it therefore enacted by the 
Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows : 

15 <5r» 16 Vict, c. 36, repealed, but Places of Worship certified thereunder 

to heme Force, <5r»f. 

1. The said Act of the fifteenth and sixteenth years of 
Her Majesty, chapter thirty-six, shall be repealed : Provided 
always, that the certifying thereunder before the passing of 
this Act of any place of meeting for religious worship shall, 
subject to the provisions hereinafter contained, have the 
same force and effect from the time of such certifying as if 
the same had been duly certified, registered, and recorded 
as before the passing of the said Act of the fifteenth and 
sixteenth years of Her Majesty, chapter thirty-six, was 
required by law, and such Act and this Act had not been 
passed. 

Places of Worship to be certified to Registrar General, 

2. Every place of meeting for religious worship of Pro- 
testant Dissenters or other Protestants, and of persons pro- 
fessing the Roman Catholic religion, by the said Acts of 
King William and Queen Mary, the thirty-first and fifty- 
second years of King George the Third, and the fifteenth and 
sixteenth years of Her Majesty, chapter thirty-six, or any of 
them, required to be certified and registered or recorded, as 
therein mentioned, and not heretofore certified and registered 
or recorded in manner required by law, and every place, of 
meeting for religious worship of persons professing die 
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Jewish religion, not heretofore certified and registered or 
recorded as aforesaid, and every place of meeting for reli- 
gious worship of any other body or denomination of persons, 
may be certified in writing to the Registrar General of 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages in England, through the 
Superintendent Registrar of Births, Deaths, and Marriages 
of the district in which such place may be situate ; and such 
certificate shall be in dupHcate, and upon forms in accord- 
ance with Schedule (A) to this Act, or to the like effect, 
such forms to be provided by the said Registrar General, and 
to be obtained (without payment) upon application to such 
Superintendent Registrar as aforesaid ; and the said Superin- 
tendent Registrar shall, upon the receipt of such certificate 
in duplicate, forthwith transmit the same to the said Regis- 
trar General, who, after having caused the place of meeting 
therein mentioned to be recorded as hereinafter directed, 
shall return one of the said certificates to the said Superin- 
tendent Registrar, to be re-delivered by him to the certifying 
party, and shall keep the other certificate with the records of 
the General Register Office (i). 

Places of Meeting to be recorded. 

3; The said Registrar General shall cause all places of 
meeting for religious worship certified to him under this Act 
to be recorded in a book to be kept by him for that purpose 
at the General Register Office, and no such place of meeting 
as aforesaid shall be certified to or registered in any Court of 
any Bishop or Archdeacon, or be certified to or recorded at 
any General or Quarter Sessions ; and the certifying to the 
said Registrar Genetal of any such place of meeting for reli- 
gious worship of Protestant Dissenters or other Protestants 
or Roman Catholics, or persons professing the Jewish reli- 
gion, and of any place of meeting for religious worship of 
any Other body or denomination of persons, shall, subject to 
^the provisions herein contained, have the same force and 
effect as if such place had been duly certified and recorded 

(i) See 23 & 24 Vict. c. 32, s. 2, which enacts a penalty for making a 
disturbance in any place of religious worship duly certified under this 
Act. 

H 
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or registered and recorded as before the passiag of the said 
Act of the fifteenth and sixteenth years of Her Majesty, 
chapter thirty-six, was required by law, and such Act and 
this Act had not been passed. 

Places of Meeting already certified^ save those cert^ied under 15 (Sr* l6 Vict, 
c, 36, may be certified to Registrar General and be recorded by him, 

4. Any place of meeting for religious worship heretofore 
certified and registered or recorded in manner required by 
law, and which continues to be used for religious worship, 
save any such place of meeting certified to the said Registrar 
General under the said Act of the fifteenth and sixteenth 
years of Her Majesty, chapter thirty-six, may, at any time 
after the passing of this Act, be certified in writing to such 
Registrar General through the Superintendent Registrar of 
the district in which such place may be situate, and shall be 
recorded by such Registrar General in manner hereinbefore 
mentioned concerning places of meeting not heretofore certi- 
fied and registered or recorded. 

Fee of 'IS, 6d, to be paid with Certificate to Superintendent Registrar, 

5. Upon the delivery of every certificate to the Superin- 
tendent Registrar for transmission to the Registrar General 
for the purpose of being recorded under this Act, the person 
delivering the same shall pay to such Superintendent Regis- 
trar for his own use the sum of two shillings and sixpence, 
and it shall not be lawfiil to demand or take any greater fee 
or reward for the same respectively. 

Notice to be given to Registrar General of every Place of Meeting beconUng 
disused for the Purposes for which it wcu certified. 

6. Whenever any place of meeting for religious worship 
which may have been certified under the said Act of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth years of Her Majesty, chapter thirty- 
six, or this Act, shall have wholly ceased to be used as a 
place of meeting for religious worship, the person or one of 
the persons who so certified or last certified the same (as the 
case may be), or the Trustee or one of the Trustees for the 
time being of such place of meeting, or the Owner or Occupier 
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or one of the Owners or Occupiers thereof, shall, if then 
resident within the Superintendent Registrar's district within 
which such place shall be situate, forthwith give notice to 
the Registrar General through such Superintendent Registrar 
that such place has so ceased to be used as a place of meet- 
ing for religious worship, such notice to be in a form in 
accordance with the Schedule (B) to this Act, or to the like 
effect, and which form shall be provided by the said Regis- 
trar General, and may be obtained (without pa)rment) upon 
application to the said Superintendent Registrar; and the 
person giving such notice shall sign the same in the presence 
of such Superintendent Registrar or of his deputy, who shall 
forthwith transmit the same through the General Post to the 
Registrar General at the General Register Office. 

List of certified Places to be printed, 

7. The said Registrar General shall, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-six, and also at such subsequent 
periods as one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State 
shall from time to time in that behalf order or direct, make 
out and cause to be printed a list of all places of meeting 
which have been certified to and recorded by him under the 
said Act of the fifteenth and sixteenth years of Her Majesty, 
chapter thirty-six, or this Act, and the record of which has 
not been cancelled as hereinafter provided, and shall state in 
such list the county and Superintendent Registrar's district 
within which each of such places of meeting is situated, and 
the religious denomination to which the persons for the time 
being certifpng it belong, and shall cause a copy of such list 
to be sent to every Superintendent Registrar of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages in England, and such list shall be 
open at all reasonable times to all persons desirous of in- 
specting the same, on payment to such Superintendent 
Registrar of a fee of one shilling. 

Direction to the Registrar General to cancel Records of Certificates of 
Places of Worship ceasing to be used as such, 

8. Whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of the said 
Registrar General, from any notice which shall have been 
given to him as aforesaid or otherwise, that any certified 

H 2 
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place of meeting for religious worship has wholly ceased to 
be used as such, the said Registrar General shall cause the 
record of such certification to be cancelled, and shall give 
public notice of the cancellation thereof by advertisement in 
some newspaper circulating within the district in which such 
place of meeting is situated, and in the London Gazette^ and 
shall also expunge the name of such place from the list of 
certified places so to be printed by him as aforesaid ; and 
after such cancellation and publication thereof as aforesaid 
such place shall cease to be deemed duly certified as by law 
required, and shall so remain until it shall have been duly 
certified afresh under this Act. 

Certified Places exempted from the Operation of * The Charitable Trusts 

Act, 1853.' 

9. Every place of meeting for religious worship certified to 
the said Registrar General under the said Act of the fifteenth 
and sixteenth years of Her Majesty, chapter thirty-six, or 
this Act, and recorded by him as aforesaid, so long as the 
same continues to be bond, fide used as a place of religious 
worship, and the record of the certification thereof has not 
been cancelled as hereinbefore is provided, shall be wholly 
freed and exempted from the operation of an Act passed in 
the Session holden in the sixteenth and seventeenth years of 
Her Majesty, chapter one hundred and thirty-seven, intituled 
*The Charitable Trusts Act, 1853,' and shall not be subject 
or liable to any of the provisions of the same Act, save that 
the exempted charities may avail themselves of the sixty- 
third and sixty-fourth sections of the said Act, if they shall 
think fit (2). 



(2) The following are the sections of the 16 & 17 Vict. c. 137, here 
referred to : — 

** Sect. 63. It shall be lawful for any of the charities exempted from 
the operation of this Act, by order or resolution duly made in conformity 
with the constitution or rules of such charity (and which in that case 
only shall be binding), to apply by petition to the Commissioners to 
have the benefit of this Act either generally or as to any of the provi- 
sions herein contained ; and such petition shall be under the seal of such 
charity if incorporated, and if not, then under the hands of the major 
part of the trustees and governing body of such charity ; and in such 
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Nothing to affect Churches, &»c., of Established Church, 

10. Nothing in this Act shall affect or be construed to 
affect the churches or chapels of the United Church of Eng- 
land and Ireland, or the celebration of Divine Service ac- 
cording to the rites and ceremonies of the said united church 
by ministers of such church, in any place hitherto used for 
such purpose, or being now or hereafter duly consecrated or 
licensed by any archbishop or bishop or other person duly 
authorized to consecrate or license the same. 



case it shall be lawful for the Commissioners, if they shall think fit, to 
make an order in conformity with such application, and such charity 
shall thenceforth be entitled to and be bound by all the provisions of this 
Act, if admitted generally thereto, or by such of the enactments thereof 
as shall be mentioned and specified in such order of the Commissioners ; 
but in either case in the same manner as if such charity had not been ex- 
empted from this Act, or such exemption had not extended to the 
enactments specified in such order. 

'* Sect. 64. Provided also, that if any question or dispute shall arise 
among the members of any charity exempted from the operatioQ. of this 
Act in relation to any office,- or the fitness or disqualification of any 
trustee or officer, or his election or removal, or generally in relation to 
the management of the charity, it shall be lawful for two-thirds of the 
members present at any special meeting duly convened by notice for the 
purpose, in the same manner in which meetings of such charity are by 
the rules thereof appointed to be held and convened, to refer such 
question or dispute to the arbitration of the Commissioners, who shall 
accept such reference and act therein as arbitrators, and their award shall 
be final, and may be made a rule of Her Majesty's High Court of 
Chancery." 

By 32 & 33 Vict c. no, s. 15, ** so much of the Charitable Trusts 
Acts, 1853 to 1869, as authorizes and relates to orders of the Board for 
the appointment or removal of trustees of a charity, or for or relating to 
the vesting of any real or personal estate belonging thereto, or for the 
establishment of a scheme for the administration of any charity, shall ex- 
tend to buildings registered as places of meeting for religious worship 
with the Registrar General of Births, Deaths, or Marriages in England, 
and bond fide used as places of meeting for religious worship : Provided 
that no such order shall be made except upon the application of the 
trustee or persons acting in the administration of the Charity, made in 
manner provided by sect. 4 of the Charitable Trusts Act, i860, or by 
this Act. Save as provided by this section, such buildings shall con- 
tinue excepted from the Charitable Trusts Acts, 1853 to 1869." 
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Certificate of Place having been certified to be given. 

1 1. The Registrar General, on payment to him of a fee of 
two shillings and sixpence, shall, with respect to any place 
certified to him as a place of meeting for religious worship, 
the record whereof remains uncancelled, give to any person 
demanding the same a certificate, sealed or s(tamped with 
the seal of the General Register Office, that at the time or 
respective times in such certificate in that behalf stated the 
place therein described was duly certified and duly recorded 
as required by this Act, and that at the date of such sealed 
or stamped certificate the record of such certification re- 
mained uncancelled ; and every such sealed or stamped cer- 
tificate, if tendered in evidence upon any trial or other judi- 
cial proceeding in any civil or criminal court, shall be 
received as evidence of the said several facts therein men- 
tioned, without any further or other proof of the same. 

Sums received by or on Account of Registrar General to be accounted for, 
and Expenses defrayed as other Expenses of the GenercU Register Office. 

1 2. All sums to be received by or on account of the Re- 
gistrar General in pursuance of this Act shall be accounted 
for and paid in manner directed by the said Act of the 
seventh year of King William the Fourth, * for registering 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages in England,' with respect to 

* sums received by him or on his account under the provisions 
of that Act (2); and all expenses incurred by the said 
Registrar General, or by any Superintendent Registrar, or 
Registrar, with his sanction and acting under his direction or 
authority, in carrying this Act into execution and making 
known its provisions, shall be deemed to have been incurred 
in carrying on the business of the General Register Office, 
and be defrayed accordingly. 

To remove Doubts as to Validity of Marriage, 

' 13. Notwithstanding the provisions of this or any other 
Act, all marriages which heretofore have been had or solemn- 

(2) See the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 39, ante, p. 19. 
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ized in any building which has been registered for the 
solemnization of marriages pursuant to the provisions of an 
Act passed in the sixth and seventh years of his late Majesty 
King William the Fourth, chapter eighty-five, but which 
may not have been certified as required by the provisions of 
this or any other Act, shall be as valid in all respects as if 
such place of worship had been so certified. 

Extent of Act, 

14. This Act shall not extend to Scotland or Ireland. 



SCHEDULES referred to in the foregoing Act. 



SCHEDULE (A). 

To the Registrar General of Births^ Deaths^ and Marriages^ in 

England, 

I the undersigned («) of in the county of do hereby, 

under and by virtue of an Act passed in the year of Her Majesty 

Queen Victoria, intituled * An Act to amend the Law concerning the 
certifying and registering of places of Religious Worship in England,' 
certify that a certain building known by the name of situated at 

in the county of within the Superintendent Registrar's 

district of [was used {fi) as a place of meeting for religious wor- 

ship before the 30th day of June 1852 and] is intended to be used as 
heretofore (r), and will accordingly be forthwith used as a place of 
meeting for religious worship by a congregation or assembly of persons 
calling themselves {d) ■ and I request that this certificate may be 



Directions for filling up this Schedule. 

{a) Here insert the Name, Residence, and County in which it is situate, suid the 
Rank or Profession of the Party certifying. 

(3) If the place was not so used before 30th June, 185a, expunge this and the 
following line. 

(c) If the building has not been previously used as a place of worship, erase the 
words ** as heretofore." 

(d) Here insert "Protestant Dissenters," "Independents," "Particular Baptists," 
" Wesleyan Methodists," *' Roman Catholics," " Jews," or other Religious Denomi- 
nation of, or Religious Ajjpellation adopted by, the persons on whose behalf the 
building is certified ; but if those persons decline to describe themselves by any 
distinctive appellation, erase the words "calling themselves," and insert "who object 
to be designated by any distinctive Religious Appellation." 
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recorded in the General Register Office, pursuant to the said Act. 
Dated this day of 185 . 

{Signature of the party certi^'ing.) 

of the place of meeting above descnbed. 



SCHEDULE (B). 

To the Registrar General of Births^ Deaths^ and Marriages in 
• England, 

I, the undersigned of in the county of being the 

person or one of the persons who certified or last certified \pr being 
"the trustee," or "one of the trustees," or the "owner" or "occu- 
pier," or " one of the owners or occupiers" [as the case may de), of] 
a certain building known by the name of [or a certain dwelling 

house, 6r*c. {as the case may de)] situate at in the county of 

within the Superintendent Registrar's district of [and being now 

resident within the same district], do hereby declare and give you 
notice, in pursuance of an Act passed in the year of Her present 

Majesty, chapter that the aforesaid building [or dwelling house, 

<2r»f.] which was on the day of 185 recorded by you as a 

place of meeting for religious worship by a congregation or assembly of 
persons calling themselves [or by a congr^ation or assembly of 

Roman Catholics, or of persons belonging to the Society of Friends, or 
of persons professing the Jewish religion {as the case may de)], has 
wholly ceased to be used as a place for public religious worship. 
Witness my hand this day of 185 . 



ie) Insert on this line immediately under the signature the word "Minister," 
"Proprietor," "a Trustee," "Occupier," "an Attendant," or such other words as 
will clearly show the connection subsisting between the person certifying and the 
place of meeting. 



( los ) 
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An Act to amend the Provisions of the Marriage and 
Registrpition Acts. [29th July, 1856.] 

6 dr* 7 Wm, 4, c. 85—1 Vict c, 22—3 dr* 4 VicL c. 72. 

Whereas an Act was passed in the Session holden in the 
sixth and seventh years of the reign of King William the 
Fourth, chapter eighty-five, intituled * An Act for Marriages 
in England ;* and another Act was passed in the first year of 
the reign of Her Majesty, chapter twenty-two, intituled * An 
Act to explain and amend two Acts, passed in the last Session 
of Parliament, for Marriages, and for registering Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages in England ;' and another Act was 
passed in the Session holden in the third and fourth years of 
Her Majesty, chapter seventy-two, intituled * An Act to pro- 
vide for the Solemnization of Marriages in the District in or 
near to which the Parties reside :' And whereas it is expe- 
dient to alter and amend the provisions of the said recited 
Acts, so far as is hereinafter provided : Be it therefore enacted 
by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows : 

No Notice of Marriage to be read or published before Poor Law Guar- 
dians, or be transmitted to the Clerk of such Guardians, 

I. In case of any party intending Marriage under the pro- 
visions of any of the said recited Acts or of this Act, no notice 
of such intended Marriage shall be jread or published before 
the Guardians of any Poor Law Union or parish or place, or 
be transmitted by any Superintendent Registrar to the Clerk 
of any such Guardians (i). 

(i) This section in effect repeals the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c, 85, s. 6 ; and 
further provision is made by[^s. 4, post, p. 108, for giving due publicity 
to notices of intended Marriages without Licence. 
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Every Notice of Marriage to be accompanied by a solemn Declaration, 
by One of the Parties, that there is no lawful Hindrance to sack 
Marriage, &*c. — Persons making wilfully false Declaration to suffer 
the Penalties of Perjury, 

2. In case any party shall intend Marriage under the pro- 
visions of any of the said recited Acts or of this Act, the 
party so intending Marriage shall, at the time of giving to the 
Superintendent Registrar or respective Superintendent Re- 
gistrars, as the case may be, the notice required by the said 
recited Acts or either of them (2), make and sign or subscribe 
a solemn declaration in writing, in the body or at the foot of 
such notice, that he or she believes that there is no impedi- 
ment of kindred or alliance or other lawful hindrance to the 
said Marriage ; and that the parties to the said Marriage, in 
case the Marriage is intended to be had without licence, have, 
for the space of seven days immediately preceding the giving 
of such notice, had their usual place of abode and residence 
within the district of the Superintendent Registrar or re- 
spective Superintendent Registrars to whom such notice or 
notices, as the case may be, shall be so given ; or, in case 
such Marriage is intended to be had by licence, that one of 
the said parties hath for the space of fifteen days immediately 
preceding the giving of such notice had his or her usual place 
of abode and residence within the district of the Superin- 
tendent Registrar to whom such notice shall be so given ; 
and when either of the parties intending Marriage, and not 
being a widower or widow, shall be under the age of twenty- 
one years, the party making such declaration shall further 
declare that the consent of the person or persons whose con- 
sent to such Marriage is by law required has been given, or 
(as the case may be) that there is no person whose consent to 
such Marriage is by law required ; and every declaration so 
made as aforesaid shall be signed and subscribed by the party 
making the same, in the presence of the Superintendent Re- 
gistrar to whom tiie notice of Marriage containing such de- 
claration is given, or in the presence of his Deputy, or of some 
Registrar of Births and Deaths or of Marriages for the district 
in which the party giving such notice resides, or of the Deputy 

(2) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 4, ante, p. 32. 
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of such Registrar, who shall respectively attest the same by 
adding thereto his name, description, and place of abode ; and 
no certificate or licence for Marriage shall be issued or granted 
pursuant to any such notice as aforesaid unless the said notice 
be accompanied by such solemn declaration duly made and 
signed or subscribed and attested as aforesaid ; and every 
person who shall knowingly or wilfully make and sign or 
subscribe any false declaration, or who shall sign any false 
notice for the purpose of procuring any Marriage under the 
provisions of any of the said recited Acts or this Act, shall 
suffer the penalties of perjury (3). 

Form of Notice of Marriage, 

3, Every notice of Marriage which shall be given under the 
provisions of any of the said recited Acts or of this Act, after 
this Act shall have come into operation, shall be in the form 
of Schedule (A) to this Act annexed, or to the like effect (4) ; 
and in every case where the Marriage is intended to be had 
and solemnized under the said recited Act of the third and 
fourth years of Her Majesty, chapter seventy-two, such notice 
shall, in addition to the several particulars comprised in the 
said Schedule, contain the declaration required to be made by 
one of the parties to such intended Marriage, pursuant to the 
second section of the said last-mentioned Act ; and the Super- 
intendent Registrar to whom any such notice of Marriage shall 
be so given shall forthwith enter the particulars, and die date 
thereof, and the name of the party giving the same, into the 
Marriage Notice Book (5); and for every such entry the 
Superintendent Registrar shall be entitled to have a fee of 
one shilling. 

(3) See also 3 & 4 Vict. c. 72, s. 4 ; and i Vict. c. 22, s. 23, with 
regard to the use of the Welsh tongue in marriages in Wales. 

(4) This did not repeal but enlarged the form of notice prescribed by 
the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 4 ; however that form has since been repealed 
by 37 & 38 Vict. c. 35. 

A man may change his surname by use and reputation, and if by use 
and reputation he has acquired a new surname he is not indictable 
under 19 & 20 Vict, c 1 19, s. 2, for using the new name in signing a 
notice for the purpose of procuring his marriage under 6 & 7 Wm. 4, 
c. 85. Reg. V. Smithy 4 F. & F. 1099. 

(5) As to this book, see 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 5. 



I08 REGISTRATION LAWS.— (MARRIAGES.) 

Notice of Marriage ivithoui Licence to he affixed in Superintendent 

Registrar's Office, 

4. In case any party shall intend Marriage without licence 
under the provisions of any of the said recited Acts or of this 
Act, the Superintendent Registrar to whom notice of such in- 
tended Marriage has been given shall cause the notice of 
Marriage, or a true and exact copy thereof, as entered in the 
Marriage Notice Book, under the hand of such Superintendent 
Registrar, to be suspended or affixed in some conspicuous 
place in the office of the said Superintendent Registrar during 
twenty-one successive days next after the day of entry of such 
notice in his Marriage Notice Book (6), before any Marriage 
shall be solemnized in pursuance of such notice ; and after 
the expiration of twenty-one days next after the day of the 
entry of such notice in his Marriage Notice Book the Super- 
intendent Registrar shall issue under his hand, upon the re- 
quest of the party giving such notice, a certificate in the form 
or to the effect of the certificate set forth in Schedule (B) to 
this Act annexed, provided that in the mean time no lawful 
impediment to the issuing of such certificate be shown to the 
satisfaction of the same Superintendent Registrar, and pro- 
vided the issue of such certificate shall not have been for- 
bidden in the manner provided by either of the said firstly 
and secondly-recited Acts by some person or persons autho- 
rized in that behalf; and every such certificate shall state the 
particulars set forth in the said notice, and the day on which 
the same notice was entered, and that the issue of such cer- 
tificate has not been forbidden by any person or persons 
authorized in that behalf; and for every such certificate the 
Superintendent Registrar shall be entitled to have and receive 
a fee of one shilling ; and at any time within three calendar 
months next after Qie day of the entry of such notice the in- 
tended Marriage may be solemnized under the authority of 
the said certificate ; and every Superintendent Registrar's cer- 

(6) This is in substitution of the provision in the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 
85, s. 6, which required that notices of intended marriages under that 
Act should be read before the Board of Poor Law Guardians ; and also 
of the I Vict. c. 22, s. 24, on the same subject See also the following 
section as to notices of Marriage by Licence. 
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tificate for Marriage duly issued under the provisions of this 
Act shall have the same force, validity, and effect as the like 
certificate issued under the provisions of the said recited Acts 
or either of them would have had in case this Act had not 
been passed. 

Notice of Marriage by LUetice not to be suspended in the Office of Superin- 
tendent Registrar, 

5. In case any party shall intend Marriage by licence 
under the provisions of any of the said recited Acts or of this 
Act, notice of such intended Marriage shall not be suspended 
in the office of the Superintendent Registrar, but the party 
giving the same shall state therein that such Marriage is 
intended to be celebrated by licence. 

In ease of Marriage by Licence^ Notice to be given to the Superintendettt 
Registrar of One District, which shall be sufficient, 

6. In any case of Marriage intended to be solemnized by 
licence, under the provisions of either of the said two firstly- 
recited Acts or of this Act, between parties both of whom do 
not dwell in the same Superintendent Registrar's district, it 
shall not be required that notice of such intended Marriage 
shall be given to more than one Superintendent Registrar, 
but a notice to the Superintendent Registrar of the district 
in which one of the parties so intending Marriage resides 
shall be sufficient ; and it shall not be required that the said 
notice shall state how long each of the said parties has re- 
sided in his or her dwelling place, but only how long the 
party residing in the district in which the notice is given has 
so resided. 

Notice of Marriage without Licence may be given in Ireland, if One of 

the Parties reside there, 

7. In every case in which one of the parties intending 
Marriage without licence under the provisions of any of the 
said recited Acts or of this Act shall dwell in Ireland, the 
party so dwelling in Ireland shall give notice in the form 
there (7) used in that behalf, or to the like effect, to the 

(7) See next page. 
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Registrar of the district in Ireland within which such party 
shall have dwelt for not less than seven days then next pre- 
ceding, and shall state therein the name and surname and 
the profession and condition and age of each of the parties 
intending Marriage, and also the dwelling place of each of 
them, and the time, not being less than seven days, during 



The following is the form of Notice of Marriage used in Ireland, 
under the 7 & 8 Vict. c. 81, Schedule (A) :— 

"Notice of Marriage. ' 

* * To A. B. [or C. D.], Surrogate [or Deputy Surrogate], or to 
the Registrar of the District of [lioscrea], m the County of [Tip- 
perary], (as the case may be). 

** I hereby give you notice that a Marriage is intended to be had, 
within three calendar months from the date hereof, between me and 
the other party herein named and described : (that is to say), 



Name. 


Condition. 


Rank 

or 

Condition. 


Age. 


Dwelling 
Place. 


T<ength 

of 

Residence. 


Church or 
Building in 

which 
Marriage 
is to be so- 
lemnized. 


District 
and 

County 

in which 

the other 

party 

resides, 
when the 

parties 

dwell in 

difierent 

Districts. 


Lucius 
O'Nara. 


Widower. 


Carpenter. 


Offull 
Age. 


High 

Street, 

Roscrea. 


f? Days. 


Sion 

Chapel, 

Roscrea. 


Mary- 


Margaret 
Shaw. 


spinster. 


^~ 


Minor. 


Grove 
Farm, 
Parish 
Mary- 
borough. 


More than 
a Month. 


borough. 
Queen's 
County. 



(t 



Witness my Hand this [Sixth] Day of [May, 1845]. 

'* (Signed) Lucius O'Hara. 



** (The particulars in this Schedule to be entered according to the 
fact.)" 
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which he or she shall have dwelt therein, and also the church 
or other building in which the Marriage is to be solemnized, 
provided that if either party shall have dwelt in the place 
stated in the notice as his or her dwelling place more than 
one month it may be stated that he or she hath dwelt therein 
one month and upwards (8) ; and such notice shall be dealt 
with in the manner (9) and such certificate for Marriage 
shall be given by such Registrar in the mode (10) respec- 
tively prescribed in an Act passed in the Session holden in 



(8) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 4. 

(9) By being read immediately ajfter the minutes of the proceedings of 
the Guardians at their last meeting shall have been read, on three suc- 
cessive weeks, or at every meeting held within twenty-one days from tha 
day of the notice being entered in the Marriage Notice Book, or if 
no such meeting be held within twenty-one days, the entry of the notice 
in the Notice Book, shall be sufficient — 7 & 8 Vict. c. 81, s. 15. 

^ 10) Upon demand (if the issue of it be not forbidden by any person 
authorized in that behalf), twenty-one days after the date of the entry 
of the notice in the Marriage Notice Book, the Registrar is required, by 
the 7 & 8 Vict. c. 81, s. 16, to issue a certificate under his hand in the 
following form : — 

** SCHEDULE (B). 
** Registrar's Certificate. 

** I [John Cox], Registrar of the District of [Roscrea], in the 
County of [Tipperary], do hereby certify, that on the [sixth] day of 
[May], notice was duly entered in the Marriage Notice Book of the 
said District, of the Marriage intended between the Parties therein 
named and described, delivered under the hand of [Lucius O'Hara] 
one of the parties : (that is to say), 

" (Here follows the tabular matter, as in the Notice of Marriage, 
an^e). 



** Date of Notice entered 
[6M May, 1845.] 

" Date of Certificate given 
[2Stk May, 1845.] 



** The issue of this Certificate has 
not been forbidden by any person 
authorized to forbid the issue 
thereof. 
** Witness my hand this [Tzvenfy-eighth'l day of [May, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-five.'] 

"(Signed) jfohn Cox, Registrar. 

" This Certificate will be void unless the Marriage is solemnized 
on or before the [seventh] day of [August, 1845.] 

** (The particulars in this Schedule to be entered according to 
the fact.)" 



112 REGISTRATION LAWS. — (MARRIAGES.) 

the seventh and eighth years of the reign of Her present 
Majesty, chapter eighty-one, intituled * An Act for Marriages 
in Ireland, and for registering such Marriages,' as amended 
by another Act passed in the Session holden in the ninth 
and tenth years of the same reign, chapter seventy-two, in- 
tituled * An Act to amend the Act for Marriages in Ireland, 
and for registering such Marriages ' (i i), provided that in 
such case the certificate for Marriage shall not be issued 
before the expiration of twenty-one days next after the day 
of the entry of such notice, as in the first of the said two 
last-mentioned Acts is provided; and from and after the 
issuing of. such certificate the production of the same to any 
person duly authorized under the provisions of this Act to 

(ii) The following is the co-relative provision in the Irish Marriage 
Act, 9 & lo Vict. c. 72, s. I : ** In any case of a marriage intended to 
be solemnized in Ireland between parties, one of whom shall be resident 
in England^ such party so resident in England shall give notice in the 
form used in England in that behalf, or to the like effect, to the Super- 
intendent Registrar of the District within which such party shall have 
dwelt for not less than seven days then next preceding ; and shall state 
therein the name and surname, and the profession or condition of each 
of the parties intending marriage, the dwelling-place of each of them, 
and the time, not being less than seven days, during which each has 
dwelt therein, and the church or other building in which the marriage 
is to be solemnized : provided, that if either party shall have dwelt in 
the place stated in the notice more than one calendar month, it may be 
stated therein that he or she hath dwelt there one month and upwards ; 
and such notice shall be dealt with in such manner, and such certificate 
shall be given by such Registrar in such manner as is prescribed in an 
Act of the sixth and seventh years of the reign of His late Majesty King 
William the Fourth,* intituled * An Act for Marriages in England,' 
provided that in such case such certificate shall not be issued before the 
expiration of seven days from the entry of such Notice as aforesaid ; 
and from and after the expiration of seven days from the issuing of such 
certificate, the production of the same to the person duly authorized 
under the provisions of the said first-recited Act (7 & 8 Vict. c. 8i), to 
grant a Licence for Marriage in such case shall be as valid and effectual 
to all intents and purposes for authorizing such person to grant a 
Licence for Marriage, and such certificate shall be as valid and effectual 
for all other purposes under the provisions of the said first-recited Act 
(7 & 8 Vict. c. 81), as any certificate of a Registrar of a district in Ire- 
land would be under the said Act, if such party giving such Notice 
were resident within such district in Ireland, and the other party to such 
intended Marriage were also resident within another Registrar's district 
in Ireland." 
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solemnize a Marriage shall be as valid and effectual for au- 
thorizing such person to solemnize such Marriage as the 
production of a certificate for Marriage of a Superintendent 
Registrar of a district in England would be under any or 
either of the said three firstly hereinbefore-recited Acts, if 
the party giving such notice were resident within such dis- 
trict, and the other party to such intended Marriage were 
also resident within another Superintendent Registrar's . dis- 
trict in England; and where Marriages have since the 
passing of the said Act for Marriages in Ireland, and for 
registering such Marriages, been solemnized in England 
between parties, one of whom was resident in Ireland, under 
certificates, of which one was the certificate of the Registrar 
of the district in Ireland within which one of the parties had 
dwelt for not less than seven days, and the other the certi- 
ficate of the Superintendent Registrar of the district in Eng- 
land within which the other party had dwelt for not less than 
seven days, such Marriages are hereby declared to be and to 
have been valid in the same manner as if the parties had 
been respectively resident for not less than seven days in the 
respective districts of two Superintendent Registrars in Eng- 
land, and Hke certificates had been issued by both such 
Superintendent Registrars. 



Certificate of Proclamation of Banns in Scotland as to Party resident 
there equivalent to Superintendent Registrar's Certificate, 

8. In every case in which one of the parties intending 
Marriage without licence, under the provisions of any of the 
said recited Acts or this Act, shall dwell in Scotland, a certi- 
ficate of proclamation of banns in Scotland under the hand 
of the Session Clerk of the parish in which such proclamation 
shall have been made shall, when produced to any person 
duly authorized under the provisions of this Act to solemnize 
a Marriage, be as valid and effectual for authorizing such 
person to solemnize such Marriage as the production of a 
certificate for Marriage of a Superintendent Registrar of a 
district in England would be, under any or either of the said 
three firstly-recited Acts, in preference to a party resident 
within 45uch district 
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In Cases of Marriage Ify Licence^ Certificate of the Notice thereof may be 
given by the Superintendent Registrar {unless the Marriage be forbidden), 
and thereupon the Marriage may be solemnized, 

9. Every Superintendent Registrar receiving notice of an 
intended Marriage to be solemnized by licence as aforesaid 
shall, after the expiration of one whole day (i 2) next after 
the day of the entry of such notice in his Marriage Notice 
Book, issue under his hand, upon the request of the party 
giving such notice, a certificate in the form or to the effect of 
the certificate set forth in the said Schedule (B) to this 
Act annexed, and also a licence to marry provided that 
in the mean time no lawful impediment to the issuing of 
such certificate be shown to the satisfaction of the same 
Superintendent Registrar, and provided the issue of such 
certificate shall not have been forbidden in the manner pro- 
vided by either of the said firstly and secondly-recited Acts 
by some person or persons authorized in that behalf (13) ; 
and every such certificate shall state the particulars set forth 
in the said notice, and the day on which the same notice was 
entered, and that the issue of such certificate has not been 
forbidden by any person or persons authorized in that behalf; 
and for every such certificate the Superintendent Registrar 
shall be entitled to have and receive a fee of one shilling ; 
and at any time within three calendar months next after the 
day of the entry of such notice the intended Marriage may 
be solemnized under the authority of the said licence ; and 
every Superintendent Registrar's certificate and licence for 
Marriage duly issued under the provisions of this Act shall 
have the same force, validity, and effect as the like certificate 
and hcence issued under the provisions of the said recited 
Acts or either of them would have had in case this Act had 
not been passed. 

Form of Licence for Marriage, 

10. The form of a licence for Marriage so to be granted 
as aforesaid to any party or parties, by the Superintendent 

(12) Under the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, the certificate could not be issued 
until after the lapse of seven days. 

(13) See 6^7 Wm. 4, c 85, ss. 9, 10, and i Vict c. 22, s. 5. 



19 & 20 VICT. CAP. 119. 115 

Registrar of any district as aforesaid, shall be in the form or 
to the effect of the licences set forth in Schedule (C) to this 
Act annexed ; and for every such licence the Superintendent 
Registrar granting the same shall be entitled to have and re- 
ceive of the party requiring the same the sum of one pound 
ten shillings over and above the amount paid for tlie stamps 
necessary on granting such licence. 

Mode of solemnising Marriages in registered Buildings, 

11. No such Marriage as aforesaid shall be solemnized in 
any such registered building without the consent of the 
minister or of one of the trustees, owners, deacons, or 
managers thereof, nor in any registered building of the 
Church of Rome without the consent of the officiating 
minister thereof, nor in any church or chapel of the United 
Church of England and Ireland without the consent of 
the minister thereof, nor in such latter case by any other 
than a duly qualified clergyman of the said United Church, 
or with any other forms or ceremonies than those of the 
said United Church, any Statute or Statutes to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Persons desirous may add the Religious Ceremony ordained by the 

Church, 

12. If the parties to any Marriage contracted at the 
Registry Office of any district conformably to the said re^ 
cited Acts or any of them (14), or to the provisions of this 
Act, shall desire to add the reUgious ceremony ordained or 
used by the church or persuasion bf which such parties shall 
be members to the Marriage so contracted, it shall be com- 
petent for them to present themselves for that purpose to a 
clergyman or minister of the church or persuasion of which 
such parties shall be members, having given notice to such 
clergyman or minister of their intention so to do ; and such 
clergyman or minister, upon the production of their certificate 
of Marriage before the Superintendent Registrar, and upon 
the payment of the customary fees (if any), may, if he shall 



(14) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, s. 21. 
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see fit, in the church or chapel whereof he is the regular 
minister, by himself or by some minister nominated by him, 
read or celebrate the marriage service of the persuasion to 
which such minister shall belong : Provided always, that no 
minister of religion who is not in holy orders of the United 
Church of England and Ireland shall under the provisions of 
this Act officiate in any church or chapel of the United 
Church of England and Ireland ; but nothing in the reading 
or celebration of such service shall be* held to supersede or 
invalidate any Marriage so previously contracted, nor shall 
such reading or celebration be entered as a Marriage among 
the Marriages in the Parish Register : Provided also, that 
at no Marriage solemnized at the Registry Office of any 
district shall any religious service be used at such Registry 
Office. 

Superintendent Registrar to whom Notice is given may grant Licence for 
Marriage {under 3 <Sr» 4 Vict, c. 72) in a District in which neither of 
the Parties resides, 

13. When any Marriage is intended to be solemnized 
between parties not of the Society of Friends commonly 
called Quakers, or not professing tiie Jewish religion (15), 
by licence under the provisions of the before-recited Act of 
the third and fourth years of Her Majesty, chapter seventy- 
two, in a registered building situated in a district within 
which neither of the parties resides (16), it shall be lawful for 
the Superintendent Registrar to whom notice of such in- 
tended Marriage shall have been given to grant to the party 
applying for the same a 'licence for such Marriage to be 
solemnized in the registered building stated in such notice ; 
and every licence and certificate granted in pursuance of this 
enactment shall be as vahd and effectual to all intents and 
purposes as if the same had been granted by the Superinten- 
dent Registrar of the district in which the registered build- 
ing wherein the Marriage is intended to be solemnized is 
situated. 



(15) With regard to this exemption, see 3 & 4 Vict. c. 72, s. 5. 
(i6) See 3 ife 4 Vict. c. 72, s. 2. 
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Superintendent Registrar may grant Licence for Marriage to be solemn* 
ized in registered Building out of the District wherein the Parties 
reside^ provided it be the usual Pktce of Worship of one of t?iem, 

14. When any Marriage is intended to be solemnized 
under the provisions of any of the before-recited Acts (17) or 
of this Act, in the usual place of worship of the parties so 
intending Marriage, or one of them, and such place of wor- 
ship shall be a registered building situated out of the district 
of their, his, or her residence, it shall be lawful for the 
Superintendent Registrar or respective Superintendent 
Registrars to whom notice of such Marriage shall have been 
given to grant to the party applying for fiie same a licence 
or certificate, as the case may be, for such Marriage to be 
solemnized in the registered building stated in such notice, 
provided such building be situated not more than two miles 
beyond the limits of the district in which the notice of such 
Marriage has been given; and the party giving notice of such 
Marriage shall at the time of giving the same state therein, 
in addition to the description of the building in which the 
Marriage is to be solemnized, that it is the usual place of 
worship of one of the parties, and shall also state the name 
of the party whose usual place of worship it is ; and every 
licence and certificate granted in pursuance of this enactment 
shall be as valid and effectual, to all intents and purposes, as 
if the same had been granted by the Superintendent Registrar 
of the district in which the registered building wherein the 
Marriage is intended to be solemnized is situated 

Registrar General may appoint Registrars of Marriages; and Appoint- 
ment of Registrars of Marriages by Superintendent Registrars to be 
subject to the Approval oj the Registrar General, 

15. The Registrar General shall have power and he is 
hereby authorized firom time to time to appoint, by writing 
under his hand, such person or persons as he may think fit, 
with such qualifications as the said Registrar General by any 
general rule shall have declared to be necessary, to be a 
Registrar or Registrars of Marriages within the district of 
any Superintendent Registrar ; and every appointment to be 

(17) See6 & 7 Wm. 4.C. 85, s. ii. 
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hereafter made by any Superintendent Registrar of any 
person or persons to be a Registrar or Registrars, for the 
purpose of being present at Marriages to be solemnized under 
and by virtue of any or either of the said recited Acts or of 
this Act, shall be by writing under the hand of such Super* 
intendent Registrar, and shall be subject to the approval of 
the Registrar General (i8). 

Registrar of Marriages may appoint a Deputy, 

1 6. Every Registrar of Marriages, already appointed or 
hereafter to be appointed, shall be and he is hereby em- 
powered, subject to the approval of the Registrar General, to 
appoint, by a writing under his hand, a fit person to be and 
to act as his Deputy, in case of the illness or unavoidable 
absence of such Registrar \ and every such Deputy, while so 
acting, shall have all the powers and duties and be subject 
to all the provisions and penalties in the said recited Acts or 
any or either of them given, imposed, and contained con- 
cerning Registrars of Marriages ; and every such Deputy 
shall hold his office during the pleasure of the Registrar by 
whom he was appointed, but shall be removable by the 
Registrar General ; and every Registrar of Marriages shall be 
civilly responsible for the acts and omissions of Ms Deputy ; 
and in case any Registrar of Marriages shall die, or otherwise 
cease to hold his office, his Deputy shall become the Regis- 
trar of Marriages in his place until the appointment of 
another Registrar of Marriages shall have been made and 
notified to him by the Superintendent Registrar or by the 
Registrar General, and shall, while continuing such Regis- 
trar, have the same powers and duties and be subject to the 
same provisions and penalties as any other Registrar of 
Marriages. 

Proof of the Observance of this Act and of the recited Acts^ Matters not 

necessary to the Validity ofMofriages, 

17. After any Marriage shall have been solemnized, under 
the authority of any of the said recited Acts or of this Act, 

-^^-^ ■ — • 1 ■ -— - " -r I Hill _Mi.__j__ 

(18) As to these appointments see 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c 85, s. 17, and 
I Vict. c. 22, s. 22. 
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it shall not be necessary in support of such Marriage to give 
any proof of the actual dwelling or of the period of dwelling 
of either of the parties previous to the Marriage within the 
district stated in any notice of Marriage to be that of his or 
her residence, or of the consent to any Marriage having been 
given by any person whose consent thereto is required by 
law, or that the registered building in which any Marriage 
may have been solemnized had been certified according to 
law as a place of religious worship, or that such building was 
the usual place of worship of either of the parties, nor shall 
any evidence be given to prove the contrary in any suit or 
legal proceedings touching the validity of such Marriage; 
and all Marriages which heretofore have been or which here- 
after may be had or solemnized, under the authority of any 
of the said recited Acts or of this Act, in any building or 
place of worship which has been registered pursuant to the 
provisions of the said Act passed in the sixth and seventh 
years of His late Majesty King William the Fourth, chapter 
'eighty-five, but which may not have been certified as re- 
quired by law, shall be as valid in all respects as if such place 
of worship had been so certified. 

Penalty on making false Declaration^ or giving false Notices. 

18. Any person who shall knowingly or wilfiiUy make 
any false declaration or sign any false notice required by this 
Act for the purpose of procuring any Marriage, and every 
person who shall forbid the granting by any Superintendent 
Registrar of a certificate for marriage by falsely representing 
himself or herself to be a person whose consent to such 
Marriage is required by law, knowing such representation to 
be false, shall suffer the penalties of perjury. 

In cote of fraudulent Marriages^ the guilty Party to forfeit all Property 
accruing from the Marriage^ as in 4 Geo, 4, c, 76. 

19. If any valid Marriage shall be had, under the provi- 
sions of any of the said recited Acts or of this Act, by means 
of any wilfully false declaration, notice, or certificate made or 
obtained by either party to such Marriage as to any matter 
in which a solemn declaration, notice, or certificate is re- 
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quired, it shall be lawful for Her Majesty's Attorney General 
or Solicitor General to sue for a forfeiture of all the estate 
and interest in any property accruing to the offending party 
by such Marriage, and the proceedings thereupon and the 
consequences thereof shall be the same as are provided in the 
like case with regard, to Marriages solemnized by licence be- 
tween parties under age according to the rites of the Church 
of England in the Statute passed in the Fourth year of the 
reign of His late Majesty King George the Fourth, chapter 
seventy-six. 

Nothing to alter^ <Sr»r., Provisions of existing Acts, except where at 

variance with this Act, 

20. Except where the provisions of the said recited Acts 
are expressly altered by or are at variance with the provi- 
sions of this Act, nothing herein contained shall alter, repeal, 
or affect, or be construed so as in any manner to alter, 
repeal, or affect any of the several provisions and clauses 
contained in the same Acts or any of them, but, except as 
aforesaid, the same provisions and clauses respectively shall 
be and remain in full force and effect as if this Act had not 
been passed ; and this Act shall, except as aforesaid, be con- 
sidered as incorporated with the same provisions and clauses, 
and be construed in connection therewith ; provided that^ 
save as hereinafter mentioned, none of the provisions of this 
Act shall limit or alter, or be construed to limit or alter, the 
privileges of persons belonging to the Society of Friends 
commonly called Quakers, or of persons professing the 
Jewish religion, or impose on either of such 'bodies any 
obligations beyond such as are enacted in either of the said 
recited Acts. 

Marriages of Quakers or Jews may be solemnized by Licence. 

21. Any Marriage according to the usages of the Society 
of Friends commonly called Quakers, or to the usages of 
persons professing the Jewish religion respectively, where 
the parties thereto are both members of the said society, or 
both persons professing the Jewish religion respectively, may 
be solemnized by licence (which licence the Superintendent 
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Registrar to whom notice of the intended Marriage shall 
have been given is hereby authorized to grant in die form 
or to the effect set forth in the said Schedule (C) to this 
Act annexed), as effectually in all respects as if such Mar- 
riage were solemnized after the issue of a certificate by such 
Superintendent Registrar in the manner provided by the said 
recited Acts or any of them ; and the provisions in this 
present Act contained in relation to the solemn declaration 
to be -made by the party intending Marriage, and to the 
statement to be contained in the notice of such intended 
Marriage that such Marriage is intended to be celebrated by 
licence (19), and to the notice to be given of any such in- 
tended Marriage by licence (19), and to the giving of certi- 
ficates in the form or to the effect set forth in Schedule (B) 
to this Act annexed (20), and to the fee and stamp to be 
paid for such licence (2 1), shall be applicable in all respects 
to every such Marriage to be solemnized by licence accord- 
ing to the usages of tfie said society or to the usages of per- 
sons professing the Jewish religion respectively. 

Registrar General to furnish Marriage Register Books and Forms to 
each certified Secretary of a Synagogue of British Jews. 

22. The Registrar General shall furnish or cause to be 
furnished to the person whom twenty householders professing 
the Jewish religion, and being members of the West London 
Synagogue of British Jews, shall certify in writing under 
their hands to the Registrar General to be the Secretary of 
the West London Synagogue of British Jews, and also to 
every person whom such Secretary shsdl in like manner 
certify to be the Secretary of some other synagogue of not 
less than twenty householders professing the Jewish religion, 
and being in connexion with the West London Synagogue, 
and having been established for not less than one year, a 
sufficient number in duplicate of Marriage Register Books 
and forms for certified copies thereof; and every Secretary 
of a Synagogue to whom such books and forms shall be 
furnished under this Act shall perform the same duties in 



(19) See s. 2, ante, p. 106. {20) See s. 9, ante, p. 114. 

(21) See s. 10, ante, p. 115. 
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relation to the registration of Marriages between persons 
professing the Jewish religion as under an Act passed in the 
Session of Parliament held in the sixth and seventh years of 
his late Majesty King William the Fourth, chapter eighty- 
six, intituled 'An Act for registering Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages in England,' are to be performed by the Secretary* 
of a synagogue to whom Marriage Register Books and forms 
for certified copies thereof have been or shall be furnished 
under that Act (22). 

Marriages under this Act good and cogninahU, 

23. Every Marriage solemnized under any of the said 
recited Acts or of this Act shall be good and cognizable in 
like manner as Marriages before the pasing of the first- 
recited Act according to the rites of the Church of England. 

Recites the Act of i^ &• 16 Vict. c. 36 — Registrar General to allow 
Searches to be madcy and give Extracts from the Returns of certified 
Flexes of Worship made to him thereto, on Payment of specified Fees, 

24. And whereas, in pursuance of an Act passed in the 
Session holden in the fifteenth and sixteenth years of Her 
Majesty, chapter thirty-six, intituled * An Act to amend the 
Law relating to the certifying and registering Places of Re- 
ligious Worship of Protestant Dissenters ' (23), the Registrars 
of the several dioceses and archdeaconries, and the Clerks 
of the Peace of the several counties, ridings, divisions, cities, 
and boroughs in England and Wales, did, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifly-two, make and transmit, as 
thereby required, to the Registrar General of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages in England, duly verified returns of all places 
within the limits of their respective jurisdictions which 
previous to and up to the time of the passing of the last- 
mentioned Act had been certified according to law and 
registered or recorded as places of meeting for religious wor- 
ship : And whereas the total number of such places of 
meeting so returned to the said Registrar General pursuant 



(22) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 31, ante, p. 13. 

(23) This Act was repealed by the 18 & 19 Vict c 81, s. I, ante, p. 96. 
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to the provisions of the said Act is fifty-four thousand eight 
hundred and four, and it is expedient that, for facilitating the 
proof of such places having been duly certified and r^stered 
or recorded as aforesaid, the Registrar General should be 
empowered by law to allow searches to be made in the said 
returns, and to give certified copies thereof and extracts there- 
from : Be it further enacted as follows : — ' 

The Registrar General, on payment to him of the several 
fees hereinafter mentioned, shall allow searches to be made 
in the returns so made to him' as aforesaid, and shall give to 
any person demanding the same a certified copy thereof or 
extract therefrom with respect to any place of meeting for 
rehgious worship contained therein ; and every such certified 
copy or extract shall be sealed or stamped with the seal of 
the General Register Office, and when so sealed or stamped 
as aforesaid, if tendered in evidence upon any trial or other 
judicial proceeding in any civil or criminal court, shall be 
received as evidence of the place of meeting therein men- 
tioned or described having been at the time in that behalf 
therein stated duly certified and registered or recorded as by 
law required, without any further or other proof of the same ; 
and the Registrar General shall be entitled to demand and 
receive for every search in the said returns extending over a 
period of not more than ten years the sum of one shilling, 
and for every additional period of ten years the sum of six- 
pence, and the further sum of two shillings and sixpence for 
every single certified copy or extract. 

Act not to extend to Ireland or Scotland, 

25. Save as herein expressly provided, this Act shall not 
extend to Ireland or Scotland. 

Commencement of Act, 

26. This Act shall come into operation on the first day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, and 
none of the provisions thereof shall take effect previous to 
that day. 
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(Form of Notice of Marriage — continued.) 

And I hereby solemnly declare, That I believe there is no impediment 

of kindred or alliance, or other lawful hindrance to the said Marriage, 

and that /, the above-named James Smith, have for the space oi fifteen 

days immediately preceding the giving of this notice had my usual place 

of abode and residence 

\If the Marriage is intended to be had in a church or chapel of the 

Church of England, insert in this space the following words, ** in the 

parish of ," or ** in the ecclesiastical district of " {as the 

case may be), and add the name of the parish or ecclesiastical district in 

which one of the parties resides^ 

within the above-named ^i^XricXoi Hendon, 

[And I further declare That I am not a minor under the age of 
twenty-one years, and that the other party herein named and described 
is not a minor under the age of twenty-one years. {If one or both of the 
parties be under age, these words must be expunged,)"] {Or, as the case 
may be.) 

And I further declare. That she [or I] the said Martha Green, not 
being a widow [or widower], is [or am], a minor under the age of 
twenty-one years, and that the consent of George JCilpin, whose consent 
to her [or my] marriage is required by law, has been duly given and ob- 
tained thereto [or **that there is no person whose consent to her [or 
my] marriage is by law required " {as the case may be.)] 

And I make the foregoing declarations solemnly and deliberately, con- 
scientiously believing the same to be true, pursuant to the provisions of 
an Act passed in the twentieth year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, 
chapter 119, intituled * An Act to amend the provisions of the Marriage 
and Registration Acts,' well knowing that every person who shall know- 
ingly or wilfully make and sign or subscribe any false declaration, or 
who shall sign any false notice for the purpose of procuring any marriage 
under the provisions of the said Act above-mentioned, or any of the 
several Acts therein recited, shall suffer the penalties of perjury. In 
witness whereof, I have hereunto set and subscribed my hand, \)dSs> fifth 
day of January, 1857* 

James Smith. 

Signed and declared by the above-named James Smith, in the 
presence of 

[Here let the witness attest the signature of the party giving the notice, 
according to one or other of the following ** Examples ;" — - 



Example. 


Name of Witness. 


Description. 


Place of Abode. 


z 


John Cox. 


Superintendent Registrar of Hen- 
don District [or Deputy Super- 
intendent Registrar oj Hendon 
Districts 


Hendon^ 
Middlesex. 


3 


Peter Green. 


Registrar of Marriages for the 
Hendon District. 


Hendon^ 
Middlesex. 
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SCHEDULE (C). 

Form of Superintendent Registrar's Licence for Marriage. 

To A,B, of in the County of and C. D. of in the 

county of , I, the undersigned Superintendent Registrar of 

the district of , in the county of , , send greeting ; 

Whereas in pursuance of some or one of the Statutes next herein- 
after mentioned made and now in force concerning the contracting and 
solemnizing of Marriages in England (that is to say), an Act passed in 
the seventh year of His late Majesty King William the Fourth, chapter 
85 ; an Act passed in the first year of Her present Majesty, chapter 22 ; 
an Act passed in the fourth year of Her said Majesty, chapter 72 ; and 
an Act passed in the twentieth year of Her said Majesty, chapter 1 19 ; 
one of you did on the day of , give due notice of your in- 

tention to enter into a contract of Marriage, and you are desirous that 
such Marriage should be speedily performed at , in the district 

of : And whereas it has been made to appear to my satisfaction, 

that in regard to your said intended Marriage you have severally in all 
respects complied with the provisions and requirements of the above- 
mentioned Statutes, so far as such provisions and requirements are 
applicable to and binding upon you, or either of you : And whereas no 
impediment of kindred or alliance, or other lawful hindrance to the said 
Marriage has been shown to exist : And whereas the certificate required 
by law has been duly issued by me : Now, therefore, I, the said Super- 
intendent Registrar, by virtue of the power and authority vested in me 
in that behalf, do hereby grant unto you the aforesaid A, B. and C, Z>.y 
full licence and permission to proceed in due form of law to contract 
and solemnize such marriage at* , in the said district, at any time 

within, but not after, the expiration of three calei^dar months next 
following the day of 

Witness my hand this day of 

Superintendent Registrar of the above-mentioned district 
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20 Vict. cap. 19. 

An Act to provide for the Relief of the Poor in 
Extra-parochial Places. [21st March, 1857.] 

Whereas it is desirable that provision should be made for 
the relief of the poor in extra-parochial places : Be it there- 
fore enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present ParUament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

All Extra-parochial Places^ where no Poor Rate is lezned, to be deemed 
Parishes for Relief of the JPoor^ (Sr»r., and Justices having Jurisdiction, 
to appoint Overseers, 

I. After the thirty-first day of December, ohe thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven, every place entered separately 
in the Report of the Registrar General on the last Census 
which now is or is reputed to be extra-parochial, and wherein 
no rate is levied for the relief of the poor, shall for all the 
purposes of the assessment to the poor-rate, the rehef of the 
poor, the county, police, or borough rate, the burial of the 
dead, the removal of nuisances, the registration of Parlia- 
mentary and municipal voters, and the registration of births 
and deaths (i), be deemed a parish for such purposes, and 
shall be designated by the name which is assigned to it in 
such Report ; and the Justices of the Peace having juris- 
diction over such place or over the greater part thereof shall 
appoint Overseers of the Poor therein ; and with respect to 
any other place being or reputed to be extra-parochial, and 
wherein no rate is levied for the relief of the poor, such Jus- 
tices may appoint Overseers of the Poor therein, notwith- 
standing anything contained in the hundred and first chapter 
of the Statute passed in the Session of Parliament of the 
seventh and eighth years of Her present Majesty. 



( I ) See I Vict. c. 22, s. 9, and note thereon. And further, with regard to 
this Statute, see 31 & 32 Vict. c. 122, s. 27, ante, p. 59, n.; see also 23 Vict, 
c. 24, with reference to marriages in. places formerly extra-parochial. 
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Bishop may authorize Publication of Banns in Church or Chapel of the 
Church of England in Extra-parochial Place, 

9. Where any extra-parochial place has belonging to or 
within it any church or chapel of the Church of England, the 
Bishop of the diocese within which such church or chapel 
shall be locally situate, may, if he think fit, authorize by 
writing under his hand and seal the publication of banns and 
the solemnization of Marriages by banns or licence in such 
church or chapel of persons residing within such extra-paro- 
chial place, and such written authorization shall be registered 
in the Registry of the diocese (i). 

Provisions as to the keeping of Marriage Registers to extend to any 
Church or Chapel where Banns may be published, 

10. Provided always, That all provisions now in force or 
which may hereafter be established by law relative to pro- 
viding and keeping Marriage Registers in any parish 
churches shall extend and be construed to extend to any 
church or chapel in which the publication of banns and 
solemnization of marriages shall be so authorized as afore- 
said in the same manner as if the same were a parish church, 
and everything required by law to be done relative thereto 
by the Churchwarden or Chapelwarden or other officer ex- 
ercising analogous duties in such church or chapel, or if 
there shall be no such officer then by such person as shall 
be appointed in that behalf by the Bishop of the diocese. 

Terms used in this Act to be construed as in 4 &* $ Wm, 4, c, 76, (Sr»f . 

1 1. The words used in this Act shall be construed in the 
like manner as in the seventy-sixth chapter of the Statute 
passed in the fourth and fifth years of King William the 
Fourth ; and the provisions contained therein, and in the 
subsequent Acts explaining and extending the same, and not 
repealed, shall, so far as they shall be consistent herewith, 
be extended to this Act (2). 

(i) See as to marriages 23 Vict c. 24. 
(2) See 5 & 6 Wm. 4, c. 76, s. 109, 
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21 cSf 22 Vict. cap. 25. 

An Act to amend the Act concerning Non-parochial 
Registers, and the Acts for Marriages, and for 
registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages in Eng- 
land ♦ * * » [14th June, 1.858.] 

Whereas by an Act passed in the Session of Parliament 
holden in the third and fourth years of Her Majesty (chapter 
ninety-two), * for enabling Courts of Justice to admit non- 
parochial Registers as evidence of Births or Baptisms, 
Deaths or Burials, and Marriages,' provisions were made for 
the deposit in the General Register Office of certain non- 
parochial Registers, and for making the same receivable in 
evidence, and other provisions were thereby made in relation 
to such Registers : And whereas by Commission under the 
Great Seal, bearing date the first day of January in the twen- 
tieth year of the reign of Her Majesty, certain persons were 
appointed Commissioners to inquire into the state, custody, 
and authenticity of any Registers or Records of Births or 
Baptisms, Deaths or Burials, and Marriages lawfully solemn- 
ized, kept in England or Wales, other than the Parochial 
Registers, and the copies thereof deposited with the Diocesan 
Registrars, and which had not been inquired into and ex- 
amined by certain former Commissioners, and also for in- 
quiring whether any and what measures could be beneficially 
adopted for collecting and arranging all or any of such Regis- 
ters or records, and for depositing the same, or copies thereof, 
in the Office of the Registrar General of Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages in England, or for otherwise preserving the same, 
and also for considering and advising the proper measures to 
be adopted for giving full force and efifect as evidence in all 
Courts of Justice to all such Registers as were found accu- 
rate and faithful, and for faciUtating the production and re- 
ception of the same : And whereas by the Report of the said 
Commissioners, bearing date the thirty-first day of Decem- 
ber one thousand eight hundred and fifiy-seven, it appears 



21 & 22 VICT. CAP. 25 I3I 

that they have received two hundred and ninety-two non- 
parochial Registers or Records, and that of this number two 
hundred and sixty-five have after examination, as in such 
Report mentioned, been judged by them to be accurate and 
faithful, and that a certificate to that effect, and signed by 
three of the said Commissioners, has been affixed to each of 
such two hundred and sixty-five Registers or Records ; that 
there are certain cases, however, where only some of the 
entries have been found accurate and faithful, and that in 
these cases the certificate has been so framed as clearly to 
distinguish such entries from the rest, and to confine the 
sanction of the Commissioners to the unobjectionable portion 
of the Registers ; and a complete list of the Registers thus 
wholly or partially sanctioned by the said Commissioners is 
annexed to their Report in the Appendix (A) thereto ; and 
the said Commissioners have by their said Report recom- 
mended that a Bill be introduced into Parliament providing 
that the Registers or Records in the custody of the said 
Commissioners, and certified in the manner described (and 
hereinbefore mentioned), should be deposited in the General 
Register Office in the custody of the Registrar General of 
Births, Deaths, and Marriages in England, and should then 
be deemed to be in legal custody and be receivable in evi- 
dence in all Courts of Justice, subject as in the said Report 
mentioned: Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
,the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows : — 

Certain Registers to be deposited with the Registrar General, 

I. The Registrar General of Births, Deaths, and Mar- 
riages in England shall receive and deposit in the General 
Register Office all the Registers and Records of Births, 
Baptisms, Deaths, Burials, and Marriages now in the cus- 
tody of the said Commissioners, and which they have by 
their said Report recommended to be deposited in the 
General Register Office in the custody of the said Registrar 
General, and which are mentioned in Appendix (A) to their 
said Report. 

K 2 
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Certain other Registers may be deposited in the Office after Examination 

by Order of Secretary of State, 

2. And whereas certain non-parochial Registers and 
Records in addition to those mentioned in the said Report 
of the said Commissioners were sent to them before the date 
of such Report, but too late to allow of such Registers or 
Records being examined and reported on by them, and 
other non-parochial Registers or Records have been sent to 
them since the date of their said Report : It shall be lawful 
for one of Her Majesty's principal Secretaries of State to 
appoint or authorize three or more persons to inquire into 
the state, custody, and authenticity of the non-parochial 
Registers or Records of Births or Baptisms, Deaths or 
Burials, and Marriages, which have been sent to the said 
Commissioners as aforesaid, and have not been reported on 
by them, and such of the same Registers or Records as the 
persons so authorized shall find accurate and faithful they or 
three of them shall certify under their hands as fit to be 
placed with the other Registers and Records hereby directed 
to be deposited in the General Register Office, and the Re- 
gistrar General, upon receiving the certificate of such persons 
and an order of one of Her Majesty's principal Secretaries of 
State for this purpose, shall receive such Registers and 
Records and deposit them in the General Register Office. 

Sections 5 /it? 19 ^3 dr* 4 Vict, c, 92 to extend to the Registers deposited 

under this Act, 

3. The provisions of the said Act of the third and fourth 
years of Her Majesty, from section five to section nineteen, 
both inclusive, and the rules, orders, and regulations made 
under the said Act, shall extend and be applicable to the 
Registers or Records deposited in the General Register Office 
under this Act, in like manner as the same are applicable to 
the Registers or Records deposited under the said Act of the 
third and fourth years of Her Majesty. 
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Power to increase Salary of Registrar General^ but to include all Duties 

under this Act^ &*c, 

4. So much of the Act of the Session holden in the sixth 
and seventh years of King William the Fourth, chapter 
eighty-six (i), as enacts that the salary of the Registrar 
General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in England shall 
not at any time exceed 'the sum of one thousand pounds 
yearly, shall be repealed; and it shall be lawful for the 
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to appoint from 
time to time the salary of the said Registrar General, so that 
the same shall not at any time exceed the sum of twelve 
hundred pounds yearly ; the salary so to be appointed to be 
deemed to include the remuneration for all duties which 
under any Act or Acts of Parliament the said Registrar 
General is or may hereafter be appointed or required to 
perform. 



(i) See s. 3 of the Act referred to, ante, p. 2. 
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23 Vict cap. 18. 

An Act to amend the Acts relating to Marriages in 
England and Ireland, by extending certain provi- 
sions thereof to persons professing with the Society 
of Friends called Quakers. [15th May, i860.] 

6 <Sr» 7 Wm, 4, c. 8s-~7 <Sr* 8 Vict, c. 81. 

Whereas by an Act passed in the session holden in the 
sixth and seventh years of the reign of King William the 
Fourth, chapter eighty-five, intituled * An Act for Marriages 
in England,' it was enacted, that the Society of Friends, 
commonly called Quakers, might continue to contract and 
solemnize marriage according to the usages of the said 
society, and every such marriage was thereby declared and 
•confirmed good in Law, provided that the parties to such 
marriage were both of the said society ; provided also, that 
Notice to the Registrar should have been given, and the 
Registrar's Certificate should have issued in manner therein- 
after provided: And whereas by an Act passed in the 
Session holden in the seventh and eighth years of the reign 
of Her present Majesty, chapter eighty-one, intituled *An 
Act for Marriages in Ireland, and for registering such Mar- 
riages,' it was enacted, that the Society of Friends, com- 
monly called Quakers, might continue to contract and 
solemnize marriage according to the usages of the said 
society, and that every such marriage should be deemed 
good in Law, provided that the parties to such marriage 
were both of the said society; provided also, that Notice 
to the Registrar should have been given and the Registrar's 
Certificate should have issued in manner thereinafter pro- 
vided : And whereas it is expedient to extend and amend 
the said recited provisions in manner hereinafter mentioned : 
Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, 
as follows : 
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Marriages of Quakers may be solemnized in Cases where one only or 
where neither of the Parties shall be a Member of the Society of 
Friends^ under provisions herein named, 

1. From and after the thirtieth day of June one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty, marriages may be contracted and 
solemnized according to the usages of the said Society of 
Friends, commonly called Quakers, in England and Ireland 
respectively, not only in the case provided for by the said 
recited provisions, but also in cases where one only or where 
neither of the parties to the marriage shall be a member of 
the said society : Provided always^ that the party or parties 
who shall not be a member or members of the said society shall 
profess with or be of the persuasion of the said society (i) ; pro- 
vided also, that no person who is not a member of the said 
society shall be married according to the usages thereof 
unless he or she shall be authorized thereto under or in pur- 
suance of some general rule or rules of the said society in 
England and Ireland respectively; and a copy of such 
general rule or rules purporting to be signed by tiie record- 
ing clerk for the time being of the said Society in London 
and in Dublin respectively shall be admitted as evidence of 
such general rule or rules in all proceedings touching the 
validity of any such marriage. 

Enactments now in force to extend to every Marriage contracted 
under the Authority of this Act, 

2. All the enactments now in force, whether contained in 
the said recited Acts or in any other Act or Acts of Parlia- 
ment, and relating to marriages contracted and solemnized 
according to the usages of the said Society in England (2) 
and Ireland respectively, and to the registration thereof (3), 
so far as the same are not inconsistent with this Act, shall 
extend and be applicable to every marriage contracted and 
solemnized by the authority of this Act in England and 
Ireland respectively, as fully and effectually as if the said 
enactments were repeated herein. 

- ------ I IHM - * • 

(i) The words in italics are repealed by 35 Vict. c. 10, s. I. 

(2) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 8s, s. 2, ante^ p. 32. 

(3) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 30, ante^ p. 12. 
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35 Vict cap. 10. 

An Act to extend the provisions of the Acts relating 
to Marriages in England and Ireland, so far as 
they relate to Marriages according to the usages 
of the Society of Friends. [13th May, 1872.] 

23 6- 24 Vict, c. 18— -6 6- 7 Wm, 4, c, 85—7 <Sr* 8 Vict, c. 81. 

Whereas by an Act passed in the session holden in the 
twenty-third and twenty-fourth years of the reign of Her pre- 
sent Majesty, chapter eighteen, after reciting certain provi- 
sions relating to marriages according to the usages of the 
Society of Friends called Quakers, contained in the Acts of 
the sixth and seventh years of the reign of King William the 
Fourth, chapter eighty-five, intituled * An Act for Marriages 
in England,' and certain other provisions relating to such 
marriages, contained in the Act of the seventh and eighth 
years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter eighty-one, 
intituled * An Act for Marriages in Ireland, and for register- 
ing such Marriages,' it was enacted (amongst other things), 
" Aat from and after the thirtieth day of June one thousand 
" eight hundred and sixty, marriages might be contracted and 
" solemnized according to the usages of the said Society of 
" Friends, commonly called Quakers, in England and Ireland 
** respectively, not only in the case provided for by the said 
** recited provisions, but also in cases where one only or where 
" neither of the parties to the marriage should be a member 
" of the said society j" but in the said Act of the twenty- 
third and twenty-foUrth years of the reign of Her present 
Majesty, chapter eighteen, there is contained the following 
proviso, namely, " Provided always, that the party or parties 
" who shall not be a member or members of the said society 
"shall profess with or be of the persuasion of the said 
" society :" 

And whereas, in order that the relief intended to be given 
by the said last-mentioned Act may be made fully effective, it 
is expedient that the said recited proviso shall be repealed : 
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Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's most Excellent 
Majesty by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Par- 
liament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows : 

Amendment ^23 6r» 24 Vict, c, 1 8. 

I. From and after the first day of January one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-three, the said recited Act of the 
twenty-third and twenty-fourth years of the reign of Her 
.present Majesty, chapter eighteen, shall be construed and 
shall take effect as if the words next hereinafter specified 
were omitted therefrom, namely, " Provided always, that the 
" party or parties who shall not be a member or members of 
" the said society shall profess with or be of the persuasion 
" of the said society :" Provided that no marriage shall be 
valid under this Act unless when notice of the intention to 
solemnize such marriage is given to the Superintendent 
Registrar in England or (as the case may be) to the Regis- 
trar of Marriages in Ireland, as required by law, a certificate 
shall be produced to such Superintendent Registrar or Regis- 
trar of Marriages purporting to be signed by some register- 
ing officer of tibe said Society of Friends in England or in 
Ireland respectively to the effect that the party by whom or 
on whose behalf such notice is given, or each such party {as 
the case maybe), is authorized thereto under or in pursuance 
of some general rule or rules of the said Society in England 
or Ireland respectively, and such certificate shall be for all 
purposes conclusive evidence that the party by whom or on 
whose behalf such notice is given, or each such party (as the 
case may be), is duly authorized to proceed to the accom- 
plishment of such marriage according to the usages of the 
said Society, and the register of such marriage, or a copy 
thereof duly certified according to law, shall be conclusive 
evidence of the due production of such certificate as afore- 
said ; but no such certificate shall be required in cases where 
the party giving such notice shall declare, either verbally 
or in writing if thereunto required, that both the parties to 
the intended marriage are either members of the said Society 
or in profession with or of the persuasion thereof. 
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37 & 38 Vict. cap. 88. 

An Act ta amend the Law relating to the Registra- 
tion of Births and Deaths in England, and to con- 
solidate the Law respecting the Registration of 
Births and Deaths at Sea. [7th August, 1874.] 

Whereas it is expedient to amend the Acts relating to the 
registration of Births and Deaths in England, and to consoli- 
date the law respecting the registration of Births and Deaths 
at sea : 

Be it enacted hy the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

Registration of Births — Information concerning Birth to be given to 

Registrar within forty-two days, 

I. In the case of every child bom alive after the com- 
mencement of this Act, it shall be the duty of the father amd 
mother (i) of the child, and in default of the father and 
mother, of the occupier of the house in which to his know- 
ledge the child is bom, and of each person present at the 
birth, and of the person having charge of the child, to give 
to the Registrar, within forty-two days next after such birth, 
information of the particulars required to be registered con- 
cerning such birth (2), and in the presence of Sie Registrar 

to sign the register (3). 

• 

(i) The law does not take cc^nisance of the mother any more than of 
the father of an iUegitimate child, except for purposes of affiliation. 
But see s. 7, post, 

(2) See s. 47, post, 

(3) See ss. 39, 40, post, as to the penalties for non-compliance with 
this section. The Court has no power to issue mandamus to a Registrar 
of Births, &c., under 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, commanding him to erase 
the entry of a birth on its appearing that the child was supposititious and 
that the entry has been made for fraudulent purposes. A. Stanford , 
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Requisition by Registrar of InformcUion eoneerning Birth from qualified 

Informant after forty-two Days, 

2. Where a birth has, from the default of the parents or 
other persons required to give information concerning it, not 
been duly registered, the Registrar may, at any time after the 
end of forty-two days from such birth, by notice in writing, 
require any of the persons required by this Act to give in- 
formation concerning such birth to attend personally at the 
Registrars office (4), or at any other place appointed by the 
Registrar within his sub-district, within such time (not less 
than seven days after the receipt of such notice, and not more 
than three months from the date of the birth) as may be 
specified in such notice, and to give information, to the best 
of such person's knowledge and belief, of the particulars re- 
quired to be registered concerning such birth (5), and to 
sign the register in the presence of the Registrar ; and it 
shall be the duty of such person, unless the birth is regis- 
tered before the expiration of the time specified in such 
requisition, to comply with such requisition (6). 

Information respecting finding New-horn Child to be given to Registrar, 

3. In case any living new-bom child is found exposed, it 
shall be the duty of any person finding such child, and of 
any person in whose charge such child may be placed, to 
give, to the best of his knowledge and belief, to the Regis- 
trar, within seven days after the finding of such child, such 
information of the particulars required to be registered 
concerning the birth of such child as the informant pos- 
sesses (7), and in the presence of the Registrar to sign the 
register (6). 

• 

widow, feigned childbirth, and procured a supposititious child to be en- 
tered in the registry as the child of herself and her deceased husband, to 
obtain an annuity to which she would have been entitled in the event of 
her husband leaving issue. Ex parte Stanford^ i G. & D. 428 ; 9 Dowl. 
P. C. 927 ; 5 Jut. 988. 

(4) See s. 26, post^ as to the Registrar's office. 

(5) See s. 47, post, 

(6) See ss. 39, 40, post^ as to the penalties for non-compliance with 
this section. 

(7) See s. 47, post. 
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Duty of Registrar to ascertain and register Births gratis. 

4. It shall be the duty of the Registrar to inform himself 
carefully of every birth which happens within his sub-district, 
and upon receiving personally from the informant at any 
time within three months from the date of the birth of any 
child or the finding of any living new-bom child information 
of the particulars required to be registered concerning the 
birth of such child (8), forthwith in tiie prescribed form and 
manner to register the birth and the said particulars (if not 
previously registered), without fee or reward from the in- 
formant, except that if, in pursuance of a written requisition, 
he registers the same at the residence of the person making 
such requisition or at the house in which the birth took place, 
he shall, unless the birth took place in a public institu- 
tion (9), be entitled to the appointed fee (10). 

Registry after Expiration of three Months from Birth, 

5. After the expiration of three months next after the 
birth of any child, a Registrar shall not register such birth, 
except as in this section provided ; that is to say, in case the 
birth of any child has not been registered in accordance with 
the Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 1836 to 1874, the 
Registrar may, after three and not later tiian twelve months 
next after the birth, by notice in writing, require any of the 
persons required by this Act (i i) to give information con- 
cerning the birth to attend personally at the District Register 
Office (12) within such time (not less than seven days after 
the receipt of the notice, and not more than twelve months 
after the date of the birth) as may be specified in the notice, 

(8) See s. 47, post, 

(9) See s. 48, post. By Art 208, No. 13, of the Consolidated Order 
of die Poor Law Commissioners, it is the duty of the Master of every 
Workhouse to cause the birth of every child bom in the Workhouse to 
be registered by the Registrar of Births and Deaths within the space of 
one week after such child shall have been bom ; and also to enter such 
birth in a register kept according to a particular form. See Glen's 
Poor Law Orders, 7th ed. p. 176. 

(10) See the second schedule to this Act and s. 27, post, 

(11) See the preceding ss. I, 2, 3, 4. 

(12) As to such office, see s. 26, post. 
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and make before the Superintendent Registrar a solemn de- 
claration, according to the best of the declarant's knowledge 
and belief, of the particulars required to be registered con- 
cerning the birth (13) and sign the register in the presence 
of the Registrar and Superintendent Registrar (14) ; and upon 
any of the said persons attending before a Registrar and 
Superintendent Registrar, whether in pursuance of a requisi- 
tion or not, and making such a declaration as aforesaid, and 
giving information concerning the birth, the Registrar shall 
5ien and there, in the presence of such Superintendent 
Registrar, register the birth according to the information of 
the declarant, and the Superintendent Registrar before whom 
the declaration is made shall, as well as the Registrar and 
Declarant, sign the entry of the birth. 

After the expiration of twelve months next after the birth 
of any child, that birth shall not be registered except with 
the written authority of the Registrar General for registering 
the same, and except in accordance with the prescribed 
rules (15), and the fact of such authority having been given 
shall be entered in the register. 

Every person who registers or causes to be registered the 
birth of any child in contravention of this section shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds (16). 

Registry of Birth out of the Sub-district in Case of RemavaL 

6. Any person required by this Act to give information 
concerning a birth (17), who removes before such birth is 
registered out of the sub-district in which such birth has 
taken place, may, within three months after such birth, give 
the information by making and signing in the presence of 
the Registrar of the sub-district in which he resides a decla- 
ration in writing of the particulars required to be registered 
concerning such birth ; and such Registrar on payment of 
the appointed fee (18) shall receive and attest the declara- 

(13) Sees. ^Ttpost, 

(14) Note that the Superintendent Registrar must also be present. 

(15) See s. 4fiy post, 

(16) To be recovered as in s. 45, post, 

(17) See the previous sections. 

(18) See the 2nd schedule to this Act, and s. 27, post. There is 
nothing in the section restricting the registration under it to children 
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tion and send the same to the Registrar of the sub-district 
in which the birth took place ; and the last-mentioned Re- 
gistrar shall, in the prescribed manner (19), enter the birth 
in the register ; and the entry so made shall be deemed, for 
the purposes of the Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 
1836 to 1874, to have been signed by the person who signed 
the declaration. 

A person making a declaration in pursuance of this section 
in the case of any birth shall be deemed to have complied 
with the provisions of this Act as to giving information con- 
cerning that birth (20), and with any requisition of the Re- 
gistrar made under this Act within the said three months to 
attend and give information concerning that birth. 

Solving for Father of Ill^UimaU Child, 

7. In the case of an illegitimate chDd no person shall,- as 
father of such child, be required to give information under 
this Act concerning the birth of such child, and the Regis- 
trar shall not enter in the register the name of any person as 
father of such child, unless at the joint request of the mother 
and of the person acknowledging himself to be the father of 
such child, and such person shall in such case sign the 
register, together with the mother (2 1). 

Registration of Name of Child or of Alteration of Name. 

8. When the birth of any child has been registered and 
the name, if any, by which it was registered is altered, or if 
it was registered without a name, when a name is given to 
it, the parent or guardian of such child, or other person pro- 
curing such name to be altered or given, may, within twelve 
months next after the registration of the birth, deliver to the 
Registrar or Superintendent Registrar such certificate as 
hereinafter mentioned (22), and the Registrar or Superin- 
tendent Registrar, upon the receipt of that certificate, and 

bom after the Act comes into force. See p. 13 of the prescribed rules 
of the Registrar General as to Registrars. 

(19) See s. 48, /^J/. 

(20) See ss. I, 2, 3, 4, S, ante, pp. 138—140. 

(21) See note (i) to s. i, ante, p. 138. 

(22) See the second paragraph of this section. 
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on payment of the appointed fee (23), shall, without any 
erasure of the original entry, forthwith enter in the register 
book the name mentioned in the certificate as having been 
given to the child, and having stated upon the certificate the 
fact of such entry having been made, shall forthwith send 
the certificate to the Registrar General, together with a 
certified copy of the entry of the birth with the name so 
added. 

The certificate shall be in the form given in the first 
schedule to this Act, or as near thereto as circumstances 
admit, and shall be signed by the minister or person who 
performed the rite of baptism upon which the name was 
given or altered, or, if the child is not baptized, shall be 
signed by the father, mother, or guardian of the child, or 
other person procuring the name of the child to be given or 
altered. 

Every minister or person who performs the rite of baptism 
shall deliver the certificate required by this section on 
demand, on pa3maent of a fee not exceeding one shilling. 

The provisions of this section shall apply with the pre- 
scribed modifications in the case of births at sea (24), of 
which a return is sent to the Registrar General of Births and 
Deaths in England. 

Registration of Deaths — Registry of Death and Cause of Death, 

9. The death of every person dying in England after the 
commencement of this Act (25), and the cause of such 
death, shall be registered by the Registrar in the manner 
directed by the Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 1836 
to 1874 (26). 



(23) See the second schedule to this Act and s. 27, post, 
<24) See s. 37, post, 

(25) «>., 1st January, 1875, see s. 50, post. 

(26) With regard to the registration of the deaths of lunatics in 
licensed houses or hospitals, it is enacted by the 8 & 9 Vict. c. 100, 
s. 55, "that in case of the death ofany patient in any licensed house or 
any hospital, a statement of the cause of the death of such patient, with 
the name of any person present at the death, shall be drawn up and 
signed by the medical attendant of such house or hospital, and a copy 
thereof, duly certified by the proprietor or superintendent of such house 
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Information concerning Death where Deceased dies in a House, 

10. When a person dies in a house after the commence- 
ment of this Act, it shall be the duty of the nearest rela- 

or hospital, shall by him be transmitted to ... . the Registrar ^f 
Deaths for the district .... within forty-eight hours after the death of 
such patient ; and every medical attendant, proprietor, or superinten- 
dent who shall neglect or omit to draw up, sign, certify, or transmit such 
statement as aforesaid, shall for every such neglect or omission forfeit 
and pay a sum not exceeding fifty pounds." 

With regard to the registration of the deaths of lunatics occurring in 
County Lunatic Asylums, it is provided as follows, by the 16 & 17 Vict, 
c. 97, s. 92 : — " In case of the death of any patient in any asylum, a 
notice and statement, according to the form in Schedule (F), No. 5, 
of the death and cause of the death of such patient, and the name of 
any person or persons who was or were present at the death, shall be 
drawn up and signed by the Clerk and Medical Officer of such Asylum, 
and a copy thereof shall be by the Clerk transmitted to the Registrar of 
Deaths for the district .... within forty-eight hours of the death of 
such patient .... and every Clerk or Medical Officer who neglects or 
omits to draw up, sign, or transmit such notice or statement as aforesaid, 
within the time aforesaid, shaU respectively forfeit and pay any sum not 
exceeding twenty pounds." 

The foUowing is the form of certificate referred to : — 

" I hereby give you notice, that , pauper {or a private) 

patient, admitted into this Asylum on the day of died 

there in the presence of , on the day of 

" Signed , Cierk of the Asylum:' 

'* I certify that the apparent cause of death of the said (as 

ascertained by post-mortem examination, if so) was • 

** Signed ^ Medical Officer of the Asylum^' 

By Art. 208, No. 17, of the Consolidated Order of the Poor Law' 
Commissioners, it is the duty of the Master of every Workhouse, when 
requisite, to cause the death of every pauper dying in the Workhouse to 
be duly registered by the Registrar of Births and Deaths within five 
days after the day of such death ; and also to enter such death in a 
Register kept according to a particular form. See Glen's Poor Law 
Orders, 7th ed. p. 180. 

By the Medical Practitioners Act, 21 & 22 Vict. c. 90, s. 45, "every 
Registrar of Deaths in the United Kingdom on receiving notice of the 
death of any medical practitioner shall forthwith transmit bv post to the 
Registrar of the General Coimcil and to the Registrar of the Branch 
Council a certificate under his own hand of such death, with the parti* 
culars of time and place of death, and may charge die cost of such 
certificate and transmission as an expense of his office, and on the re- 
ceipt of such certificate the Medical Registrar shall erase the name of 
sudi deceased Medical Practitioner from the Raster.*' 
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tives (27) of the deceased present at the death, or hi attend- 
ance dunng the last illness of the deceased, and in default 
of such rdatives, of every other relative of the deceased 
dwelling or being in the same sub-district as the d«'- 
ceased (28), and in default of such relatives, of each person 
present at the death, and of the occupier of the house in 
which, to his knowledge, the death took place, and in de- 
fault of the persons hereinbefore in this section mentioned, 
of each inmate of such house (29), and of the person causing 
the body of the deceased person to be buried, to give, to the 
best of his knowledge and behef, to the Registrar, within the 
five days next following the day of such death, information 
of the particulars required to be registered concerning such 
death (30), and in the presence of the Registrar to sign the 
register (31). 

Information concerning DecUk where Deceased dies not in a House, 

1 1. Where a person dies in a place which is not a house, 
or a dead body is found elsewhere than in a house, it shall 
be the duty of every relative of such deceased person having 
knowledge of any of the particulars required to be registered 
concerning the death (32), and in default of such relative, of 
every person present at the death, and of any person finding, 
and of any person taking charge of the body, and of the 
person causing the body to be buried, to give to the Regis- 
trar, within the five days next after the death or the finding, 
such information of the particulars required to be registered 
concerning the death as the informant possesses, and in the 
presence of the Registrar to sign the register (33). 



(27) This includes a ** relative " by marriage, see s. 48, post. 

(28) It may well be that the other relatives in the sub-district can 
give no information whatever in reg^ to the death ; they may even 
not have known the deceased either personally or by reputation. Note 
also that relatives in the plural are mentioned. 

(29) This seems to refer to each and every inmate. 

(30) See s. 47, post. 

(31) See s. 20, post^ as to certificates of cause of death. 

(32) See s. 47, post, 

(33) See ss. 39, 40, post^ as to penalties for non-compliance with this 
section. 
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Notice preliminary to InformaHon, 

12. If a person required to give informatioii concerning 
any death sends to the Registrar a written notice of the 
occurrence of the death, accompanied by such medical cer- 
tificate of the cause of the death as is required by this Act 
to be deUvered to a Registrar (34), the information of the 
particulars required by the Births and Deaths Registration 
Acts, 1836 to 1874, to be registered concerning the death, 
need not be given within the said five days, but shall, not« 
withstanding such notice, be given within fourteen days next 
after the day of the death by the person giving such notice, 
or some other person required by this Act to give the 
information. 

Requisition by Registrar of Information concerning Death'from qualified 

Informant, 

13. Wliere any death has from the default of the persons 
required to give information concerning it not been regis- 
tered, the Registrar may, at any time after the expiration of 
fourteen days, and within twelve months from the day of 
such death or from the finding of the dead body elsewhere 
than in a house, by notice in writing, require any person 
required by this Act to give information concerning such 
death (35) to attend personally at the Registrar's Office, or at 
any other place appointed by the Registrar within his sub- 
district, within such time (not less than seven days after the 
receipt of the notice, nor more than twelve months after the 
death or finding of the dead body) as may be specified in 
the notice, and to give the said information to the best of the 
informant's knowledge and belief, and to sign the register in 
the presence of the Registrar ; and it shall be the duty of 
such person, unless the death is registered before the expira- 
tion of the time specified in the requisition, to comply with 
the requisition {ifi). 



(34) See s. 20, post, 

(35) See ss. 10, 11, ante^ pp. 144, 145. 

(36) See s. 39, post^ with regard to the penalty for failure herein. 
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Duty of Registrar to regitter Deaths gratis, 

14. It shall be the duty of the Registrar to inform himself 
carefully of every death which happens within his sub-district, 
and upon receiving personally from the informant at any time 
within twelve months after the date of any death, or of the 
finding of any dead body, information of the particulars 
required to be registered (37) concerning the death from any 
person required by this Act to give the same (38), forthwith 
in the prescribed form and manner to register the death and. 
the said particulars (if not previously registered), without fee 
or reward from the informant, except thkt if, in pursuance of 
a written requisition, he registers tiie same at tiie residence 
of the person making such requisition, or at the house where 
the deceased died, he shall, unless the death took place-in a 
public institution (39), be entitled to the appointed fee (40). 

« 

Death not to be registered after twelve Months, 

15. After the expiration of twelve months next after any 
death, or after the finding of any dead body elsewhere than 
in a house, that death shall not be registered, except with the 
written authority of the Registrar General for registering the 
same, and except in accordance with the prescribed rules, 
and the fact of such authority having been given shall be 
entered in the register. 

Every person who registers or causes to be registered any 
death in contravention of this section shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

Furnishing of Infof:mation hy Coroner, 

16. Where an inquest is held on any dead body the jury 
shall inquire of the particulars required to be registered con- 
cerning the death (41), and the Coroner shall send to the 
Registrar, within five days after the finding of the Jury is 
given, a certificate under his hand, giving information con- 



(37) See s. 47, post. (39) See s. 48, pst, 

(38) See ss. 10, II, ante^ pp. 144, 145. (40) See Sch. 2^ post, 

(41) Sees. 1^1, post, 

L 2 
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ceming the death and specifying the finding of the Jury with 
respect to the said particulars, and to the cause of death, and 
specifying the time and place at which the inquest was held^ 
and the Registrar shall in the prescribed form and manner 
enter the death and particulars (42). If the death has been 
previously registered the said particulars shall be entered in 
the prescribed manner without any alteration of the original 
entry. 

Where an inquest is held on any dead body no person 
shall, with respect to such dead body or death, be liable to 
attend upon a requisition of a Registrar, or be subject to any 
penalty for failing ta give information in pursuance of any 
other provision of this Act (43). 

Burials — Coronet's Order and Registrar's Certificate for Burial, 

17. A Coroner, upon holding an inquest upon any body, 
may, if he thinks fit, by order under his hand authorize the 
body to be buried before registry of the death, and shall 
give such order to the relative of the deceased or other 
person who causes the body to be buried, or to the under- 
taker or other person having charge of the funeral ; and, 
except upon holding an inquest, no order, warrant, or other 
document for the burial of any body shall be given by the 
Coroner. 

The Registrar, upon registering any death (44), or upon 
receiving a written requisition to attend at a house to regis- 
ter a death (45), or upon receiving such written notice of the 
occurrence of a death (46), accompanied by a medical certi- 
ficate as is before provided by this Act (47), shall forthwith, 
or as sopn after as he is required, give, without fee or 
reward, either to the person giving information concerning 
the death or sending the requisition or notice, or to the 
undertaker or other person having charge of the funeral of 
the deceased, a certificate under his hand that he has regis- 
tered or received notice of the death, as the case may be. 

Every such order of the Coroner and certificate of the 

— ■ - -^- - 

(42) See s. 36 (4), post. (45) See s. 14, ante^ p. 147. 

(43) See ss. 10, II, ante, pp. 144, 145. (46) See s. 12, ante, p. 146. 

(44) See s. 10, ante, p. 144. (47) See s. 12, ante^ p. 146. 
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Registrar shall be delivered to the person who buries or per- 
forms any funeral or religious service for the burial of the 
body of the deceased ; and any person to whom such order 
or certificate Was given by the Coroner or Registrar who 
fails so to deliver or cause to be delivered the same shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding forty shillings. 

The person who buries or performs any funeral or religious 
service for the burial of any dead body, as to which no order 
or certificate under this section is delivered to him, shall, 
within seven days after the burial, give notice* thereof in 
writing to the Registrar, and if he fail so to do shall be liable 
to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

Burial of deceased Children as still-born, 

18. A person shall not wilfully bury or procure to be 
buried the body of any deceased child as if it were still- 
bom. 

A person who has control over or ordinarily buries bodies 
in any burial ground shall not permit to be buried in such 
burial ground the body of any deceased child as if it were 
still-bom, and shall not permit to be buried or bury in such 
burial-groimd any still-bom child before there is delivered to 
him either, — 

{a,) A written certificate that such child was not bom 
alive, signed by a registered medical practitioner 
who was in attendance at the birth or has examined 
the body of such child ; or 
(3.) A declaration signed by some person who would, if 
the child had been bom alive, have been required 
by this Act to give information concerning the 
birth (48), to the effect that no registered medical 
practitioner was present at the birth, or that his 
certificate cannot be obtained, and that the child 
was not bom alive ; or 
{c) If there has been an inquest, an order of the 
Coroner (49). 



(48) See ss. 1-7, anU, pp. 13S-142. 

(49) See ss. x6, 17, ante^ pp. 147, 148. 
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Any person who acts in contravention of this section shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds (50). 

Notice where Coffin contains more tJkan one Body. 

19. Where there is in the coffin in which any deceased 
person is brought for burial the body of any other deceased 
person, or the body of any still-bom child, the undertaker or 
other person who has charge of the funeral shall deliver to 
the person who buries or performs any funeral or religious 
service for the burial of such body or bodies notice in writing 
signed by such undertaker or other person, and stating to 
the best of his knowledge and belief with respect to each 
such body the following particulars : 

(a.) If the body is the body of a deceased person, the 
name, sex, and place of abode of the said deceased 
person : 

(6,y If the body has been found exposed, and the name 
and place of abode are unknown, the fact of the 
body having been so found and of the said parti- 
culars being unknown ; and 

(c.) If the body is that of a deceased child without a 
name, or a still-bom child, the name and place of 
abode of the father (51), or, if it is illegitimate, of 
the mother of such child. 

Every person who fails to comply with this section shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

Certificates of Cause of Death — Regutaiions as to Certificates of Cause 

of Death. 

20. With respect to certificates of the cause of death, the 
following provisions shall have effect : 

(i.) The Registrar General shall from time to time furnish 
to every Registrar printed forms of certificates of 
cause of death by registered medical practitioners, 
and every Registrar shall furnish such forms gratis 



, (50) See also s. 40, post. 

(51) If the father be abroad and hare no residence in England, his 
foreign residence should be stated. 
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to any registered medical practitioner residing or 
practising in such Registrars sub-district (52) ; 
(2.) In case of the death of any person who has been 
attended during his last illness by a registered 
medical practitioner, that practitioner shall sign 
and give to some person required by this Act 
to give information concerning the death (53), a 
certificate stating to the best of his knowledge 
and belief the cause of death, and such person 
shall, upon giving information concerning the 
death, or giving notice of the death, deliver that 
certificate to the Registrar, and the cause of death 
as stated in that certificate shall be entered in the 
register, together with the name of the certifying 
medical practitioner ; 
(3.) Where an inquest is held on the body of any deceased 
person a medical certificate of the cause of death 
need not be given to the Registrar, but the certifi- 
cate of the finding of the Jury furnished by the 
Coroner shall be sufficient. 
If any person to whom a medical certificate is given by a 
registered medical practitioner in pursuance of this section 
fails to deliver that certificate to the Registrar, he shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding forty shillings. 

Superintefident Registrars and Registrars^-Alteration of Registrar^ 

Districts^ 

21. The Registrar General, with the sanction of the Local 
Government Board, may from time to time, if it seem to 
them fit, alter the districts of Registrars by the alteration of 
the boundaries of districts, by the formation of new districts, 
or by the union of districts, and may take or cause to be 
taken all measures which seem to them to be necessary for 
carrying such alteration into effect, and such alteration shall 
be made and measures taken accordingly. 

(52) See 21 & 22 Vict c 90, s. 37, as to registry of medical prac- 
titioners, and ss. 10-13, ante^ pp. 144-146, as to giving information. 

(53) The Registrar General has since this Act prescribed a new form 
of Medical Certificate of Death, which is gratuitously supplied in books 
to medical practitioners. 
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Where any Superintendent Registrar or Registrar is de- 
prived of his office or part of his emolument by such altera- 
tion, formation, or union, or by the operation of any Act 
now in force, compensation may be awarded to him by the 
like authorities and in the like manner as compensation may 
be awarded under the Acts relating to the relief of the poor 
to any officer of a union who is deprived of his office by 
reason of a union being dissolved or sdtered, and the persons 
by whom and funds from which such compensation is to be 
paid shall be determined in like manner (54). 

Every change in the district of a Registrar shall be pub- 
lished by advertisement or otherwise as the Local Govern- 
ment Board direct as being in their opinion best calculated 
for giving information to sdl persons in the district 

Every district of a Registrar, whether formed before or 
after the commencement of this Act, shall be termed a sub- 
district 

Extension of^ Wm, 46'! Vict, c, 22, ss. 10, ii, to all Unions. 

22. Sections ten and eleven of 'The Births and Deaths 
Registration Act, 1837,' which relate to uniting any two or 
more unions, parishes, or places, or any two or more Super- 
intendent Registrars' districts into one Superintendent Regis- 
trar's district, and to dividing a union, parish, or place, or a 
Superintendent Registrar's district into two or more Super- 
intendent Registrars' districts, shall apply to a union with 
guardians acting under a Local Act, and to a temporary 
Superintendent Registrar's district in like manner as it applies 
to a union with guardians acting under ' The Poor Law 
Amendment Act, 1834,' and to a Superintendent R^strai's 
district which is not temporary (55). 

■ ■ ■ ' ' » " ■ I.I. 

(54) See 30 & 31 Vict c 106, & 20, and 31 & 32 Vict c. 122, s. 15. 

By the former it is enacted that, if any person shall by means of the 
dissolution of a union be deprived of any office or employment the Local 
Government Board may, according to their judgment, award a compen- 
sation to be paid to such person, either in a sum certain or by way of 
annuity, and shall direct the same to be paid out of the poor rate of the 
parish or parishes for which such person was acting at the time of the 
dissolution, in such manner and according to such proportions as to the 
said Board shall appear equitable. 

(55) Sect. 22 of this Act having placed temporary registration dis- 



37 & 38 VICT. CAP. 88. 153 

Prosecution by Superintendent Registrar, 

23. It shall be lawful for any Superintendent Registrar, 
subject to the prescribed rules, to prosecute any person 
guilty of any offence under the Births and Deaths Registra- 
tion Acts, 1836 to 1874, committed within the district of 
such Superintendent Registrar ; and the costs incurred by 
the Superintendent Registrar in such prosecution, which are 
not otherwise by law provided for, shdl be defrayed out of 
moneys to be provided by Parliament 

Appmntment of Deputy by Superintendent Registrar and Registrar. 

24. Every Superintendent Registrar shall from time to 
time, by writing under his hand, appoint, with the approval 
of the Registrar General, a fit person to act as his deputy in 
case of lus illness or unavoidable absence, or in any pre- 
scribed case (56) ; and every such deputy while so acting 
shall have all the powers and fulfil all the duties and be 
subject to all the obligations by the Births and Deaths 
Registration Acts, 1836 to 1874, or any of them, given 
to or imposed on tiie Superintendent Registrar, whose deputy 
he is. 

Such deputy shall hold his office during the pleasure of the 
Superintendent Registrar by whom he is appointed, but shall 
be removable from his office by the Registrar General. 

Every Superintendent Registrar shall be civilly responsible 
for the acts or omissions of his deputy. 

The provisions of this section shall apply to Registrars in 
like manjier as if it were enacted with the word Registrar 
substituted for Superintendent Registrar (57). 



tricts upon the same footing with respect to annexation and division as 
those which were not temporary, the Registrar General, with the 
approval of the Local Government Board, may exercise all or any of 
the powers in relation to the former Districts which are conferred by 
ss. 10 & II of 7 Wm. 4 & I Vict. c. 22. 

(56) Under s. 16 of I Vict. c. 22, the appointment of a Deputy- 
Superintendent Registrar was permissive only. That section is repealed 
by the present Act, and the appointment of a Deputy shall now be 
made in every case. 

(57) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 7, anie^ p. 3. 
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Interim Registrars, 

25. If any Superintendent Registrar dies, resigns, or other- 
wise ceases to hold his office, his deputy shall be interim 
Superintendent Registrar. 

Every interim Superintendent Registrar shall act as Super- 
intendent Registrar and have all the powers and perform all 
the duties and be subject to all the obligations of a Superin- 
tendent Registrar until another is duly appointed (58). 

The provisions of this section shall apply to a Registrar in 
like manner as if it were enacted with the substitution of the 
word Registrar for Superintendent Registrar. 

If a Registrar for any sub-district dies, resigns, or otherwise 
ceases to hold his office, and there is no interim Registrar, 
then the Superintendent Registrar shall, when so required by 
the Registrar General, appoint an interim Registrar for such 
sub-district (59). 

Residence, Office, and Station of Re^trar and Deputy Registrar in 

Sub-district, 

26. Every Registrar and Deputy Registrar shall either 
dwell in or have a known office within the sub-district of 
which he is Registrar or Deputy Registrar (60). 

Every Registrar shall, if so. directed by the Registrar 
General, appoint within or contiguous to his sub-district a 
station or stations as may be directed by the Registrar 
General (61). Every such station shall, for the purposes of 
the provisions of this Act with respect to the attendance of 
persons and registration of Births and Deaths at the office of 
the Registrar, be deemed to be his office (62). 



(58) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 7, ante, p. 3, as to the appointment of 
the Superintendent Registrar and also i Vict. c. 22, s. 14, as to the ap- 
pointment lapsing to the Registrar General. 

(59) See I Vict. c. 22, s. 14, as to the appointment of R^strars 
lapsing to the Registrar GeneraL 

(60) As to the qualifications of a Registrar see 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c 86, 
s. 7, anU, p. 3. 

(61) At the Registrar's own expense apparently, for no provision 
appears to be made otherwise. 

(62) See ss. 2, 5, ante, pp. 139, 140. 
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Every Registrar and Deputy Registrar shall attend at his 
dwelling-house or office and at each such station, on the days 
and at the hours approved by the Registrar General, for the 
purpose of registering Births and Deaths. 

Every Registrar shall cause to be placed in some con- 
spicuous place on or near the outer door of the dwelling- 
house or office which he has within his sub-district his name, 
with the addition of Registrar for the sub-district for which 
he is Registrar, and the hours of his attendance as approved 
by the Registrar General ; and a list of such Registrars in 
any union, with their residences, shall be kept at the work- 
house of such union, and at each police station within such 
union. 

Fees of Superintendent Registrars and Registrars, 

27. Every Superintendent Registrar and Registrar re- 
spectively shall be entitled to the fees specified in the second 
schedule to this Act, and every such fee shall be paid to him 
by the persons and on the occasions pointed out in such 
schedule, and may be recovered (63) as a debt due to him, 
and subject to the prescribed rules he may refuse to comply 
with any application voluntarily made to him until the fee is 
paid. 

Returns of Registrars to Sanitary Authorities, 

28. Every Registrar, when and as required by a sanitary 
authority, as defined by the Bublic Health Act, 1872 (64), 
shall transmit by post or otherwise a return, certified under 
the hand of such Registrar to be a true return, of such of 



(63) The proceedings for recovery will be in the County Court. 

(64) By s. 60 of the Act referred to, 35 & 36 Vict. c. 79, the term 
** sanitary authority " means " urban and rural sanitary authority." An 
urban authority is in a municipal borough the Town Council of the 
Borough, in an improvement sub-district the Improvement Commis- 
sioners, and in a Local Board district the Local Board. A rural sani- 
tary authority is the Board of Guardians of the union. This section 
therefore does not apply to the metropolis. It seems that any sanitary 
authority may require every Registrar, no matter where, to make the 
return. 



IS6 REGISTRATION LAWS. — (AMENDMENT'ACT, 1 874.) 

the particulars registered by him concerning any death 
as may be specified in the requisition of the sanitary 
authority. 

The sanitary authority may supply a form of the pre- 
scribed character, for the purpose of iht return, and in that 
case the return shall be made in the form so supplied. 

The Registrar making such return shall be entitled to a fee 
of twopence, and to a fiirtherfee of twopence for every death 
entered in such return, which fee shall be paid by the autho^ 
rity requiring the return. 

Certificates of Birth for Purposes of School Boards and of Public 

Elementary Schools. 

29. Where the age of any child is required to be ascer- 
tained or proved for any purpose connected with the elemen- 
tary education, or employment in labour of such child, any 
School Board or any managers appointed by a School Board, 
or any persons managing a pubhc elementajy school, or any 
of Her Majesty's inspectors of schools, may issue a written 
requisition in die prescribed form, and stating the prescribed 
particulars as to the child (65). 

The person to whom such requisition is given shall, on de- 
livery thereof and payment of a fee of one shilling, be entitled 
to obtain a certified copy under the hand of the Registrar or 
Superintendent Registrar of the entry in the register of the 
birth of the child named in the requisition (66). 

Certificate of Birth having been registered, 

30. A Registrar shall, upon deitiand made at the time of 
registering any birth by the person giving the information 
concerning the birth, and upon payment of a fee not ex- 
ceeding threepence, give to such person a certificate under 



(65) See 36 & 37 Vict. c. 86, s. 3, and Mr. Hugh Owen's edition of 
the Elementary Education Acts, puolished by Messrs. Knight and Co. 
Also the provisions of the Factoiy Acts as to the employment of chil- 
dren, and the Agricultural Children Act, 1873, 36 & 37 Vict, c 67. 

(66) Quare^ does this include the ** search," see the last paragraph 
but one of Sch. 2, post^ p. 173. 
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his hand, in the prescribed form, of having registered that 
birth (67). 

Remuneration of Registrars, 

31. The pa3rment of the Registrar under section twenty- 
nine of the principal Act of two shillings and sixpence for 
each of the first twenty entries of Births and Deaths in every 
year which he has registered shall be paid to him for each of 
the first twenty entries of Births and Deaths in each quarterly 
account made out and verified in manner directed by that 
Act (68). 

Supply of Forms and making of Indexes, 

32. The Registrar General shall supply to every Super- 
intendent Registrar suitable forms wherein to make indexes 
of the register books in his office, and such Superintendent 
Registrar shall cause such indexes to be made and to be kept 
with the other records of his office. 

All such indexes, whether made before or after the com- 
mencement of this Act, shall be kept by the Superintendent 
Registrar with the records of his office, and shall be delivered 
with the same to his successor in office, as directed by the 
principal Act (69). 

Every person ^hall be entitled at all reasonable hours to 
search the said indexes, and to have a certified copy of any 
entry or entries in the said register books under the hand of 
the Superintendent Registrar on payment in each case of the 
appointed fee (70). 

Providing of Register Offices and Fireproof Repositories — ^4 dr* 5 Wm, 4, 

c, 76. 

33. The guardians of any union acting under a Local Act 
shall be subject to the same obligation of providing and up- 
holding register offices as guardians of a union actiog undei 



(67) See s. I, et seqq,y ante^ p. 138. 

(68) As in s. 29 is mentioned. 

\bg) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 15, ante^ p. 10. 
(70) See Sch. 2tpost, p. 173. 
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the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834, are subject to under 
section nine of the principal Act (71). 

Every register office of a district formed before or after the 
commencement of this Act shall be provided by the guardians, 
at the expense of their common fund (72), with a suitable 
fireproof repository or iron boxes for the safe custody of the 
registers, made according to the plan and placed in the office 
approved by the Registrar General (73). 

Until a register office, as approved by the Registrar 
General, is provided by the guardians in any Superintendent 
Registrar's district, the Superintendent Registrar shall appro- 
priate some fit room, to be approved by the Registrar 
General, as a temporary register office. Such guardians 
shall pay a reasonable rent for the said room out of their 
common fund to the Superintendent Registrar (73). 

Each of united Unions to contribute to Expense 0/ Registration Office. 

34. Where any union, parish, or place is united to any 
other union, parish, or place under section ten of the Births 
and Deaths Registration Act, 1837, as amended by this 
Act (74), the guardians acting for each union, parish, or 
place so united as aforesaid shall contribute to the expense 
of providing and upholding a register office (75) in propor- 
tion to the population of each such union, parish, or place, 
as ascertained by the last published census for the time 
being. 

Penalty for Omission to register or Loss of Registers. 

35. Every Registrar who refuses or without reasonable 
cause omits to register any Birth or Death or particulars 
concerning which information has been tendered to him by 
an informant, and which he ought to register, and every 
person having the custody of any register book of Births and 
Deaths who carelessly*loses or injures or allows the injury 



(71) See I Vict. 

(72) See 28 & 2 

(73) See 6 & ^ ' 

(74) See s. 21 

(75) See 6 & 
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of the same, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty 
pounds. 

Correction of Errors — Correction of Errors in Registers, 

36, With regard to the correction of errors in registers of 
Births and Deaths, it shall be enacted as follows : 

(i.) No alteration in any such register shall be made 
except as authorized by this Act : 

(2.) Any clerical error which may from time to time be 
discovered in any such register may be corrected 
by any person authorized in that behalf by the 
Registrar General, subject to the prescribed rules : 

(3.) An error of fact or substance in any such register may 
be corrected by entry in the margin (without any 
alteration of the original entry) by the officer 
having the custody of the register, upon pa)nment 
of the appointed fee (76) and upon production to 
him by the person requiring such error to be cor- 
rected of a statutory declaration setting forth the 
nature of the error and the true facts of the case, 
and made by two persons required by this Act 
to give information concerning the Birth or Death 
with reference to which the error has been made, 
or in default of such persons then by two 
credible persons having knowledge of the truth of 
the case : 

(4.) \Vhere an error of fact or substance (other than an 
error relating to the cause of death) occurs in the 
information given by a coroner's certificate con- 
cerning a dead body upon which he has held an 
inquest (77) the coroner, if satisfied by evidence on 
oath or statutory declaration that such error exists, 
may certify under his hand to the officer having the 
custody of the register in which such information 
is entered the nature of the error and the true facts 
of the case as ascertained by him on such evidence, 
and the error may thereupon be corrected by such 



(76) See Sch. 2, post, (^^) See s. i6, ante, p. 147. 
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officer in the register by entering in the margin 
without any alteration of the original entiy) die 
facts as so certified by the coroner. 

Registration of Births and Deaths at Sea. 

37. The provisions of this Act, save as is herein expressly 
provided, shall not apply to the registration of Births and 
Deaths on board a vessel at sea, with respect to which the 
following provisions shall have effect : 

(i.) The captain or master of or other person having the 
command or charge of a British ship shall, as soon 
as may be after the occurrence of the birth of a 
child or the death of a person on board such ship, 
record in his log book or otherwise the fact of such 
birth or death, and the particulars required by the 
fourth schedule to this Act to be registered con- 
cerning such Birth or Death, or such of them as 
may be known to him, and shall (unless the ship 
is one of Her Majesty's ships) (78), upon the 
arrival of such ship at any port of the United 
Kingdom, or at such other time or place as the 
Board of Trade may from time to time with res- 
pect to any ship or class of ships direct, deliver or 
send, in such form and manner as the Board of 
Trade may from time to time direct, a return of the 
facts so recorded to the Registrar General of 
Shipping and Seamen. 
(2.) Where a ship which is not a British ship carries pas- 
sengers to pr from any port of the United 
Kingdom as the port of destination or the port 
of departure of such ship, the provisions of this 
section shall apply to the captain or master of or 
other person having the command or charge of 
such ship, in like manner as if it were a British 
ship. ^ 

(3.) Where the said return is directed by the Board of 
Trade (whether the ship is British or foreign) to be 



(78) See sub-section (6), p. 161. 
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delivered upon the arrival of the ship, or the dis- 
charge of the crew, or otherwise, at any port or 
place out of the United Kingdom, the Board of 
Trade may, if they think fit, direct that the return, 
instead of being delivered to the Registrar General 
of Shipping and Seamen, shall be delivered, and the 
same shall accordingly be delivered, if such port 
or place is within Her Majesty's dominions, to the 
shipping master or collector of customs at such 
port or place, and if it is a foreign port or plage, to 
the principal British consular officer at the said 
foreign port or place, and such shipping master, 
collector, or officer shall send the same, as soon as 
may be, by post or otherwise, to the Registrar 
General of Shipping and Seamen. 

(4.) Where it appears from any such return that the 
father of any child so bom, or if the child is a 
bastard the mother of such child, was a Scotch or 
Irish subject of Her Majesty (79), or that any 
person whose death is mentioned in such return 
was a Scotch or Irish subject of Her Majesty, the 
Registrar General of Shipping and Seamen shall 
from time to time send a certified copy of so much 
of the return as relates to such birth or death to 
the Registrar General of Births and Deaths in 
Scotland or Ireland, as the case may require. 

(5.) The Registrar General of Shipping and Seamen shall 
from time to time send to the Registrar General of 
Births and Deaths in England a certified copy of 
every other such return, or of that part of every 
such 'return which is not so sent to the Registrar 
General of Births and Deaths in Scotland or Ire- 
land. 

(6.) A captain of or other person having charge of one of 

(79) Note the expression " Scotch or, Irish subject." Qucere^ does it 
mean a subject of Her Majesty whose domicile is Scotland or Ireland, 
or does it mean a subject of Her Majesty who was bom in either of 
those parts ©f the United Kingdom however long he may have resided 
elsewhere? ** Nationjdity and last place of abode" are mentioned in 
the particulars to be registered in the Fourth Schedule, post 

M 
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Her Majesty's ships shall, upon the arrival of any 
such ship in any port of the United Kingdom, or 
at such other time as the Commissioners of the 
Admiralty may from time to time durect, deliver or 
send, in such manner and form as the said Com- 
missioners may from time to time direct, a return 
of the facts recorded in pursuance of this section 
to that Registrar General of Births and Deaths to 
whom a copy of such return would, if the ship 
were a merchant ship, be sent under the provisions 
of this section by the Registrar General of Ship- 
ping and Seamen. 

(7.) Every Registrar General of Births and Deaths to 
whom a copy of any return or a return is sent in 
pursuance of this section shall cause the same to 
be filed and preserved in or copied in a book to 
be kept by him for the purpose, and to be called a 
marine register book, and such book shall be 
deemed to be a certified cppy of a register book 
within the meaning of the Acts relating to the 
. registration of births and deaths in England (80), 
Scotland (81), and Ireland (82) respectively. 

(8.) Every captain or master of or other person having 
charge of a ship who fails to comply with this sec- 
tion shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five 
pounds for each offence ; and such penalty may be 
recovered in the same courts and places and in the 
like manner, and when recovered shall be applied 
*in like manner, as a penalty under the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1854 (83). 



(80) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 32, ante, p. 14. 

(81) See 17 & 18 Vict. c. 80. 

(82) See 26 & 27 Vict. c. 1 1. 

(83) By the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, 17 & 18 Vict c 104, 
s. 518 (3), penalties shall in England and Ireland be recovered by 
summary proceedings before any two or more justices, as to England 
under the ii & 12 Vict. c. 43, as to Ireland under 14 & 15 Vict. c. 93 ; 
and by s. 524, the justice or magistrate imposing the penalty may if he 
thinks fit direct the whole or any part thereof to be applied in compen- 
fating any person for any wrong or damage which he may have sustained 
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(9.) This section shall extend, to all places and persons 
within British jurisdiction. 
(10.) Terms in this section shall have the same meaning as 
in the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854 (84). 



by the Act or default in respect of which such penalty is imposed, or to 
be applied in or towards payment of the expenses of the proceedings ; 
and subject thereto all penalties recovered in the United Kingdom shall 
be paid into the receipt of Her Majesty's Exchequer in such manner as 
the Treasury may direct. 

In Scotland, by s. 531 of this Act, penalties are to be recovered at 
the instance of the Procurator Fiscal of the Court, or at the instance of 
any party aggrieved, with concurrence of the Procurator Fiscal of the 
Court, and the Court may, if it think fit, order payment by the offender 
or defender of the costs of the prosecution or action. 

(84) By s. 2 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, the following terms 
shall have the respective meanings hereinafter assigned to them ; that is 
to say, — 

" Her Majesty's Dominions" shall mean Her Majesty's dominions 
strictly so called, and all territories under the government of the East 
India Company, now Secretary of State for India, 21 & 22 Vict c. 106, 
and all other territories (if any) governed by any charter or licence from 
the Crown or Parliament of the United Kingdom ; 

" The United Kingdom " shall mean Great Britain and Ireland. 

"The Treasury" shall mean the Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Treasury ; 

'* The Admiralty " shall mean the Lord High Admiral or the Com- 
missioners for executing his office ; 

"The Board of Trade " shall mean the Lords of the Committer of 
Privy Council appointed for the consideration of matters relating to 
trade and foreign plantations ; 

• " Consular Officer " shall include Consul General, Consul and Vice- 
Consul, and any person lor the time being discharging the duties of 
Consul General, Consul, or Vice-Consul ; 

" Master " shall include every person (except a pilot) having com- 
mand or charge of any ship ; 

** Person " shall include body corporate ; 

" Ship " shall include every description of vessel used in navigation 
not propelled by oars ; 

** Foreign-going ship " shall include every ship employed in trading 
or going between some place or places in the United Kingdom and 
some pkice or places situate beyond the following limits ; that is to 
say, the coasts of the United Kingdom, the Islands of Guernsey ^ Jersey^ 
Sarkf Alderney^ and Man^ and Uie continent of Europe between the 
River Elbe and Brest inclusive. 



M 2 
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Miscellaneous — Register when not Evidence. 

38. An entry or certified copy of an entry of a birth or 
death in a register under the Births and Deaths Registration 
Acts, 1836 to 1874, or in a certified copy of such a re- 
gister (85), shall not be evidence of such birth or death, 
unless such entry either purports to be signed by some 
person professing to be the informant and to be such a per- 
son as is required by law at the date of such entry to give to 
the registrar information concerning such birth or death (86), 
or purports to be made upon a certificate from a coroner (87), 
or in pursuance of the provisions of this Act with respect to 
the registration of births and deaths at sea (88). 

When more than three months have intervened between 
the day of the birth and the day of the registration of the 
birth of any child (89), the entry or certified copy of the 
entry made after the commencement of this Act of the birth 
of such child in a register under the Births and Deaths 
Registration Acts, 1836 to 1874, or in a certified copy of 
such a register, shall not be evidence of such birth, unless 
such entry purports, 

(a.) if it appear that not more than twelve months have 

so intervened, to be signed by the Superintendent 

Registrar as well as by the Registrar ; or, 

{b.) if more than twelve months have so intervened, to 

have been made with the authority of the Registrar 

General, and in accordance with the prescribed 

rules. 

Where more than twelve months have intervened between 

the day of a death or the finding of a dead body and the 

day of the registration of the death or the finding of such 

body (90), the entry or certified copy of the entry made 

after the commencement of this Act of the death in a 

register under the Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 1836 

to 1874, or in a certified copy of such register, shall not be 



(85) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, ss. 35, 37, ante, pp. 16, 18. 

(86) See ss. 1-8, ante, pp. 138-142. 

(87) See s. 16, ante p. 147. (89) See s. 5, ante, p. 140. 

(88) See s. 37, (.^te, p. 160. (90) See s. 15, ante, p. 147. 
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evidence of such death, unless such entry purports to have 
been made with the authority of the Registrar General, and 
in accordance with the prescribed rules. 

Penalty fornot giving Information^ complying with Requisition ^ &*c. 

39. Every person required by the Births and Deaths 
Registration Acts, 1836 to 1874, to give information con- 
cerning any birth (91) or death (92), or any living new-born 
child (93), or any dead body (94), who wilfully refuses . to 
answer any question put to him by the Registrar relating to 
the particulars required to be registered concerning such 
birth or death, or fails to comply with any requisition of the 
Registrar made in pursuance of those Acts, and every person 
who refuses or fails without reasonable excuse to give or 
send any certificate in accordance with the provisions of the 
said Acts (95), shall be hable to a penalty not exceeding 
forty shillings for each offence ; and the parent of any child 
who fails to give information concerning the birth of such 
child, as required by the said Acts (96) shall be Hable to 
a like penalty ; and a person required by the said Acts 
to give information concerning a death in the first in- 
stancy (97), and not merely in default of some other person, 
shall, if such information as is required by the said Acts is 
not duly given, be liable to the same penalty. 

Penalty for false Statements^ 6v. 

40. Any person who commits any of the following 
offences ; that is to say, 

(i.) Wilfully makes any false answer to any question put 
to him by a Registrar relating to the particulars 
required to be registered concerning any birth or 
death, or wilfully gives to a Registrar any false 

(91) See ss. I, 2, 3, 4, ante, pp. 138-140, 

(92) See ss. 10, II, ante, pp. 144, 145. 

(93) See s. 3, ante, p. 139. 

(94) See s7 II, ante, p. 145. 

(95) See s. 20, (2.), (3.), ante, p. 151. 

(96) See ss. I, 2, ante, pp. 138, 139. 

(97) See ss. 10, II, ante^ pp. 144-145. 
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information concerning any birth or death, or the 
cause of any death ; or, 
(2.) Wilfully makes any false certificate or declaration 
under or for the purposes of this Act, or forges or 
falsifies any such certificate or declaration, or any 
order under this Act, or, knowing any such certifi- 
cate, declaration, or order to be false or forged, 
uses the same as true, or gives or sends the same 
as true to any person ; or, 
(3.) Wilfully makes, gives, or uses any false statement or 
representation as to a child bom alive having been 
still-bom, or as to the body of a deceased person 
or a still-bom child in any coffin, or falsely pre- 
tends that any child bom alive was still-bom (98) ; 
or, 
(4.) Makes any false statement with intent to have the 
same entered in any register of births or deaths ; 
shall for each offence be liable on summary conviction to a 
penalty not exceeding ten pounds, and on conviction on 
indictment to fine or to imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for a term not exceeding two years, or to penal ser- 
vitude for 3- term not exceeding seven years. 

Sending Certificates^ <Sr*r., by Post, 

41. All notices, informations, declarations, certificates, 
requisitions, returns, and other documents required or autho- 
rized by this Act to be delivered, sent, or given to the Re- 
gistrar General, a Superintendent Registrar, or a Registrar, 
or by a Registrar to a person who is required to give infor- 
mation concerning any birth or death, or who gives notice 
of any death, may be sent by post in a prepaid letter, and 
the date at which they would be delivered to the person to 
whom they are sent in the ordinary course of post shall be 
deemed to be the date at which they are received ; and in 
proving such sending, it shall be sufficient to prove that the 
letter was prepaid, properly addressed, and put into the 
post. • 

(98) See s. 18, ante, p. 149. 
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Explanation of 6 &* ^ Wm, 4, r. 86, ss, 36 (99), 37. 

42. In the principal Act (100) and this Act, — 

The term "general search" (10 1) shall mean a search 
during any number of successive hours not exceeding 
six, without stating the object of the search ; and 

The term " particular search " (102) shall mean a search 
over any period not exceeding five years for any given 
entry. 

Use of Forms. 

43. The forms in the first schedule to this Act, or forms 
as nearly resembling the same as circumstances admit, shall 
be used in all cases in which they are applicable, and when 
so used shall be valid in law. 

Power of Local Government Board and Registrar General to alter Forms 
in Schedules under 6 6* 7 Wm, 4, c, 86, and make Regulations, 

44. It shall be lawfiil for the Local Government Board or 
the Registrar General, with the consent of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, by order to alter from time to time all or any 
of the forms contained in the schedules" to the principal 
Act (103) and this Act, or in any order under this section, in 
such manner as may appear to them best for carrying into 
effect the Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 1836 to 
1874, or to prescribe new forms for that purpose, and from 
time to time to make regulations for prescribing any matters 
authorized by this. Act to be prescribed, and to revoke and 
alter such regulations. 

Any order made in pursuance of this section shall be pub- 
lished in the London Gazette^ and shall be laid before both 
Houses of Parliament, if Parliament is sitting, within fourteen 
days after the issue of the same, or if Parliament is not then 

(99) •Sir, but s. 36 is repealed ; see Sch. 5, post, 

(100) See s. 52, post^ p. 176. 

(loi) See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 37, ante^ p. 18, and Sch. 2^ posty 

p. 173- 

(102) See ib,. 

(103) See Schs. (A), (6), (C), and (D), ante, pp. 27-30, and I and 4, 
post, pp. 172, 174. 
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sitting, within fourteen days after the commencement of the 
then next session. 

Every form when altered in pursuance of this section shall 
have the same effect as if it had been contained in a schedule 
to the principal Act or this Act, as the case may be, and 
every regulation made in pursuance of this section shall, 
while in force, have the same effect as if it were enacted in 
this Act 

Recovery of Penalties. 

45. All fines and forfeitures imposed by the principal Act 
and all penalties imposed by this Act may, unless otherwise 
directed, be recovered on summary conviction before two 
Justices in manner directed by the Summary Jurisdiction 
Acts (104), and when so recovered shall be paid into the 
receipt of Her Majesty's Exchequer in such manner as the 
Treasury may from time to time direct, and -be carried to 
the Consolidated Fund. 

Where the Court of Summary Jurisdiction before whom a 
person is charged summarily with an offence under this Act, 
which is also punishable on indictment, think that proceed* 
ings ought to be taken against such person by indictment, 
they may adjourn the case to enable such proceedings to be 
taken. 

Time for Prosecution of Offence, 

46. A prosecution on indictment for an offence under this 
Act shall be commenced within three years after the com- 
mission of such offence. 

Particulars required to be registered concerning Birth or Death, 

47. The particulars required to be registered concerning 
a birth or death shall be the particulars specified in the 
forms in Schedules (A) and (B) respectively to the principal 
Act, as amended by the Births and Deaths Registration 
Act, 1837, and by this Act, or as altered in pursuance of 
this Act 

(104) i.e.y II & 12 Vict. c. 43, see s. 47, infra^ and Glen's Jervis's 
Acts, 3rd edition. 
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Interpretation, 

48. In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context, — 

The term "pubUc institution" means a prison, lock- 
up (105), workhouse (106), lunatic asylum, hospital, and 
any prescribed (107) public or charitable institution : 

The term " house " includes a public institution as above 
defined : 

The term "occupier" includes the governor, keeper, 
master, matron, superintendent, or other chief resident 
officer of every public institution, and where a house is 
let in separate apartments or lodgings includes any 
person residing in such house who is the person under 
whom such lodgings or separate apartments are imme- 
diately held, or his agent : 

The term " relative " includes a relative by marriage ; 

The term " prescribed " means prescribed by regulations 
made from time to time in pursuance of section five of 
the principal Act or of this Act : 

The term " appointed fee " means the fee specified in the 
second Schedule to this Act : 

The term " guardians " includes any body of persons per- 
forming the functions of guardians within the meaning 
of the Acts relating to the relief of the poor (108) : 

The term " union " means any union or incorporation of 
parishes under any general or local Act, and includes 
any single parish having guardians under any such 
Act : • 

The term " common fund" means, in the case 'of a single 
parish, the fund out of which the expenses of the guar- 
dians of such parish are paid : 

The term " Summary Jurisdiction Acts " means the Act 
of the session of the eleventh and twelfth years of the 



(105) See 3 & 4 Vict. c. 88, S. 12, and 11 & 12 Vict. c. loi, s. i. " 

(106) This would include an infirmary attached to a workhouse or a 
building in which such poor are separately placed by the Guardians and 
is managed as a workhouse. 

(107) See infra as to the term "prescribed." 

(108) See 4 & 5 Wm. 4, c. 76, s. 109, in Glen's Poor Law Statutes, 
vol. i. p. 606. 
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reign of Her present Majesty, chapter forty-three, inti- 
tuled *An Act to facilitate the performance of the 
duties of justices of the peace out of sessions within 
" England and Wales with respect to summary convic- 
tions and orders,' and any Acts amending the same : 
The term "court of summary jurisdiction" means any 
justice or justices of the peace, metropolitan police 
magistrate, stipendiary or other magistrate, or officer, 
by whatever name called, to whom jurisdiction is given 
by the Summary Jurisdiction Acts (109), or any Acts 
referred to. 

DefinUion of Registrar and Superintendent Registrar, 

49. Where reference is made in this Act to a Registrar or 
Superintendent Registrar in connection with any birth or 
death or other event, or any register, such reference shall 
(unless the contrary be expressed) be deemed to be made to 
the Registrar who is the Registrar for the sub-district in 
which such birth or death or other event took place, or who 
keeps the register in which the birth or death or other event 
is or is required to be registered, or who keeps the register 
referred to, and to the Superintendent Registrar who super- 
intends such Registrar as aforesaid. 

Commencement, 

50. This Act shall not come into operation until the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
five, which day is referred to in this Act as the commence- 
ment of this Act 

Extent of Act, 

51. This Act, save as is herein otherwise expressly pro- 
vided shall extend only to England and Wales. 

Construction of Act wiih 6 6y y Wm, 4. c, 86, and 7 Wm. 46-1 Vict, 
c, 22, and 21 dr* 22 Vict, c, 25, and short Title, 

52. This Act shall, so far as is consistent with the tenor 
thereof, be construed as one with so much as is unrepealed 

(109) See II & 12 Vict. c. 43, s. 33. 
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of the Acts mentioned in the third schedule to this Act, and 
the first of those Acts is in this Act referred to as the prin- 
cipal Act, and each of those Acts may be cited as the Births 
and Deaths Registration Act of the year in which it was 
passed, and those Acts, together with this Act, may be cited 
as the Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 1836 to 1874. 

Short Title, 

53. This Act may be cited as the " Births and Deaths 
Registration Act, 1874.'* 

Repeal— RepecU of Ads in Schedule. 

' 54. The Acts specified in the fifth schedule to this Act 
are hereby repealed, from and after the commencement of 
this Act, to the extent specified in the third column of that 
schedule. 

Provided that this repeal shall hot affect — 
(a.) Anything duly done or suffered under any enactment 
hereby repealed, or the proof of any past act of 
thing ; 
(^.) Any right, privilege, obligation, or liability acquired, 
accrued, or incurred under any enactment hereby 
repealed; or, 
(c.) Any penalty, forfeiture, or punishment incurred in 
respect of any offence committed against any 
enactment hereby repealed ; or, 
((/,) Any investigation, legal proceeding, or remedy in 
respect of any such right, privilege, obligation, 
liability, penalty, forfeiture, or punishment as afore- 
said ; and any such investigation, legal proceed- 
ing, and remedy may be carried on as if this Act 
had not passed. 
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SCHEDULES. 



FIRST SCHEDULE. 



FORMS. (I) 



Form certifying Name given in Baptism. (2) 

I of in the county of do hereby certify, that on the 

18 I baptized by the name of a male child pro- 

duced to me by as the of , and declared by the said 

to have been bom at in the county of on the 

iS . Witness my hand, this 18 . 

[Signed by officiating minister J\ 



Form certifying Name given not in Baptism. (2) 

I do hereby certify that the male child bom on the 

at in the county of , to and his wife, and regis- 

tered in the sub-district of on the 18 , has (without being 

baptized) received the name of . Witness my hand this 

18 . 



} 



of 



(i) See ss. 43, 44, tinte, p. 167. 

(a) See the second paragraph of s. 8, aniei p. 143. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE, (i) 



Fees to Registrars and Superintendent Registrars: 

For registering a birth or death when required to do so at residence 
of person signing requisition (2), or at house where child born (2) 
or person died (not being a public institution), to Registrar one shilling, 
to be paid by the informant. 

Upon the registration of a birth when the child, is more than three 
months old (3), if it is not more than twelve months old (3), to 
Superintendent Registrar two shillings and sixpence, and to the Registrar 
(unless the delay is occasioned by his failure to issue a requisition, or 
otherwise by his default) two shillings and sixpence, and if it is more than 
twelve months old, and is registered with the. authority of the Registrar 
General (4), to Superintendent Registrar five shillings, and to Registrar 
(unless the delay is occasioned by his failure to issue a requisition or 
otherwise by his default) five shillings, to be paid by the informant or 
declarant. 

Upon the registration of a death with the authority of the Registrar 
General after the expiration of twelve months, to the Superintendent 
Registrar five shillings, and to the Registrar (unless the delay is occasioned 
by his failure to issue a requisition or otherwise by his default) five 
shillings, to be paid by. the informant or declarant. 

For taking, attesting, and transmitting a declaration made by an in- 
formant respecting a birth in another sub-district (5), to the Registrar 
attesting the declaration two shillings, to be paid by the informant. 

For entering the baptismal or other name of child upon certificate 
produced after registry of birth (6), to Superintendent Registrar or 
Registrar one shilling, to be paid by the person procuring the name to 
be entered. 

Correction of error of fact in register (7), to Superintendent Registrar 
or Registrar two shillings and sixpence, to be paid by the person re- 
quiring the error to be corrected. 

For every search, to the Superintendent Registrar to be paid by the 
applicant for the search, if it is a general search (8), five shillings, if 
it is a particular search (8), one shilling (9). 

For a certified copy of any entry given by the Superintendent Registrar, 
two shillings and sixpence to the Superintendent Registrar, to be paid 
by the applicant. 



(1) See s. 37, Mtie^ p. 155. (5) See s. 6, ante^ p. 141. 

(3) See s. 4, antet p. 140. (6) See s. 8, antej p. 143. 

(3) See s. 5, ante^ p. 140. (7) See s. 36 (j.)* ttntt, p. iS* 

(4) See s. 5j ante, p. 140. (8) See s. 43, ante, p. 167. 

(9} See 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 35, antet p. z6. 
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THIRD SCHEDULE, (i) 



Births and Deaths Registration Acts. 



Session and Chapter. 



Title. 



6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86 



7 Wm. 4 

C. 22. 



& I Vict 



21 & 22 Vict. c. 25 



An Act for registering births, deaths, and mar- 
riages in England. 

An Act to explain and amend the Acts passed 
in the last session of Parliament for marriage, 
and for registering births, deaths, and mar- 
riages in England. 

An Act to amend the Act concerning non- 
parochial registers, and the Acts for mar- 
riages, and for registering births, deaths, and 
marriages in England, and concerning vacci- 
nation. 



FOURTH SCHEDULE (2) 



Particulars to be registered by Captain of a Ship concerning 

•a Birth at Sea. 
Date of birth. 

Name (if any) and sex of the child. 

Name and surname, and rank, profession, or occupation of the father. 
Name and surname, and maiden surname of mother. 
Nationality and last place of abode of the father and mother. 



Particulars to be registered by Captain of a Ship concerning 

a Death at Sea^ 
Date of death. 
Name and surname. 
Sex. 
Age. 

Rank, profession, or occupation. 
Nationality and last place of abode. 
Cause of death. 



-i — K- 



(t) See 5. 53, 4mU, p. 170* (a) See s. 37 (i.), attie, p. 160, and s. 44, aute, p. 167^ 
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FIFTH SCHEDULE, (i) 



A description or citation of a portion of an Act is inclusive of the 
words, section, or other part first or last mentioned, or otherwise re- 
ferred to as forming the beginning or as forming the end of the portion 
comprised in the description or citation. 

Portions of Acts which have already been specifically repealed are 
in some instances included in the repeal in thU schedule, in order to 
preclude henceforth the necessity of looking back to previous Acts. 



Session and Chapter. 



Title or Abbreviated Title. 



Extent of Repeal. 



6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86 



An Act for registering 
births, deaths, and 
marriages in Eng- 
land. 



7 Wm. 4 & I Vict. 

C. 22. 



An Act to explain and 
amend two Acts 
passed in the last 
session of Parlia- 
ment, for marriages, 
and for registering 
birtlis, deaths, and 
marriages in Eng* 
land. 



Sections one, four, 
twelve, and sixteen, 
section eighteen from 
**as hereinafter pro- 
" vided at a reason- 
**able price" to the 
end of the section^ 
sections nineteen to 
twenty-eight, section 
thirty • six, section 
thirty-nine from **ac- 
** cording to the pro- 
** visions of" to the 
end of the section, 
so much of sections 
forty-one, forty-two, 
and forty-four as re- 
lates to Registrars or 
registers of births 
and deaths, sections 
forty-five and fifty, 
and schedules (E), 
(F), and (G). 

Sections two, four, six, 
thirteen, sixteen, 
twenty-one, twenty- 
five, and thirty-one. 



(i) See s. 54, ««//, p. X71. 



176 REGISTRATION LAWS.— (AMENDMENT ACT, 1 874.) 



Session and Chapter. 



Tide or Abbreviated Title. 



Extent of Repeal. 



17 & 18 Vict C. 80 



17 & 18 Vict. c. 104 



18 & 19 Vict. c. 119 



21 & 22 Vict. C. 25 



26 & 27 VicL c. II 



An Act to provide for 
the better registra- 
tion of births, 
deaths, and mar- 
riages in Scotland. 

The Merchant Ship- 
ping Act, 1854. 



Passengers Act, 1855 



An Act to amend the 
Act concerning non- 
parochial registers, 
and the Acts for 
marriages, and for 
registering births, 
deaths, and mar- 
riages in England, 
and concerning vac- 
cination. 

An Act for the regis- 
tration of births and 
deaths in Ireland. 



Sections thirty and 
forty-three. 



Sections two hundred 
and seventy - three 
and two hundred and 
eighty-two, so far as 
they relate to the 
entry of any birth 0€ 
deadi. 

Section sixteen from 
' ' and the said master 
'* shall note in writ« 
** ing" down to ** An 
" Act for registering 
"births, deaths, and 
"marriages in Eng- 
" land," and section 
one hundred from 
"such emigration or 
" customs officer" to 
the end of the sec- 
tion. 

The whole Act, except 
sections one to four. 



Sections thirty • nine 
and forty. 



( i;7 ) 

The Local Government Board. 

The Statute 34 & 35 Vict c. 70, which established the 
Local Government Board, recites, that it is expedient to 
concentrate in one department of the Government as there- 
inafter provided the supervision of the laws relating to the 
public health, the relief of the poor, and local government ; 
and by s. 2 enacts, that a Board shall be established, to be 
called the Local Government Board, and from and after the 
establishment of such Board, amongst others, all powers and 
duties vested in or imposed on one of Her Majesty's Princi- 
pal Secretaries of State by the 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, and 7 
Wm. 4 & I Vict c 22, so far as such powers and duties 
relate to England, shall be transferred to and imposed on 
the Local Grovernment Board, and, except as otherwise pro- 
vided by the Act, shall be exercised and performed by such 
Board in like manner and form, and subject to the same 
conditions, liabilities, and incidents respectively as such 
powers and duties might before the passing of the Act have 
been exercised and performed by the authorities in whom 
the same were then vested respectively, or as near thereto as 
circumstances admit 

By s. 5 of the Act, the Local Government Board may 
adopt an official seal, and describe themselves generally by 
the style and title of " The Local Government Board," and 
any act to be done or instrument to be executed by or on 
behalf of the Local Government Board may be done or exe- 
cuted in the name of that Board by the president or by any 
member of the Local Government Board, or by a secretary 
or assistant secretary, if such secretary or assistant secretary 
is authorized to do or execute the same by any general order 
of the Local Government Board. 

A rule, order, or regulation made by the Local Govern 
ment Board shall be valid if it is made under the seal of the 
Board, and signed by the president or one of the ex- officio 
members of the Board, and countersigned by a secretary or 
assistant secretary ; and the production of such primi facie 
evidence of any of the rules, orders, or regulations as is 
required by the Documentary Evidence Act, 1868, with 
respect to the rules, orders, or regulations of the Poor Law 

N 
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Board, shall, until the contrary is shown, be a sufficient 
proof that any such rule, order, or regulation of the Local 
Government Board was duly made. 

By s. 7, In the construction of and for the purposes of any 
Acl of Parliament, contract, or other document passed, 
entered into, or made before the establishment of the Local 
Government Board, but so far only as may be necessary for 
exercising the powers and discharging the duties by the Act 
transferred to and imposed on the Local Government Board, 
the name of such Board shall, according to circumstances, 
be deemed to be substituted for one of Her Majesty's Prind- 
pal Secretaries of State ; and any act or thing which might, 
if the Act had not passed, have been done by one of Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, so far as relates to 
the powers and duties transferred, may be done by the Local 
Government Board. 

The Local Government Board, by a General Order, dated 
the 30th of May, 1872, reciting. That whereas by the Local 
Government Board Act, 187 1, all powers vested in or im- 
posed upon one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of 
State by the several enactments mentioned in the first part 
of the Schedule annexed to that Act have been transferred to 
and imposed on the Local Government Board ; and that the 
Local Government Board have, imder the authority of the 
said Local Government Board Act, 187 1, appointed in 
writing two Secretaries of the said Board, do, by such Gene- 
ral Order, authorize the said Secretaries, or one of them, to 
direct, as and when it shall seem to them or him to be 
advisable, any such inquiry to be made as aforesaid. 

By another General Order, dated the 13th of August, 1873, 
reciting the Order of the 30th of May, 1872, and that they 
had since appointed another Secretary and two Assistant Se- 
cretaries, the Local Government Board do, by such General 
Order of the 13th of August, 1873, authorize the said Secre- 
taries and Assistant Secretaries, each and every of them 
respectively, to do any act and execute any instrument to be 
done or executed by or on behalf of the said Local Govern- 
ment Board, save any rule, order, or regulation of the said 
Board, until this authority shall be revoked by the Local 
Government Board, or otherwise determined by law. 
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TABLE OF MARRIAGE CONFIRMATION ACTS. 

2| Geo. 3, c. 53, marriages before i August, 1 78 1. 

44 Geo. 3, c 77 before 25 March, 1805. 

48 Geo. 3, c. 127 before 23 August, 1808. 

58 Geo. 3, c. 84 -^ in British territories in India. 

3 Geo. 4, c. 75 ' solemnized without consent. 

4 Geo. 4, c 5 by licences granted by unauthorized per- 

sons. 
4 Geo. 4, c. 67 — in St Petersburg. 

4 Geo. 4, c. 91 in British factories abroad. 

5 Geo. 4, c. 68 in Newfoundland. 

6 Geo. 4, c. 92 in churches erected since 26 Geo. 2, c. 33. 

11 Geo. 4 & I Wm. 4, c 18, marriages in parishes where parish 

church was under repair or rebuUding. 
3 & 4 Wm. 4, c. 45, marriages in Hamburgh. 

6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 24 in Wandsworth (St Ann's). 

6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 92 in Oxford (St Clement). 

10 & 1 1 Vict, c. 58 of Quakers and Jews (see ante^ p. 84). 

12 & 13 Vict c. 68 — r celebrated in foreign countries (se^ 

ante^ p. 85). 

12 & 13 Vict c 79 — in New Zealand. 

13 & 14 Vict c 38 — in Upton-cum-Chalvey new parish 

church before consecration. 

14 & 15 Vict. c. 97, s. 25 in error in certain churches. 

16 & 17 Vict. c. 122 in Hulme (Holy Trinity). 

17 & 18 Vict c. 88 in Mexico. 

18 & 19 Vict c. 66 in Todmorden (Christ Church). 

18 & 19 Vict c. 81, s. 13 in uncertified buildings (see ante^ p. 

103). 

19 & 20 Vict c. 70 in East Coatham new church before 

consecration. 

20 & 21 Vict c. 29 in West Hartlepool (Christ Church). 

21 & 22 Vict c. 46 in Moscow (Chapel of Russia Com- 

pany), Tahiti (by or before consul), 
and Ningpo (by or before consul). 

22 Vict c. 24 — in Topdiffe (St tames, Baldersby). 
22 & 23 Vict c. 64 in Lisbon (British chapel). 

N 2 
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23 & 24 Vict, c I, marriages in Rydal (St Mary). 

2^ & 24 Vict, c 24 ' in extra parochial places. 

24 & 25 Vict. c. 16 in Rainow (Trinity Church). 

27 & 25 Vict c 77 —^ in the Ionian Islands before 1864. 

28 & 29 Vict c 81 in Eastbury (St James the Greater). 

30 & 31 Vict c. 2 — in Odessa. 

30 & 31 Vict c. 93 • in Morro Velho in BraziL 

31 & 32 Vict, c 23 in Frampton Mansel (Chapel of 

Ease). 
31 & 32 Vict c. 61 in China and elsewhere by tempo- 
rary consuls. 

31 & 32 Vict c. 1 13 in Blakedown (St James the Greater). 

32 & 33 Vict c. 30 in Rawmarsh (Park Gate Chapel, 

not licensed for marriages). 
36 Vict c. 1 ■ in Tiverton (Cove Chapel). 

36 Vict c 20 in Stone (Fulford Chapel). 

36 Vict c. 25 in Winchester (Gretton Chapel). 

36 Vict c 28 in Eton (St. John the Evangelist). 

37 Vict. c. 14 in Barton (St. PauFs Church at 

Pooley Bridge). 
37 Vict c. 17 in Shustock (St John the Evange- 

list, Bentley). 



Irish and Scotch Marriage Acts. 

Ireland* 
9 & 10 Vict c, 72. 

Scotland, 

17 & 18 Vict c. 80. 

18 & 19 Vict. c. 29. 
23 & 24 Vict c 85. 
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Waterloo Subscription Fund Act 

X &i 2 Vict c, 49. 

An Act to transfer the management of certain Annuities on 
Lives from the Trustees of the Waterloo Subscription 
Fund to the Commissioners for the Reduction of the 
National Debt, and to amend several Acts for enabling 
the said Commissioners to grant Life Annuities for terms 
of years. [27th July, 1838.] 

* 1^ 4> * m * 

Certificate of Registrar General of Births, &*c., sujfflcient* 

14. And be it enacted. That the production of the certificate under 
the hand of any Superintendent R^strar or Registrar of Births and 
Deaths, to be attested by two or more credible witnesses, certifying that 
such certificate is a true copy of the Register Book, or of the certificate 
of the Registrar General under the seal of the Register Office, shall be 
sufficient evidence of the Birth, Death, or Marriage of any nominee in 
each case, anything in the said Acts or in any other Act for enabling 
the said Commissioners to grant life annuities to the contrary thereof 
notwithstanding : Provided always that every such certificate shall be 
accompanied with a declaration of the identity of every such nominee, 
to be made, taken, and declared by and before such and the like autho- 
rities as are mentioned in any of the said Acts (i) ; and whenever any such 
certificate of Birth, Death, or Marriage shall be produced of any Super- 
intendent Registrar or Registrar of Births and Deaths (other than that of 
the Registrar General) a declaration shall be annexed thereunto of the 
witnesses who attested the execution thereof, or one of them, or their, 
his, or her solemn affirmation in case they or either of them shall be of 
the people called Quakers, or Moravians, or Separatists, to be made 
before any Justice of the Peace or Magistrate of the county, city, riding, 
town, or place wherein the place of the Birth, Death, or Marriage of 
any such nominee shall be situate, setting forth that such witness or 
witnesses did examine and compare the said copy of the register of 
Birth, Death, or Marriage with the register thereof, and that it is a true 
and literal copy thereof, and did see any such Registrar or Superinten- 
dent Registrar (as the case may be) sign the said certificate, and that 
the names of such witnesses are of their own proper handwriting. 

(z) See 3 & 3 Wm. 4, c. 59. 



( 182 ) 



CIRCULAR OF THE REGISTRAR GENERAL WITH REFER- 
ENCE TO THE BIRTHS AND DEATHS REGISTRATION 
ACT, 1874. 



General Register Office, 
Somerset House, 

1st September, 1874. 

Sir, — ^The Bill for the Amendment of the Births and Deaths Re- 
gistration Act of 1836 having received the royal assent on the 7th 
August, I am glad to be able to congratulate the body of Registrars 
upon the passing of the measure, not only because it remedies some im- 
portant defects in the existing law, but because in several of its provi- 
sions it aAects beneficially, although not to the extent I could have 
desired, a large number of persons officially connected with this depart- 
ment. 

Under the new Act, which will come into operation on the 1st 
January next, instead of being under a legal obligation upon receiving 
'' Notice" of a birth or death to repair to the house of the informant. 
Registrars will make the entries for the most part at their dwelling- 
houses or offices, or at appointed stations; and when they are re- 
quired to attend at the residence of the informant, they will be entitled 
to an extra fee. 

The increased number of qualified informants of Births and Deaths 
allowed by the new Act will facilitate the making of the entries. 

In the case of Births, the Act imposes upon parents the duty of 
effecting the registration within forty-two days after the birth, under a 
penalty for dera,ult; and after forty-two days the Registrar is em- 
powered to require the parents or other informants to attend, under a 
penalty in case of failure, at an aroointed time and place, for the pur- 
pose of registering the birth. Tne period during which births may 
lawfully be registered (subject to the payment of fees after three 
months), is extended from six months to twelve months, and even 
longer in special cases. 

In the case of Deaths, the nearest relatives of the deceased present at 
death or in attendance are liable to a penalty if the registration is not 
effected within five days, except when notice is sent to the Registrar 
with a medical certificate ; other relatives, the occupier of the house, 
and the person in charge of the funeral, are secondary informants. 
After fourteen da3rs any mformant may be required to meet the Regis- 
trar at an appointed time and place, under a penalty for default 
Coroners are required to send their ''Informations" to the Registrar 
not later than five days after the inquest 

In the event of changes being made in the boundaries of sub-districts, 
Registrars prejudicially affected will be entitled to compensation. 

The Act assigns a fee of zs, 6d, for each of the first twenty entries in 
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each quarterly account instead of in one quarter's account only in each 
year. Registrars will thus receive an additional payment of £^ 10s. 
annually, an increase of remuneration which will be especially appre-^ 
ciated in rural districts, where the emoluments of Registrars are neces- 
sarily small. New fees are provided on the correction of errors and on 
other specified occasions, while the recovery of fees is placed on a 
better footing than at present. Other advantages are also secured to 
Registrars under the new Act 

It is scarcely necessary for me to remark that in a bill for the com- 
pulsory Registration of Births and Deaths proposed by Her Majesty's 
Government for the acceptance of Parliament, it was essential to 
provide some arrangement whereby the parents of children and other 
mformants upon whom the obligation was imposed under penalties of 
promptly registering births and deaths, should be enabled to effect the 
registration with as little inconvenience and loss of time as possible. 

with this view therefore it has been enacted that provision shall be 
made to afford to informants increased facilities for meeting with the 
Registrar. Section 26 of the Act is in the following terms :^- 

** Rtsidencet Office, and Statian of Registrar and Deputy Registrar in Sub-district, 

** 26. Every Registrar and Deputy Registrar shall either dwell 
in or have a known c^ce within the sub-district of which he is 
Registrar or Deputy Registrar. 

** Every Registrar shall, if so directed by the Registrar General, 
appoint within or contiguous to his sub-district a station or 
stations as may be directed by the Registrar General. Every 
such station shall, for the purposes of the provisions of this Act 
with respect to Uie attendance of persons and registration of 
births and deaths at the office of the Registrar, be deemed to be 
his office. 

"Every Registrar and Deputy Registrar shall attend at his 
dwelling-house or office and at each station, on the days and at 
the hours approved by the Registrar General^ for the purpose of 
registering births and deaths." 

In calling your attention to the duties which devolve upon you under 
the above section, I may remark that it is not my intention to require 
Registrars, in proposing for my approval stated hours for their attend- 
ance at their dw^ling-places or offices, to conform to any uniform rule 
on the subject. It is my wish that they should not be unnecessarily 
fettered in the exercise of their judgment as to the attendance to be 
given, preferring to rely upon their making such arrangements as a due 
regard to local circumstances and the convenience of the majority of 
the inhabitants of their respective sub-districts may require. 

In like manner, with respect to the appointment of station^, I am 
aware that, owing to the diversities which exist in the population, area, 
and local peculiarities of different sub-districts, it is inexpedient to re- 
quire Registrars to proceed according to any uniform plan of action. 
£ach Registrar, guided by his local knowledge, and having regard not 
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only to the distribution of the inhabitants of his sub-district and the 
facilities of cominunication, but also to the conditions under which his 
duties are to be performed with reference to his professional or other 
employments, should make the best arrangements to enable persons who 
live at a distance from his dwelling-house or office to meet with him at 
such times and places as circumstances may permit 

In rural districts I believe it has been the practice of Registrars who 
are also relieving officers or public vaccinators, to register births and 
deaths at the relief or vaccination stations within their sub-districts. 
Probably boards of guardians upon application, would not object to 
allow the use of these stations for the same purpose to those Registrars 
who are not poor-law officers. 

Where the District Register Office is situated in a central town to 
which the inhabitants of the district resort, it may in some instances bCv 
convenient that, provided the Superintendent Registrar has no objection 
to the arrangement, the Register Office should be one of the stations for 
registration ; and if not within the limits of a particular sub-district, it 
might still be available as ** contiguous'' to it 

I request that before the 15th of October you will transmit to me in 
duplicate on the accompanying form of return, a detailed statement of 
the arrangements you propose, ( I.) as to the days and hours of attendance 
at your dwell ing-nouse or office for the purpose of registering births and 
deaths ; and (2.) as to stations for registration within or contiguous to 
your sub-district, specifying the days and hours of attendance. The re- 
turn is required in duplicate, in order that one copy may be sent back 
to you when your proposals are approved, and the other retained in this 
office. 

I trust that you will be enabled to propose such arrangements to me 
as may be entitled to approval and will effectually fulfil the intentions of 
the legislature. 

I am, Sir, 
Your faithful servant, 

George Graham, 

Registrar Generah 

To 

Registrar 0/ Births and Deaths, 
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BIRTHS AND DEATHS REGISTRATION ACT, 1874, 

R£TURN AS TO PROPOSED ATTENDANCES AND STATIONS. 

[N.B. — This return is to be made out in duplicate, and forwarded by 
post to the Registrar General, not later than the 15th October.] 

Superintendent Registrar's District of 

Registrar's Sub-District of 



Area of Sub-District in acres 



) Population in 1871,. 



Number of Parishes or Townships 



Name and Profession or Calling of Registrar 

Locality of his Dwelling-house or Office for 
Registration Business 



I. Particulars with respect to Days and Hours of Attendance AT the 
Registrar's Dwelling-house or Office, proposed for the ap- 
proval of the Registrar General. 



Days of the Week. 




State whether the Regis- 
trar proposes to register 
at other times when at 
home or at his office. 



EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 
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2. Particulars with respect to STATIONS for registering Births 
ftnd Deaths, and attendances thereat, proposed for the approval of the 
Registrar General . 



Locality of 
proposed Station. 


Description, 

whether at a 

Public Building, 

Private House, 

Shop, &C. 


Times of Attendance. 


Days of the 
Week. 


Hours of the 
Day. 











EXPLANATORY REMARKS. 

[The R^strar should here indicate the particular S^tions which 
will be found most accessible to the inhabitants of places at a distance 
from his house or office. He should also state what are the farthest 
distances persons will have to go in order to reach one of his stations, or 
his house or office.] 
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CIRCULAR LETTER OF REGISTRAR GENERAL TO 

CORONERS. 



General Register Office^ 
Somerset House^ 
Sir, loth December^ 1874. 

On the first institution of this Office in 1837 the co-operation of 
the Coroners of England and Wales with the Officers charged with the 
duty of canying out the provisions of the Law relating to the Regis- 
tration of Births and Deaths, was secured by Statute ; and subsequent 
legislation placed this co-operation on a more satisfactory footing by 
empowering the Coroners to give to the Registrars written instead of 
personal Informations of the Findings of Juries. 

I have now to invite your attention to the following extract from an 
Act passed in the last session of Parliament, from whidi you will per- 
ceive that your duties in relation to the Registrars have undergone a 
further modification. For by section 16 of the Births and Deaths 
Registration Act, 1874, it is thus enacted : — 

*' Where an inquest is held on any dead body the jury shall inquire 
of the particulars required to be registered concerning the death, and 
the coroner shall send to the Registrar, within five days after the find- 
ing of the jury is given, a certificate under his hand, giving information 
concemins the death and specifying the finding of the jury with respect 
to the said particulars, and to the cause of death, and specifying the 
time and place at which the inquest was held, and the R^;istrar shall 
in the prescribed form and manner enter the death and particulars." 

And under Section 39 of the same Act, every person .who refuses or 
fails without reasonable excuse to give or send any Certificate in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Act, is Uable to a Penalty of Forty 
Shillings for each offence. 

The " particulars required to be registered concerning the death" 
which you will thus have to give in fiiture in your Certificates of the 
Finding of Juries, are the same as those which you have been in the 
habit of supplying hitherto ; but as the system of Registration enters 
upon a new phase from the 1st of January next, I avail mvself of this 
opportunity to solicit your assistance in making the particulars returned 
in your Certificates as precise and as complete as by means of your 
Court they can be made. 

With this object I submit for your consideration a few observations 
on points in which the particulars supplied by Coroners for Registra* 
tion purposes are frequently defective, by comparison with those 
which the Registrars are required to obtain from ordinary Informants 
of Deaths. 
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First, as to the Column ^^DaU and Place of Deatk,^^ great difficulty 
is created by the indefinite way in which the place of death is sometimes 
stated. For many national as well as local purposes the facts contained 
in the Death Registers are analysed, classified, and tabulated, under 
municipal, sanitary, and other local sub-divisions, and it is therefore 
essential that the exact locality of each death should be as precisely as 
possible indicated in the Register. Thus in Towns, not only should 
any distinctive name of the part of the Town be giveil, but also the 
name of the street, and (whenever practicable) the number or name of 
the House in which the death happened. In Country districts, in 
addition to the Parish or Township, the Village or Hamlet should be 
particularised, as well as any special designation of the House (if any) 
in which the death took place. And whenever an inquest is held in the 
case of a death occurring in a public institution, it is important, for the 
reasons above stated, that the/redse name of such institution should be 
Entered as the place of death in your Certificate. 

Secondly, as to the column ''^ Rank or Profession^ The Registrars 
are enjoined to obtain from all ordinary Death Informants, the most 
definite description which can be given of the occupation or calling of 
the deceased ; and for their guidance I have suppUed the Registrars 
with certain instructions designed to secure such uniformity of principle 
in recording the occupations of the dying as will make them comparable 
with the occupations of the living as ascertained at the census. At the 
commencement of the new Book of Forms of Certificates herewith sent, 
you will find a copy of those instructions, which I have placed there in 
the hope that you may be disposed to adopt them, at least to a con- 
siderable extent, in filling up your Certincates, and thereby render 
valuable aid in perfecting the record of occupations in the Death 
Registers. 

Thirdly, as to the column " Cause of Deaths So important has it 
been considered by the Legislature that the record of causes of death 
should be placed on a more satisfactory footing than heretofore, that by 
the Act of last session the Registered Medical Attendants on deceased 
persons will, after the ist of January next, be required under a penalty 
to give Certificates of the causes of death of such deceased persons. It 
is provided, however, that when an inquest is held on the body of any 
deceased person, a Medical Certificate of the cause of death need not be 
given to the Registrar, but the Certificate of the Finding of Uie Jury 
furnished by the Coroner shall be sufficient 

In all inquest cases, therefore, the Act relies entirely on the Findings 
of the Juries for a record of the causes of death, and I would ask you to 
note in the clause which I have already quoted, the significant reference 
to that particular as one to be specially inquired into by the Jury, and 
to be stated by you in your certificate of the finding which you have to 
transmit to the Registrar. 

I take for granted that the Coroners will not be satisfied for the 
record of causes of death supplied by their Certificates to be in respect 
of the many purposes to which I am called upon to apply it, inferior in 
value to that supplied by the Death Registers wherein mquests are not 
held. And I am therefore led to hope that you will use your best 
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endeavours in so directing the inquiries of your Court that the verdicts 
^ven by your juries may, as to the cause of death, embody the essen« 
tial facts as nearly as they can be arrived at The R^strars are 
instructed that whenever they are called upon to raster a death which 
they have any reason to believe has resulted from violence, or has 
taken place under suspicious circumstances, they must take measures 
for bringing the matter under the notice of the Coroner having jurisdic* 
tion in the place where the death occurred. They are also further 
instructed that where there is no Medical Attendant, and the informant 
states that the cause of death is unknown, they must make particular 
inquiries of the informant as to the duration of the illness and other 
circumstances attending the death, with a view to ascertain whether 
the case is one which ought to be brought under the notice of the 
Coroner. 

Herewith I send a book of the new form of Certificate of Finding of 
Jury, which I will thank you in all cases to use on and after the ist of 
January next ; and to avoid any mistake upon this pomt it will l)e 
well for you to cancel any of the old forms of information you may 
possess. 

You will observe that a counterfoil is provided to enable you to 
record the date of the finding of the jury, as well as the date on which 
you transmit the Certificate to the Registrar. I have thought these 
arrangements would be found convenient to you, inasmuch as it is 
desirable you should keep a record of the dates referred to in case of 
any question arising as to your having complied with the requirement 
of the clause of the Act of last session already quoted, wherein it is 
laid down that the Coroner's Certificate must be sent to the Registrar 
" within five days after the finding of the jury is grven^ 

It is important you should know that the Act of last session enables 
you at any time to obtain the correction of an error in a Certificate pre- 
viously transmitted by you to the Registrar. In section 36 it is enacted 
that:— 

" Where an error of fact or substance (other than an error relating to 
the cause of death) occurs in the information given by a Coroner's Cer- 
tificate concerning a dead body upon which he has held an inquest, the 
Coroner, if satisfied by evidence on oath or statutory declaration that 
such error exists, may certify under his hand to the officer having the 
custody of the register in which such information is entered the nature 
of the error and the true facts of the case as ascertained by him on such 
evidence, and the error may thereupon be corrected by such officer in 
the register by entering in the margin (without any alteration of the 
original entry) the facts as so certified by the Coroner." 

I have now, in conclusion, to quote for your guidance section 17 of 
the Act previously referred to, defining your powers in respect of 
authorizing the burial of bodies whereon you hold inquests. It is by 
that section enacted that : — 

" A Coroner upon holding an inquest upon any body, may, if he thinks 
fit, by order under his hand, authorize the body to be buried before 
registry of the death, and shall give such order to the relative of the 
deceased or other person who causes the body to be buried, or to the 
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undertaker or other person having charge of the funeral ; and, except 
upon holding an inquest, no order, warrant, or other document for the 
burial of any body shall be given bj theX)oroner." 

It is the duty of any person to whom such order is given to deliver it 
to the person who performs any fimeral or religious service for the burial 
of the body, and the failure of such person so to deliver it entails on 
him a penalty not exceeding forty shillings. 

I send you a book of new Forms of Orders for Burial, for use on and 
after the 1st of January next 

Whenever at any time you are in want of a further supply of Forms of 
Certificate or of Orders for Burial, timely application should be made to 
me for the same. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your faithful Servant, 

George Graham, 
To • Registrar General. 

The Coroner, 
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GENERAL RULE RESPECTING THE QUALIFICATIONS 
OF REGISTRARS OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 



Whereas in pursuance of an Act of the sixth and seventh years of the 
reign of His late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled An Act 
for registering Births^ Deaths^ and Marriages in England^ and by 
virtue of the power therein given to the Registrar General, the said 
R^strar General did on the tenth day of October, in the year of our 
Lonl 1836, by a General Rule declare certain Qualifications as neces- 
sary to be possessed by any and every person who should be appointed 
to the office of Registrar of Births and Deaths, power being therein 
reserved to the Registrar General to vacate, alter, or vary the said 
General Rule, and to substitute any other Rule in place thereof as 
might thereafter appear to be necessary. 

Now, therefore, I, the undersigned George Graham, Esquire^ 
Registrar General, by virtue of the said Act, and in pursuance of ^e 
power reserved to me as aforesaid, do hereby revoke the aforesaid General 
Rule, and do declare the following General Rule as necessary to be 
(Observed touching the Qualifications of any and every person who shall 
henceforth be appointed under the provisions of the Acts relating to the 
Registration of Births and Deaths in England to the office of Registrar 
of Births and Deaths, that is to say : 

1. Every Registrar of Births and Deaths shall either dwell or have a 
known Office within the Sub-district for which he is appointed. 

2. He shall not be a member of any Board of Guardians by whom he 
shall be appointed Registrar. 

3. He shall not have been appointed to, or hold, the office of Super- 
intendent Registrar or Deputy Superintendent Registrar, or Deputy 
Registrar of Marriages for any District 

4. He shall be of the full age of twenty-one years ; and shall be 
intelligent, active, and able to write clearly. 

5. He shall not be an uncertificated bankrupt ; nor shall he be a 
pawnbroker, an undertaker, a person licensed to retail intoxicating 
drinks, or engaged in any business or occupation which may be con- 
sidered by the Registrar General to be incompatible with the office of 
Registrar, or with the proper discharge of its duties. (The office of 
Registrar o( Births and Deaths shall not be held by a female.) 

6. He shall be prepared to comply with the regulations and the in- 
structions which may from time to time be issued for his guidance in the 
performance of his duties. 

And I do hereby reserve to myself as Registrar General, and to the 
Registrar General for the time being, the power of vacating, altering, 
or varying the Genefal Rule now prescribed, and of substituting any 
other Rule in place thereof, as may hereafter be found expedient. 

In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, this first day of 
January, in the year of our Lord 1875. 

(Signed) George Graham, 

Registrar General, 



192 APPENDIX. 



INSTRUCTIONS AS TO THE ATTESTATION OF NOTICES 

OF MARRIAGE. 



Instances having occurred in which the Superintendent Registrar's 
certificate or licence for marriage has been obtained on the faith of 
statements which have subsequently proved to be false, and improper 
or clandestine marriages having in consequence taken place, the R^;is- 
trar, before he'allows a notice of marriage (i) to be signed in his presence, 
must require the party desirous of giving the same to answer the in- 
quiries which he may consider it necessary to make in order to satisfy 
himself as to the probable truth of the statements proposed to hie 
deckured to ; and he must call attention to the fact that if the notice is 
wilfully false in any particular, the person signing such false notice, and 
making a false declaration concerning any of the statements therein 
contained, will be liable to the penalties of perjury. 

llie inquiries of the Registrar must be such as to test the truth of the 
statements proposed to be declared to with regard to residence, the 
absence of impediment of kindred or alliance or other lawful hindrance 
to die marriage, and the consent of parents or guardians in the case of 
minors. 

I. In the first place he must ascertain whether the statutory require- 
ments with regard to residence have been complied with ; and if he be 
not satisfied with the result of his inquiries on this point, he must at 
once decline to attest the notice. The ** dwelling-place " of each of the 
parties, as stated in the notice, must be that in which they have actually 
resided during the required period ; that is to say, their residence must 
have been bondfide^ and not merely colourable, such as hiring a room 
or lodging without dwelling there. When the parties desire to be mar- 
ried on production of the Superintendent Registrar's certificate in a 
parish church, or in the church of an ecclesiastical district, one of 
them must be a parishioner living within such parish or ecclesiastical 
district 

(x) The forms of Nodce of Marriage are of four descriptions, to suit the drcum- 
stances under which special declarations are required as to minority, consent. &c. ; 
and it is most important that the appropriate form should be used according to the 
drcumstanoes of the parties m eacn case. The following are the several forms, the 
particular use of each of which should be carefully attended to : — 

Form X. Applicable only where both the patsies are of JuU Age. 

Form 3. For parties either of whom is a Minor under ax years of age. 

Form 3. For parties both of whom are of full Age, for marriage out of the 

District, pursuant to the Act 3 & 4 Vict. c. 79. 
Form 4. For parties either of whom is a Mmor, for Marriage pursuant to the 
Act of 3 & 4 Vict. c. 73. 
In filling up the Forms of Notice^ theyW/ names of the parties should be entered ; 
and care ^ould be taken that all names are correcdy spelt. 
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2. As to "Impediment of kindred or alliance." These words, as 
occurring in the form of declaration, refer to relationship within the 
prohibited degrees, as set forth in the following table : — 



Table of the Prohibited Degrees of Kindred and Affinity. 



A Man may not Marry his 



I. 

a. 

'?. 
4. 

.1: 

7- 
8. 

9- 
zo. 

IZ. 
13. 
13. 

«4' 

z6. 

X7. 
z8. 
zg. 

30. 
91, 
B3. 

93. 

36. 

28. 
39. 
30. 



Grandmother. 


z. 


Grandfather's Wife. 


3. 


Wife's Grandmother. 


3- 


Father's Sister. 


4- 


Mother's Sister. 


5- 


Father's Brother's Wife. 


6. 


Mother's Brother's Wife. 


7. 


Wife's Father's Sister. 


8. 


Wife's Mother's Sister. 


9- 


Mother. 


zo. 


Stepmother. 


ZI. 


Wife's Mother. 


Z2. 


Daughter. 
Wife's Daughter. 


13. 


14. 


Son's Wife. 


15. 


Sister. 


z6. 


Wife's Sister. 


17. 


Brother's Wife. 


z8. 


Son's Daughter. 


Z9. 


Daughter's Daughter. 


30. 


Son's Son's Wife. 


3Z. 


Daughter's Son's Wife. 


33. 


Wife's Son's Daughter. 


23- 


Wife's Daughter's Daughter. 


24. 


Brother's Daughter. 


as- 


Sister's Daughter. 


36. 


Brother's Son's Wife. 


37. 


Sister's Son's Wife. 


28. 


Wife's Brother's Daughter. 


29. 


Wife's Sister's Daughter. 


30. 



A Woman may not marry her 

Grandfather. 

Grandmother's Husband. 

Husband's Grandfather. 

Father's Brother. 

Mother's Brother. 

Father's Si-ter's Husband. 

Mother's Sister's Husband. 

Husband's Father's Brother. 

Husband's Mother's Brother. 

Father. , 

Stepfather. 

Husband's Father. 

Son. 

Husband's Son. 

Daughter's Husband. 

Brother. 

Husband's Brother. 

Sister's Husband. 

Son's Son. 

Daughter's Son. 

Son's Daughter's Husband. 

Daughter*s Daughter's Husband. 

Husband's Son's Son. 

Husband's Daughter's Son. 

Brother's Son. 

Sister's Son. 

Brother's Daughter's Husband. 

Sister's Daughter's Husband. 

Husband's Brother's Son. 

Husband's Sister's Son. 



A so-called marriage between parties related to each other within 
these degrees would be absolutely null and void, and the issue illegiti- 
mate. In every case, therefore, where the parties are unknown to the 
Registrar, he must inquire whether there is any relationship between 
them ; and this inquiry must be especially careful where the parties 
bear the same surname. The instances of (so-called) marriages within 
the prohibited degrees are chiefly those between a widower and his de- 
ceased wife's sister, and between a widow and her late husband's 
brother. 

3. The expression ^^ other Icnvful hindrance to the said marriage'*^ in 
the form of declaration has reference chiefly to the existence of a prior 
marriage. A person who during a subsisting marriage goes through a 
fresh ceremony of marriage with another party is of course punishable 
for bigamy ; and any person who has been a party to proceedings in 
the Divorce Court contracting another marriage before the dissolution 
of the former marriage is completed by the decree absolute of that Court, 
is liable to be prosecuted for bigamy. In the case of any person 
alleged to be divorced, the party desirous of giving the notice of 

O 
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marriage must be directed to apply personally to thi Suptrintendent 
Registrar, 

4. That portion of the declaration which relates to the consent of the 
parents or guardians of minors must receive special attention. Ilie 
persons whose consent to the marriage of a minor is required are (i.) the 
lawful ^/2iM^, if living ; or, if he be dead, (2.) iht guardian ox guardians 
lawfidly appointed, or one of them ; or, if there be no such guardians, 
(3.) the lawful mother^ if unmarried ; and if there be no mother un- 
married, then (4.) the guardian or guardians appointed by the Court of 
Chancery, if any. In the case of an ill^timate minor, however, con- 
sent must be dispensed with, unless a guardian has been appointed by 
the Court of Chancery, there being no other person competent to give 
it. A specific statement in the notice of the age of the parties is neces- 
sary, and when either party is a minor (under the age of twenty-one 
years), the Registrar must as a general rule require tluit the consent of 
the parent or guardian be in writing, or be intimated personally by such 
parent or guardian, or by some person authorized to act on his behalf 
attending with the party wishing to give the notice. But where, owing 
to circumstances which can be satisfactorily explained, a written or 
personal intimation of consent is wanting, the Registrar may assume 
the truth of the statement made to him with regard to consent, on re- 
ceiving a notification from a clergyman, priest, or minister, to the effect 
that the parties are known to him, and that they will be allowed to have 
their marriage solemnized in the church or chapel of which he is the 
minister, — such church or chapel being the ** church or building" 
named in the notice of marriage. 

Where, however, parties, either of whom is a minor, desire to be 
married at the Register OJIice^ it is essential that evidence of consent (if 
requisite) be given, either in writing or personally. 

When inconvenience would arise from delay in attesting a notice of 
marriage, on account of the party wishing to give the notice not being 
at the time provided with evidence as to consent, the R^strar, if he 
see no reason to doubt the truth of the statement of SU(£ party, may 
attest the notice (after it- has been duly signed and declared to), upon 
the understanding that the required evidence shall be forthcoming on a 
future day, before the Superintendent Registrar issues his certificate or 
licence for the marriage. In such cases a memorandum of the fact of 
the undertaking to produce at a future time evidence of consent must be 
endorsed on the back of the notice, and the name, address, and rank of 
the parent or guardian added thereto. 

5. Persons desirous of giving notice of marriage intended to be solem- 
nized in a church or chapel of the Established Church, or in a registered 
place of worship, must be reminded that no marriage can be solemnized 
in any registered dissenting place of worship, without the consent of the 
minister y or one of the trtistees^ owners^ deacons^ or manors thereof: 
nor in any registered building of the Church of Rome, nor in any 
church or chapel of the Church of England, without the consent of the 
minister thereof; and that it therefore behoves every person to ascertain 
that such consent will be granted. This should be done before the 
notice of marriage is given. 
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6. Lastly, if the Registrar, when called upon to attest a notice of 
marriage, knows or has good reason to believe the same to be wilfully 
false in any particular, he must decline acting as attesting witness to 
the signature and declaration of the party desirous of giving the notice, 
and must forthwith communicate, by letter or otherwise, the circum- 
stances of the case, and his reasons for so declining to act, to the 
Superintendent Registrar of the district. 
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STAMP DUTIES. 

The following documents, with which the Registrar may be concerned, 
are exempt from stamp duties : — 

1. Declarations leading to marriage ivUhout licenee, 

2. Certified copies of registers of births, deaths, and marriages trans* 

mitted by clergymen. Registrars, Superintendent Registrars, 
registering officers of the Society of Friends, and secretaries of 
synagogues to the Registrar General. 

3. Certified copies of registers of births, baptisms, deaths, burials, 

and marriages furnished pursuant to and for the purpose of any 
Act of Parliament 

This exemption includes the following documents : — . 
{fl.) Certified copies of registers of births, given in pursuance 

of a requisition under the Factory Acts. 
{fi,) Certified copies of registers of births, issued for pur- 
poses of elementary education, 
(r.) Certified copies of registers of the deaths of members 
of the medical profession, issued in pursuance of the 
requirements of the Medical Act, 1858. 
\d,) Certified copies of registers of the deadis of chemists 
and druggists, issued pursuant to the requirements of 
the Pharmacy Act, i8i58. 

4. Certified copies of registers of births, baptisms, deaths, burials, 

and marriages, for which the person giving the same is not en- 
titled to any fee or reward. 

The following certificates, not being copies or extracts from registers, 
but original documents certifying to certain facts, are also exempt from 
stamp duties : — 

Certificates of registry of birth. 

Certificates of baptism or naming under section 8 of the Regis- 
tration Act, 1874. 
Certificates of the cause of death. 
Certificates of registry or notification of death. 

Extracts from the Stamp Act^ 1870. 

Section 24. (i.) An instrument, the duty upon which is required or 
permitted by law to be denoted by an adhesive stamp, is not to be 
deemed duly stamped with an adhesive stamp unless the person re- 
quired bylaw to cancel such adhesive stamp cancels the same by writing 
on or across the stamp his name or initials or the name or initials of his 
firm, together with the true date of his so writing, so that the stamp 
may be efiectually cancelled and rendered incapable of being used for 
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any other instrument, or unless it is otherwise proved that the stamp 
appearing on the instrument was affixed thereto at the proper time. 

(2.) Every person who, being required by law to cancel an adhesive 
stamp, wilfully neglects or refuses duly and effectually to do so in man- 
ner aforesaid, shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds. 
Section 25. Any person who — 
(I.) Fraudulently removes or causes to be removed from any instru- 
ment any adhesive stamp, or affixes any adhesive stamp 
which has been so removed to any other instrument with 
intent that such stamp may be used again ; 
(2.) Sells or offers for sale or utters any adhesive stamp which has 
been so removed, or utters any instrument having thereon 
any adhesive stamp which has to his knowledge been so 
removed as aforesaid ; 
(3.) Practises or is concerned in any fraudulent act, contrivance, or 
device not specially provided for, with intent to defraud Hier 
Majesty, her heirs or successors, of any duty, 
shall forfeit, over and above any other penalty to which he may be 
liable, the sum of fifty pounds. 



Schedule, 



£ s, d. 



Affidavit or statutory declaration made under the provisions 

of 5 & 6 Wm. 4, c. 62 026 

Exemption : 
Declaration required to be made pursuant to any 
Act relating to marriages in order . to a marriage 
without licence. 

Copy or extract {certified) of or from any register of births, 

baptisms, marriages, deaths, or burials . • .001 
Exemptions : 

(i.) Copy or extract furnished by any clergyman, 
Registrar, or other official person pursuant to 
and for the purposes of any Act of Parlia- 
ment, or furnished to any General or Super- 
intending Registrar under any general regu- 
lation. 
(2.) Copy or extract for which the person giving the 
same is not entitled to any fee or reward. 

Licence for marriajge : 

Not special — in England . . . « • o 10 o 
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FEES TO REGISTRARS OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 

Births and Deaths, £ s. d. 

For registering a birth or death, when required to do so, at 
the place of birth or death, such place not being a public 
institution, or at the residence of the informant, from the 
informant (37 & 38 VicL c. 88, Sched. 2.) . . .010 

For registering a birth after the expiration of three months, ( I ) 
but before Uie expiration of twelve months, from the in- 
formant (37 & 38 Vict c. 88, Sched. 2.) . " . .026 

For roistering a birth or death after the expiration of twelve 
months, (i) from the informant (37 & 38 Vict c. 88, 
Sched. 2.) 050 

For taking, attesting, and transmitting a declaration made l^ 
an informant respecting a birth in another sub-district, 
from the informant (37 & 38 Vict c. 88, Sched. 2.) .020 

For entering baptismal or other name of child on production 
of certificate, after the registration of the birth, from the 
person procuring such entry. (37 & 38 Vict c. 88, 
Sched. 2.) 010 

For correction of an error of fact or substance in Register 
book, from person requiring such correction to be made. 
(37 & 38 Vict c 88, Sched. 2.) 026 

For each of the first twenty entries, whether births or deaths, 
registered in each quarter, firom the guardians. (37 & 38 
Vict c. 88, s. 31.) 026 

For every other entry of birth or death, frt>m the guardians. 
(6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 29.) 010 

Collecting Returns of Marriages, 

For collecting quarterly return of certified copies of marriages 
or certificate of no marriage from each church or chapel 
and delivering them to the Superintendent Registrar (to be 
charged in account of expenses) 010 

For notice of requirement of vaccination delivered to the 
parent, &c, and dulv minuted, of each living child whose 
birth is registered, from the guardians. (30 & 31 Vict 
c. 84, s. 24.) 001 

(x) On proof that the registration was not effected within the proper time in con> 
sequence of any default or neglea of duty on the part of the Rq^istrar, he forfeits 
his fee. 
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£ J. d. 
For every birth or death entered in the monthly returns trans- 
mitted to a vaccination officer, from the guardians. 
(34 & 35 Vict. c. 98, s. 8.) 002 

Returns to Sanitary Authorities, 

For each retiim of deaths made to a sanitary authority, 2d, ; 
and for each death entered in any such return, to be paid 
by the sanitary authority. (37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, s. 28.) .002 

* 

Certificates and Searches, 

For certificate of registry of birth given on preiscribed form 
at the time of registration, from informant. (37 & 38 Vict 
c. 88, s. 3a) No fee can be charged for search . .003 

For every certificate of birth given on requisition for purposes 
of education or employment in labour, from applicant. 
(37 & 38 Vict, c 88, s. 29.) No fee can be charged for 
search . . . . . . . . .010 

For every certificate of birth given on requisition under the 
Factory Acts, from applicant. (7 Vict. c. 15, s. 15, and 
8 & 9 VicL c 29, s. 14.) No fee can be charged for 
search . . . . . , . . .010 

For certificate of the death of a medical practitioner trans- 
mitted to the Registrar of the General Medical Council, 
315, Oxford Street, London. To be charged in account of 
expenses. (21 & 22 Vict c. 90, s. 45.) . . . .026 

For certificate of the death of a pharmaceutical chemist or a 
chemist and druggist, transmitted to the Registrar of the 
Pharmaceutical Society, 17, Bloomsbury Square, London, 
to be paid by such Registrar. (31 & 32 Vict c. 121, s. 11.) 
No fee can be charged for search . . . . .026 

For every search extending over a period of not more than 
one year, from the person searching. (6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86,. 
s. 35.) . . • • • . . • .010 

For every additional year. (6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 35.) . 006 

For every certificate other than those above-mentioned, from 
the person requiring the same (6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86. s. 35), 
in addition to the Inland Revenue Stamp of id, (33 & 34 
Vict c. 97.) 026 
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REGISTERS AND RECORDS 

Deposited in the custody of the Registrar GeneraLi General Register 
Office, Somerset House, London, W.C., where Searches and Cer- 
tificates are granted between the hours of lo and 4 daily (except 
on Sundays, Christmas Day, and Good Friday), on payment of the 
Statutory Fees. 



1. Registers of Births registered in England and Wales on and 
after 1st July, 1837. 

2. Registers of Deaths registered in England and Wales on and 
after 1st July, 1837. 

3. Registers of Marriages r^stered in England and Wales on 
and after 1st July, 1837, after solemnization in Churches of the Estab- 
lished Church, in Registered Roman Catholic and Dissenting Places of 
Worship, and in District Register Offices ; also of Quakers and of 
Jews. 

4. Registers of Births and Deaths at .Sea registered since ist 
July, 1837. 

[The above Registers, Nos. i, 2, 3, and 4, are made and kept 
pursuant to the Act 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86. 

The General Indexes of Births, Deaths, and Marriages are com- 
pleted about nine to twelve months after the date of the Re- 
gistration, but Searches may be made in the Registers not 
indexed if the locality and date can be accurately stated by the 
applicant.] 

5. NoN- Parochial Registers of Baptisms or Births, Burials 
or Deaths, and (in a few instances) of Marriages, being the Registers 
or Records kept by various bodies and congregations of Nonconformists 
prior to the general system of registration commenced in 1837 ; — com- 
prising amongst others the Registers kept at Dr, Williams's Library 
from 1742 ; Bunhill Fields Burial Ground from 1713 ; the Registers of 
French Protestant and other Foreign Churches in England ; the Re- 
gisters, &c., of the Society of > Friends^ &c. 

[By the Acts 3 & 4 Vict. c. 92, and 21 Vict. c. 25, Extracisfrom 
these Registers stamped with the seed of the General Register 
Office are receivable in evidence in all civtl cases. When Searches 
are required to be made the description of Register and the 
locality or name of the Chapel should be given.] 

6. Registers and Records of Baptisms and Marriages per- 
formed at the Fleet and King's Bench Prisons, at May Fair, at 
The Mint in Southwark, and elsewhere, between the years 1674 
and I7S4* These Registers and Records were transferred from the 
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Registry of the Bishop of London to the custody of the Registrar 
General under the provisions of 3 & 4 Vict. c. 92, s. 20. 

[Some of these Baptisms and Marriages were performed ^'ithin 
the above-mentioned Prisons, some outside the Prisons but 
within the Liberties thereof, and some outside such Liberties. 

Among these Registers there is also a Register of Marriages at 
the Chapel Royal, St. James'.] 

7. Registers of Births, Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths, and 
Burials of British Subjects in Foreign Countries, kept by 
British Consuls and Chaplains during the years 1809 to 1849, both 
inclusive. This volume consists of Returns made by British Consuls to 
the Foreign Office prior to the passing of the Act 12 & 13 Vict. c. 68. 

8. Registers of Marriages of British Subjects in Foreign 
Countries, solemnized by British Consuls since July, 1849, under 
the provisions of the Act 12 & 13 Vict. c. 68. 

[Certificates of these Marriages may, under the 1 8th section of 
the above-mentioned Act, be given under the Seal of th^ 
General Register Office either from these Annual Returns or 
from the original Registers No. loc.] 

9. Registers of Births and Deaths of British Subjects in 
Foreign Countries kept by British Consuls since 7th November, 
1849, and at British Legations since 19th July, 1859, in accordance 
with Instructional Circulars issued from the Foreign Office on those 
dates. 

10. Registers of Births, Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths, and 
Burials of British Subjects in Foreign Countries since the year 
1784. These are Original Registers kept by British Consuls 
and Chaplains, which have from time to time been received from the 
Foreign Office and other sources. They comprise — 

{a) Registers of Marriages respecting which Acts of Parliament 
have been passed to remove all doubts of their validity, and 
to provide that Certificates thereof should be issued under the 
Seal of the General Register Office, namely : — a Register g( 
Marriages solemnized in a Chapel belonging to the Russia 
Company at Moscow, prior to the passing of the Act 21 & 22 
Vict. c. 46 (23 July, 1858) ; — a Register of Marriages solem- 
nized in the British Chapel at Lisbon before the passing of the 
Act 22 & 23 Vict. c. 64 (13 August, 1859) ; — and a Register of 
Marriages solemnized in the Chapel at Morre Velho in Brazil, 
prior to I Jan., 1868, which Register is, by 30 & 31 Vict. c. 93, 
s. 2, brought within the provisions of 12 & 13 Vict. c. 68 ; — 

{d) Registers of Births, Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials by 
British Chaplains at other places abroad than those mentioned 
above ; — 

{c) Registers of Marriages solemnized by British Consuls under 
the provisions of the Act 12 & 13 Vict. c. 68 ; — 

{(/) Registers of Births and Deaths kept by British Consuls or at 
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British Legations in accordance with Instructional Circulars 
issued from the Foreign Office. 

11. Registers and Certificates of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths of British Subjects in Foreign Countries and in 
British Colonies and Possessions, kept and made by various 
British, Foreign, and Colonial Authorities since 1801, and 
received through the Foreign and Colonial Offices. 

12. Registers of Marriages in India solemnized since ist Jan- 
uary, 1852, in the presence of Registrars, pursuant to 14 & 15 Vict. . 
c. 40. [Marriages solemnized by Clergymen of the Church of England 
are not included.] 

13. Duplicate Registers of Marriages performed by Chaplains 
in the Bengal Presidency since July, 1864, and in Bombay in 1867 
and 1868. (Indian Marriage Act, No. 5, 1865.) 

14. Registers of Marriages of British Subjects in the loNiAif 
Islands, solemnized between the years 186 1 and 1864, under the pro- 
visions of 23 & 24 Vict c. 86. This Act was repealed by 27 & 28 Vict 
c 77, passed on 29th July, 1864, on the relinquishment of the Protec- 
torate by Great Britain. 

[Certificates under the Seal of the General Register Office of the 
Marriages solemnized under 23 & 24 Vict, c 86, may be given, 
under that Act, from these Annual Returns forwarded by the 
Lord High Commissioner, or, under 27 & 28 Vict. c. 77, from 
the original Register of Marriages included among the Re- 
gisters No. 15.] 

15. Registers of Births, Baptisms, Marriages, Deaths, and 
Burials between the years 1818 and 1864, selected out of the Ionian 
Islands papers received into the Public Record Office from the 
Colonial Office in July and August, 1864, upoa the relinquishment of 
the Protectorate by Great Britain. 

[Among these there is the original Register Book of Marriages 
kept by the Lord High Commissioner of the Ionian Islands, 
pursuant to 23 & 24 Vict. c. 86. The Act 27 & 28 Vict c. 77, 
provides that Certified Copies of the Entries in this Book may 
be issued under the Seal of die General Register Office. 

With respect to other Marriages in the Ionian Islands, the two 
above-mentioned Acts contain clauses removing all doubts re- 
specting the validity of all Marriages contracted by British 
Subjects under the authoritv of any Warrant, Licence, or 
other Written Permission of the Lord High Commissioner 
prior to the passing of the first-mentioned Act, in whatever 
place and by whatever ceremony the same may have been 
solenmized.] 

16. Registers of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials by Army 
Chaplains in the Ionian Islands between the years 1816 and 1864, 
transmitted to the General Register Office, by the Secretary of State 
for War. 

[With the above were also received a Register of Baptisms and 
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Marriages at Vera, in Spain, and at St Jean de Luz and 
Toulouse, iD France, in the years 181 3 and 1814 ; a Register 
of Baptisms and Marriages at Wiliemstadt, Rosendaal, and 
Oudenbosch, in Dutch Brabant, and at Antwerp, during the 
years 1813, 1814, and 1815 ; and a Register of Births, Bap- 
tisms, and Marriages at various places in the North of France 
in the years 181 7 and 1818.] 

17. Registers of Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials of Mili- 
tary AND Civilians kept by Army Chaplains at the Military 
Stations at home and abroad, from 181 2 to 1870 ; namely at— 

{a). Stations in the Ionian Islands and other places in the 
Mediterranean. [Most of these Baptisms, Marriages, and 
Burials will be found also recorded in the original Regis- 
ters, No. 16.] 

(^). Other Stations at home and abroad. 

18. Calendars of the Grants of Probate and Letters of 
Administration made in the Principal Registry and in the several 
District Registries of Her Majesty's Court of Probate, from the nth 
January, 1858, pursuant to the Act 20 & 21 Vict. c. 77. 



CERTIFICATES. 



In the following Acts of Parliament it is enacted that Certificates of 
the Registers herein numbered i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, loa, loc, 12, and 14 
shall be issued under the Seal of the General Register Office, and that 
such Certificates shall be received as evidence of the Birth, Marriage, 
or Death to which they relate, without further or other proof of me 
entries, namely — 

6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, s. 38, which relates to Births, Deaths, and 

Marriages registered in England and Wales on and after 

1st July, 1837. (Registers Nos. i, 2, 3, and 4.) 
3 & 4 Vict. c. 92, s. 9, and 21 Vict. c. 25, s. 3, which relate to 

Non-Parochial Registers of Baptisms or Births, Burials or 

Deaths, and Marriages. (Registers No. 5.) 
12 & 13 Vict. c. 68, s. 18, which relates to Marriages solemnized 

by British Consuls in Foreign Countries. (Registers Nos. 8 

and loc.) 
14 & 15 Vict c 40, s. 22, which relates to Marriages solemnized 

in the presence of Registrars in India. (Registers No. 12.) 

21 & 22 Vict. c. 46, s. 2, which relates to Marriages solemnized 
in a Chapel belonging to the Russia Company at Moscow. 
(Registers No. loa.) 

22 & 23 Vict. c. 64, s. 2, which relates to Marriages solemnized 
in the British Chapel at Lisbon. (Registers No. loa.) 

23 & 24 Vict. c. 86, s. 6, and 27 & 28 Vict c. 77, s. 10, which 
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relate to Marriages of British Subjects in the Ionian Islands. 
(Registers No. 14.) 
30 & 31 Vict. c. 93, s. 2, which relates to Marriages solemnized 
at Morre Velho in Brazil. (Registers No. loa.) 



Copies of, or Extracts from, the Registers Nos. 6, 7, 9, io3, lod, 11, 
13* 15* i6» ^^^ 17 ^c issued, certified by the Registrar General or by 
an Officer of this Department. 



STATUTORY FEES. 

£ J. d. 
A General Search in the* Indexes • . . . i o o 

A Particular Search 010 

A Certificate of Birth, Death, or Marriage, &c. 026 
Inland Hevenue Stamp (33 & 34 Vict, c 97) .001 

General Register Office, 
Somerset House, 

March, 1874, 



INDEX. 



Abroad, registration of marriages solemnized, 85, 86 

Abstract of registers of births, deaths, and marriages to be sent to 

Local Government Board and laid before Parliament, 3 
Accidental errors in registers, correction of, 22 
Accounts to be made quarterly by Registrars, 1 1 ; on production 

whereof, guardians or overseers to pay fees to Registrars, 1 1 
Accretions from the sea, annexation of, to parishes, 59 
Action, special, for entering frivolous caveat against marriage, 5 1 
Acts, repeal of, 171 ; table of those repealed, 175 
Administration of oaths, authority for, 67 
Admiralty, definition of, 163 

Admiralty Court, use of non-parochial registers in evidence in, 8I 
Advertisement of dismissal of officer of union, 6 
Advertisement of registry of place of worship for solemnizing mar- 
riages, 40 ; of revocation of licence to chapel, 49 ; of cancelling 

certificate for place of worship, 100 
Advertisement of union of register districts, 61 ; of division of districts, 

61 ; of alteration of districts, 152 
Alteration of name of child, registration of, 142 
Alteration of districts of Registrars, 151 ; what compensation to be 

given, 152 
Alteration of registers of births and deaths, what allowed, 159 
Annexation of extra-parochial places, 59 ; of accretions from the sea, 

59 ; of sea shore, 59 ; of river banks, 59 
Annual abstract of registers to be sent to Local Government Board and 

laid before Parliament, 3 
Appeal against summary conviction, 25 ; notice of, 25 ; conviction or 

adjudication thereon not to be quashed for want of form, or removed 

by certiorari or otherwise, 25 
Appeal to Registrar General against refusal of Superintendent Regis- 
trar to grant licence or certificate for marriage, 37 
Appeal to archbishop against license of chapel for marriages, 48 
Appointed fee, meaning of the term, 169 
Appointment of Registrar General, 2 ; of assistant to act during his 

illness, 62 ; of officers, clerks, and servants for General Register. 

Office, 2 
Appointment of Registrars of Births and Deaths, 4 
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Appointment of temporary Registrars and Superintendent Registrlers, 8 
Appointment of Superintendent Registrar for united dktrict, 60 
Appointment of Registrars, lapse of, on n^lect of guardians to ap- 
point, 62 
Appointment of Registrars of Marriages, 39, 117 ; of Deputy Registrars 

of Marriages, 118 
Appointment of Deputy Superintendent Registrar, 153 ; of interim 

Re^strar, 154 
Appomtments, what to be exempt from stamp duty, 9 
Archbishop, appeal to, against bishop's license of chapel for marriages, 

48 
Archbishop of Canterbury, saving of right of, to grant special licence 

for marriage, 31 
Assemblies for religious worship, exemptions of, 93 
Assistant, to act for Registrar General during iUness, 62 
Asylum, registration of death of lunatic in, 144 
Attendance of Registrars and deputies at their offices, 155 ; form of 

return as to, 185 
Attestation of marriage register, 13, 14, 45 ; in foreign countries, %K 
Attestation of declarations to accompany notice of marriage, 106 ; torm 

of, 125 

Bank of river, annexation of, to adjoining parish, 59 

Banns may be published in licensed cha^^, 68 ; how to be published 
when parties reside in different districts, 68 

Banns, notice and Registrar's certificate may take place of, 69 

Banns, certificate of proclamation of, in Scotland, 113 

Banns, bishop may authorize publication of, in extra-parochial place, 
129 

Baptisms, registers of. Registration Act not to affect, 25 ; saving of 
rights of minister to fees for performing, 26 

Baptized child, who to sign certificate for registry of name of, 143 ; 
form of Certificate, 172 

Births, deaths, and marriages, annual abstract of, to be sent to Local 
Government Board, and laid before Parliament, 3 

Births, quarterly certificates of registration of, to be sent to Superin- 
tendent Registrar, 14 

Births, proof of, 18, 164 

Births, form of register of, 27 

Births, place of, how to be entered in register, 58 

Births, information concerning, to be given to Registrar, 138 ; requisi- 
tion of information, when it is not given voluntarily within forty- 
two days from the birth, 139; when to be registered gratis, 140 ; 
how to be registered after lapse of three months, 140 ; how, pf*er 
twelve months, 141 ; how, in case of removal of person giving 
information, 141 ; how, in case of illegitimate child, 142 

Birdis, school-boards, and inspectors and managers of schools, how to 
obtain particulars as to, 156 

Births, certificate of registration of, 156 

Births, penalty on Registrar for not registering, 158 
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Birllis at sea, registration of, 160 ; particulars to be registered, 174 ; 

registration of name of child, 143 
Bishops may license chapels for marriages in populous places, 46 ; and 

may revoke the licences, 49 
Bishops may authorize publication of banns in extra-parochial places, 

129 
Board of Guardians : see Guardians, 
Board of Trade, definition of, 163 ; may direct mode of making returns 

as to births and deaths at sea, 160 
Body, dead, found not in a house, information to be given to Registrar 

respecting, 145 ; notice that coffin contains more than one, 150 
Body of deceased child not to be buried as if still-bom, 149 
Books, &c., to be transferred on removal of Registrar, 10 ; or on union of 

districts, 60 ; for entries of births, deaths, and marriages, to be pro- 
vided, 10 ; for births and deaths, to be fiumished to Superintendent 

Registrars, 11 ; for marriages, to whom to be furnished, 12 
Books to be kept for notices of marriage, 34 
Borrowing money, by guardians, to provide register offices, 63 
Boxes for registers to be provided, 9 ; at the expense of common fund 

of union, 158 ; to be transferred on removal of Registrar, 10 ; or on 

union of districts, 60 
British Consul : see Consul, 
British Jews, marriage register books for, 121 
Buildings for marriage, see Place of Worships Solemnization oj Mar- 

riages. 
Burial board, forgery of seal of, 22 
Burial, coroner may authorize, on inquest, 148 
Burial of still-bom children, 149 ; medical certificate, declaration, or 

coroner's order to be produced on the- burial, 149 ; of deceased 

children as if still-bom, 149; penalty, 150 
Burial service, penalty for not giving notice on performing, without 

coroner's order or Registrar's certificate, 149 
Burials, penalty for injuring register of, 21 
Burial, registration of. Registration Act not to affect, 25 

Cancellation of record of certification for place of worship, 100 
Cancellation of registry of place of worship for marriages, 41 
Captain of ship, duties of, as to registration of births and deaths at 

sea, 160 
Catholic, Roman : see Rotnan Catholic, 
Cause of death, registration of, 143 ; certificates of, 150, 151 
Caveat against grant of marriage licence, 36 ; liability of persons vex- 
atiously entering, 51 ; Registrar General's certificate is evidence of 
frivolous grounds, 58 
Celebration of marriages : see Solemnization of Marriages, 
Ceremony of marriage, form of, 42 ; indorsement on notice of mar- 
riage as to, 71 ; form of indorsement, 72, 73 
Ceremony of Church of England-, when to be used for marriages, 115 
Ceremony, religious, not tp be used at Registry Office, 116 
Certificate, form of, on copy of register of births or deaths, 30 
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Certificate for registration of name of child, 142, 143 ; forms of, 145, 

172 ; minister or other person to sign, 143 
Certificate, medical, that child was still-bom, 149 
Certificate of birth having been registered,' 156 ; fee for, 156 
Certificate of cause of death, forms of, to be given to medical practi- 
tioners, 150; how to be filled up and entered, 151; penalty for 
neglect, 151 ; not required after an inquest, 151 
Certificate, coroner's, of error in register of death, 159 
Certificate as to births or deaths, penalty for forging or falsifying, 166 ; 

they may be sent by post, 166 
Certincate of death and particulars, to be sent to Registrar by coroner 

after inquest, 147 
Certificate of death of lunatic, form of, 144 

Certificate of death of medical practitioner, to whom to be sent, 144 
Certificate for marriage, by licence or otherwise, forms of, how to be 
distinguished, 34 ; forbidding issue of, 35 ; caveat against issue of, 
36 ; appeal against Superintendent Registrar's refusal of, 37 ; to be 
delivered up on solemnization of the marriage, 38 ; unduly issuing, is 
felony, 52 ; may be used in place of publication of banns, 69 ; how, 
where parties reside out of district in which marriage is to be solem- 
nized, 71 ; saving in case of Quakers or Jews, 72 
Certificate for marriage in India, 88 ; in Ireland, lit 
Certificate for marriage without licence, when and how to be issued, 
and what particulars to be stated therein, 108 ; fee for, 108 ; form 
of, 126 
Certificate for marriage by licence, 114 ; fee for, 114 ; form of, 126 
Certificate of proclamation of banns in Scotland instead of Superin- 
tendent Registrar's certificate, 113 
Certificate to be annexed to copy of entries in marriage register book, 

45 ; form of, 54 
Certificate of frivolous caveat to be evidence, 58 
Certificate of use of building for place of worship, 39 
Certificate tl^t place of worship is certified and recorded, 102 
Certificates, collection of, by Registrars, 67 ; list of those receivable in 

evidence, 203 
Certification of registered biiilding, proof of, when unnecessary, 119 
Certification, want of, when not to affect validity of marriage, 1 19 
Ciertified copies of registers of births and deaths to be sent quarterly to 

Superintendent Registrar, 14 ; penalty for neglect, 14 
Certified copies of registers of marriages, 15 ; penalty for neglect, 15 
Certified copies of all registers to be sent to General Register Ofl5ce, 
' 16 ; fees for sending such copies, 16 ; to be riven by Registrars, &c., 
on application and payment of fee, 16, 18 ; to be stamped with 
penny stamp, 17 ; penalty for falsif3ring, 22 
Certified copies of entries in marriage register books to be sent to 

Superintendent Registrar, 45, 65 ; penalty for not sending,. 66 
Certified copies, clergymen may send them to a Registrar instead, 67 ; 

collection of them by Registrars, 67 
Certified copies, extracts from, how to be obtained by the public, 
157 
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Certified copies of- registry of birth, how to be obtained by school 
boards, inspectors and managers of schools, 156 

Certified copies of entries in register books of births and deaths, public 
may obtain at Superintendent Registrar's office, 157 

Certified extracts from non-parochial registers, how to be used in evi- 
dence, 79-82 

Certified extracts from returns of certified places of worship, 123 

Certified places of worship of Dissenters, registration of, 92, 96 ; of 
Roman Catholics, 96 ; of Jews, 97 ; how to be recorded, 97, 98 ; 
fee for certificate, 98 ; notice of disuse of, 98 ; list of, to be printed, 
99 ; cancellation of record of certification, 100 ; exemption of, from 
"Charitable Trusts Act, 1853," 100; Act not affect churches of 
Established Church, loi ; evidence of certification, 102 ; marriages 
not invalid ;by reason of place being uncertified, 103 ; form of cer- 
tificate, 103 ; form of certificate of disuse of place, 104 ; searches 
in returns of, 122 ; fees, 123 

Certifying Dissenters* places of worship to bishop, &c., discontinued, 
91, 96 

Certiorari, conviction not to be removed by, 2$ 

Change of surname, 107 

Chapels in populous places may be licensed for marriages by bishop, 
40 ; appeal against licence, 48 ; revocation of licence, 49 ; appro- 
priation of fees, 47 ; provisions as to marriages in parish churches to 
extend to marriages in such chapels, 48; option to parties to be 
married in parish church, 48 ; lists of licensed chapels to be sent to 
Registrar General, 50 ; to be printed, 50 ; publication of banns in 
licensed chapels, 68 ; notice to be placed in, 68 ; residence of parties 
married in, 68 

Charitable Trusts Act, 1853, exemption of certified places of worship 
from, 100 

Charity Commissioners, applications to, 100 

Child, deceased, not to be buried as if still-bom, 149 ; penalty for 
representing as still-bom, 166 

Child, new bom, found exposed, 139 ; registration of name of, or of 
alteration of name, 142 ; certificate of name, 143, 172 

Child, still-born, burial of, 149 

Church : see Place of Worship. 

Church of England, form of register of marriage in, 13 ; what consent 
required for marriage in, 115 

Circular of Registrar General as to Registration Act, 1874, 182 

Clergyman : see Minister, 

Clerical errors in register of births and deaths, correction of, 159 

Clerk of licensed chapel to receive fees for marriages, 47 

Clerk to guardians, right of, to be appointed Superintendent Registrar, 
4, 5 ; how when there are more clerks than one, 62 ; how in case of 
united districts, 60; of divided district, 61 ; disqualification of, when 
dismissed from office, 6 

Clerk to guardians, notice of marriage not to be transmitted to, 105 

Clerks, &c., for general register office, appointment and salaries of, 2 ; 
regulations as to their duties, how to be made, 3 

P 
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Coffin containing more than one body, notice to be given as to, 150 ; 

penalty for neglect, 150- 
Commissioners of the Treasury : see Treasury 
Commissions for inquiring as to non-parochial registers, 74* I3<^ 
Common fund, what included in term, 169 ; of union, fees for regis^ 

tration of births and deaths in workhouse to be charged on, 12 
Common poor fund, registration fees in Metropolitan district, to \it 

repaid from, 12 
Compensation on alteration of Registrars' districts, 152 
Concealing copies of registers, 23 
Confirmation of marriages, in previously registered places of worship, 

103 ; table of Acts for, 179 
Congr^ation, on removal of, new place of worship may be registered 

for solemnizing marriages, 41 
Congregations for religious worship, exemptions of, 93 
Consent of minister, owner, etc., to solemnization of marriage in 

registered building, 42, 115 ; of patron to bishop's licence of chapel 

for marriages, 40 ;* of archbishop to revocation of such licence, 

49 
Consent to marriage by licence, 35 ; to marriage of minor, declaration as 

to, 106 ; proof of, unnecessary to establish validity of marriage, 
119 

Constables, Regbtrars exempt from serving as, 63 

Consul to register marriages in foreign countries, 85 ; to transmit 
registers annually to Secretary of State, 85 ; to be deemed a Regis- 
trar, 86 

Consular officer, definition of, 163 

Constructive situation of Superintendent Registrar's office, 7, 61 ; of 
workhouse, 12 

Conviction, appeal against, 25 ; not to be removed by certiorari, 25 ; 
nor quashed for want of forms, 25 

Copies, certified : see Certified copies. 

Copies of public documents to be evidence, 19 ; of registers of marriages 
in India, 88 

Copy of register of births or deaths, form of certificate, 30 ; of entries 
in marriage register book to be sent to Superintendent Registrar, 45 ; 
of entries in marriage register, form of certificate to, 54 

Coroner to send certificate to Registrar after inquest, 147 ; may 
authorize burial of body, on inquest, 148 ; notice to be given on per- 
forming burial service without such order, 149 ; penalty f6r neglect, 
149 ; order of, when to be produced on bunal of child as still-bom, 
149 

Coroner may give certificate of error in register, 159 

Corporate offices, exemption of R^strars from, 63 

Correction of errors in register, 22, 159 

Cost of marriage notice book, 34 ; of prosecutions by Superintendent 
Registrar, 153 ; of raster of&ce, 7 ; of strong room, etc., for 
deposit of registers, 7 

Counterfeit sealB, etc., penalty for using, 20, 22, 78 

Counterfeiting entries in non-parochial register, penalty, 78 
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County Lunatic Asylum, registration of death of patient in, 144 
Court of Summary Jurisdiction, definition of, 170 
Criminal cases, use of non-parochial registers in evidence in, 82 
Curate : see Minister, 

Custody of marriage registers of Quakers and Jews, 15 ; of parish 
register, who to have, 19, 20 

Dead body, found not in a house, information as to, 145 

Death, and cause of, how to be registered, ii, 143 ; form of register, 

28 ; place of, how entered, 58 
Death, quarterly certificates of registration of, to be sent to Superinten- 
dent Registrar, 14 . 
Death, medical certificate of cause of, 150, 151 ; certificate of finding 

of jury may be given instead, 151 ; penalty for failing to deliver to 

Registrar, 151 
Death, information of, when and by whom to be given, 144, 145 ; how, 

when preliminary notice is given, 146 ; how, when default is made in 

giving information, 146 ; not to be required where inquest is held, 

148. 
Death, when to be registered gratis, 147 ; when it may be registered 

after lapse of twelve months, 147 
Death of lunatic, statement respecting, 143, 144 ; forms of certificate of, 

144 
Death of pauper in workhouse, duty of master in case of, 144 
Deaths, returns as to, to be sent to Local Government Board, and laid 

before Parliament, 3; to be transmitted by registrars to sanitary 

authorities, 155 
Deaths, penalty on registrar for not registering, 158 
Deaths at sea, registration of, 160 ; particulars to be registered, 174 
Declaration of " no impediment" to marriage, 42, 106 
Declaration, when to be made by person giving information of birth, 

141 ; when to be produced on burial of chHd as still-born, 149 ; 

as to births or deaths, penalty for forging or falsifying, 166 
Defacing register, penalty, 21 
Deputy Registrar, duties of, how to be regulated, 3 ; may be elected a 

guardian, 6 
Deputy Registrar, when to attest declarations accompanying notices of 

marriage, 106; how appointed, 118 
Deputy Registrar to have offices and stations, 154 
Deputy Superintendent Registrar, appointment of, 153 ; to be interim 

Registrar, 154 
Destroying register, penalty, 21 ; non-parochial raster, 78 
Diocese, Registrar of, to send list of licensed chapels to R^strar General, 

SO 
Dismissal of officers of unions, etc., or disqualification from acting under 

6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 86, 6 ; of Registrar or Superintendent Registrar to 

be published, 6 
Disqualification from acting under Registration Act, dismissal from 

office in a union, etc., is, 6 
Dissenters' places of worship, registration of, 91, 96 ; how to be recorded, 

P 2 
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97f 98 ; fee for certificate, 98 ; notice of disuse^ 98 ; list of, to be 

printed, 99 
D. strict church, fee to minister for r^stering marriage in, 66 
Districts of chapels licensed for marriages, to be specified, 46 
Districts of Registrars, how to be formed, 3 ; several may be united, 6 ; 

may be divided, 61 ; temporary districts, 8 ; extra-parochial places 

may be included in, 58 
Districts of Registrars, alteration of, 151 ; what compensation may be 

awarded 152 ; to be called sub-districts, 152 
Districts of Superintendent Registrars, union of, 59, 152 
Disuse of certified place of worship, notice of, 98 ; form of certificate 

of, 104 
Division of unions, etc., into separate R^strar's districts, 61 
Dominions, Her Majesty's, definition of, 163 
Dues on marriages in licensed chapels, appropriation of, 47 
Duplicate marriage registers to be kept, 13 : fee for making, 66 
Duplicates of marriage registers to be sent to Superintendent Registrar, 

15 ; penalty for neglect, 15 
Duties of Registrar General, officers, clerks, servants, etc., regulations 

as to, how to be made, 3 

Ecclesiastical Courts, use of non-parochial registers in evidence in, 81 
Entries, accounts of, to be made quarterly by Registrars, 1 1 ; fees for, 

to be paid by guardians, 1 1 : scale of fees for, 1 1 ; fees for, how to be 

charged in unions, 12 
Entries, correction of erroneous, 22, 159 ; in marriage notice book, 34, 

107 ; fee for making, 34, 107 
Entries in register books, 44 ; copies of, to be sent to Superintendent 

Registrar, 45, 65 ; fee to clergyman, for making in duplicate, 66 ; 

penalty for neglect to send, 66 ; they may be sent to Registrar instead, 

67 
Entries of cause of death in register, 151 
Entries in registers of births and d^ths, how copies obtained by public, 

157 

Errors in registers, correction of, 22, 159 

Establishment of General Register Office, 2 

Evidence, sealed or stamped certificates of registry to be received in, 
18 ; of public documents, 19 ; of birth, 18 ; of marriage, 19, 45 ; of 
marriage, what not required, 1 19 ; list of certificates receivable in, 
188 

Evidences of marriage in India, 88 ; transmission of, to England, 88 

Evidence of validity of marriage of Quakers, 135 

Evidence of r^stration of chapel for solemnization of marriages, 40 

Evidence that caveat was entered vexatiously. Registrar General's certi- 
ficate is, 58 

Evidence as to statements in marriage notice, not to be required in 
case of marriage out of district where parties reside, 71 ; non- 
parochial registers receivable in, 77 — 82, 132 ; rules as to their 
reception, 82 

Evidence of certification of place of Worship, 102 
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Evidence of birth or death, when register is to be, 164 

Exemptions from stamp duty, certificates of registry, 17 

Excessive fees, persons taking, 1 7 

Exchequer, fees to be paid into, 20, 78 

Exemption of appointments and copies of registers from stamp duty, 9, 
1 7 ; of Registrars from parochial and corporate offices, 63 ; of certified 
places of worship from Charitable Trusts Act, 1853, 100 

Expenses of Act for certifying places of religious worship, 102 

Expenses of register office, 158; in united unions, 158 

Extracts from registers, 16 ; fees for, 16; to be stamped, 17 ; exemp- 
tions from stamp duty, 17 

Extracts may be made from non-parochial registers, 77 ; penalty for 
certifying false, 78 ; to be stamped, 78 ; to be received in evidence, 
79 ; form of, 79 i may be used in courts of law, &c., on notice given, 
79—82 

Extracts from returns of certified places of worship, 123 ; fees, 123 

Extra-parDchial places may be included in Registrars' districts,* 58, 59 ; 
annexation of, 59 ; to be deemed parishes for certain purposes, 128 ; 
publication of banns in, 129 ; marriage registers for, 129 

False certificates, penalty for giving, 22, 166 

False declaration as to residence of parties to be married, penalty, 72 ; 
to accompany notice of marriage, penalty for making, 107 ; to procure 
marriage, penalty, 119 ; as to birtns or deaths, penalty, 21, 166 

False description of party in marriage licence, 36 

False entries in non-parochial register, penalty for making, 78, 132 

False seals, &c., penalty for using, 20 

False statements or information as to births, deaths, or marriages, 
penalties, 20, 21, 22, 165 

Father of illegitimate child, when name of, to be entered in register, 142 ; 
notice of name and abode of, to be given on burial of child in same 
coffin with another body, 150 

Fees for entries, to be paid to Registrars by guardians, 1 1 ; scale of, 
II V how to be charged in unions, 12 ; for registration of births and 
deaths in workhouse, 12 ; in metropolitan district, 12 ; for registra- 
tion of marriages, 13 

Fees for certified copies of registers sent to General Register Office, 16^; 
for certified copies of registers given to the public, 16 ; for ** general 
search," 17, 18, 189 : persons tsScing improper fees to refund, 17 ; who 
may be sued for recovery of such fees, 17 ; fees to be paid into 
Exchequer, 20 

Fees for performing baptism, saving of right of minister to, 26 

Fees for making entries in marriage notice-book, 34, 107 ; for certificate 
for marriage without licence, 108 ; for marriage by licence, 114 ; for 
licence for marriage, 115 

Fees for registerinjp^ place of worship for solemnizing marriages, 40 

Fees to Registrar for marriage, 44 

Fees to incumbent or clerk of registered church or chapel, appro- 
priation of, 47 ; to clergymen for entries in marriage-register books, 
66 ' 
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Fees for search of non-parochial register, 77, 132 ; how to be accounted 
for, 78, 132 

Fees for certificate for place of worship of Dissenters and others, 92, 
98 ; for certificate of snch certification, IQ2 ; for searches in returns 
of certified places of worship,. 123 

Fees, when to be charged for registering birth, 140, 141 ; for r^;istering 
name of child, 143 ; for certificates for registry of child's name, 143 ; 
when to be charged for r^stering death, 147 

Fees to Superintendent Registrars and Registrars, 155 ; table of fees, 
173 ; how recoverable, 155 

Fees for returns by Registrar to sanitary authority, as to deaths, 156 ; for 
certificates of birth for purposes of school bosuxls and public elemen- 
tary schools, 156 ; for certificates of birth, haying been registered, 
156 ; for searches of indexes of register books, 157; for certain cor- 
rections of register, 159. 

Fees, statutory, list of, 204 

Felony to solemnize a marriage which would be void, 38 ; to solem- 
nize marriage unlawfully, 51 ; to issue certificate for marriage unlaw- 
fully, 52 

Finding of coroner's jury to be sent to Registrar, 148 

Fines : see Penalty. 

Fireproof repositories for register books, Ij8 

Fleet Prison, records of baptisms and mamages at, 83 

Forbidding issue of Superintendent Registrsu^s certificate for marriage, 

35 
Forbidding mamage, 35, 36 ; by false declaration, penalty, 119 

Foreign countries, registration of marriages in, 85 

Foreign-going ship, meaning of, 163 

Forfeiture of property acquired through fraudulent marriage, 119 

Forfeitures : see Penalty, 

Forgery of seal, signature, etc., to documents, 20 ; of seal of register 

office or burial board, 22 ; of entries m register, 22 ; in non-parochial 

register, 78, 132 
Forging or falsifying certificates, declarations, or orders as to births or 

deaths, 166 
Form, conviction or adjudication not to be quashed, and warrant of 

commitment not to be void, for want of, 25 
Form of register of births, 27 ; of deaths, 28 ; of marriages, 29 
Form for registration of marriages, to whom to be furnished, 13 
Form of marriage ceremony, indorsement on notice of marriage as to, 

71 ; form of such indorsement, 72, 73 
Form of certificates for marriage by licence, or otherwise, 34 
Form of certificate to copy of entries in marriage register, 54 
Form of extracts from non-parochial registers, 79, 132 
Form of* certificate for place of worship, 103 ; of certificates of disuse of 

such place, 104 
Form of notice of marriage, 107, 124 ; of declarations therein, 125 ; in 

Ireland, no 
Form of certificate for marriage in Ireland, in ; of licence for marriage, 

114 t 
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Form of certificate for registry of child's name, 143 

Form of indexes, of register books, 157 

Form of return as to proposed attendances and stations, 185 

Forms relating to registration of births and deaths, what to be used, 

167 ; powers of Local Government Board and Registrar General to 

alter, 167 
Foundlings, information to be given as to, 139 
Fraudulent marriage, forfeiture of property acquired through, 119 
Fraudulently altering register, penalty, 22 
Friends, Society of : see Quc^grs, 
Frivolous grounds, entering caveat against marriage on, 51 ; Registrar 

General's certificate of, to be evidence, 58 
Funeral : see Burial, 

General register office to be provided, 2 ; appointment of officers, 
clerks, and servants for, 2 

General register office, certified copies of registers to be sent to, 
by Supenntendent Registrars, 16 ; fees for such copies, 16 ; indexes 
of registers to be kept at, 18 ; seal of the office, 18 ; deposit of non- 
parochial registers in, 75, Z31, 132 ; place of such deposit to be 
branch office, 76 ; list of registers and records at, 200 

General register office may be established whenever the treasury think 
fit, 89 

General search of registers, fee for, 17, 18, 189; meaning of, 167 

Governor General of India, powers of, with regard to registration of 
marriages, 87 

Guardians, to form Registrar's Districts, 3 ; clerk to, may be Super- 
intendent Registrar, 4, 5 ; qualification of, 4 ; how when there are 
more clerks than one, 62 ; Deputy Registrars may be elected as, 6 ; 
to provide register offices for each union, 6 ; may borrow money 
for the purpose, 63 ; how if they neglect to provide offices, 64 j to 
pay fees for entries to Registrars, 1 1 ; how such fees are to be charged 
in unions, 12 

Guardians, neglect of, to appoint Regbtrars, 62 

Guardians, notice of marriage not to be read or published before, 105 ; 
in Ireland, notice of marriage to be read before them, 1 1 1 

Guardians of unions under Local Acts to provide register offices, 

157 
Guardians, definition of, 169 

Guardians : see also Clerk to Guardians, 

Her Majesty's dominions, definition of, 163 

Hindrance to marriage, declaration that there is none, 42, 106 

Hospital, registration of death of lunatic in, 143 

Hours of attendance of Registrar to be placed on door of his office. 

House, meaning of, 169 ; who to give information of death in, 144 

Identification of non-parochial registers, 76 

Illegitimate child, information as to birth of, 142 ; burial of body 
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of, in one coffin with that of another person, notice to be given, 
150 
Impediment to marriage, declaration that there is none, 42, 106 
Incorporation of Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 170 
Indexes of rasters to be kept, 18^ 157 ; search to be allowed, 

18, 157 
India, registration of mamages in, 87, 88 ; territories included in, 88 
Indictment for felony, for what offences, 21, 22 ; of clergyman for 

refusing to marry, 33 
Indictments, limitation of, 168 

Indorsement on notice of marriage, 71 ; form of, 72, 73 
Information as to births, when to be given to Registrar, 138 ; requisi- 
tion of, when not given, 139 ; as to 'new-bom child found exposed, 
139 ; removal of person required to give, 141 ; how, in case of ille- 
gitimate child, 142 
Information as to deaths, when and by whom to be given, 144, 145 ; 
notice preliminary to, 146 ; default in giving, 146 ; not to be 
required where inquest is held, 148 ; may l^ sent by post, 166 
Information, false, penalty for giving, 21, 165 
Injuring register books, penalty for, 21 ; non-parochial registers, 78 ; 

registers of births and deaths, 158 
Inland Revenue Stamp on certificate of birth, death, or marriage, 189 
Inmate of house, when to give information of death therein, 145 
Inquest, certificate to be sent by coroner to Registrar alter, 147 ; coroner 

may authorize burial of body on, 148 
Inquest on still-bom child, coroner's order for burial after, 149 
Inquest, certificate of finding of jury, instead of medical certificate of 

cause of death to be given to Registrars after, 151 
Inspectors of schools, how to obtain particulars as to birth of child, 156 
Interlocutory proceedings, use of non-parochial registers in evidence on, 

81 
Interim Registrar, who to be, 154 

Invalidity of marriages unduly solemnized in certain cases, 53 
Ireland, notice of marriage without licence, where one party resides in, 
109 ; form of notice of marriage in, 1 10 ; marriage in, where one 
party resides in England, 1 12 
Irish Marriage Acts, 180 
Irish subject, being parent of child bom at sea, or dying at sea, return 

to be sent to Registrar General for Ireland, 161 
Iron boxes for register books, 9, 158 

Jews, marriage register books for, to whom to be furnished, 12 ; form 
of marriage register for, 13; marriages of, may be according to 
their own usages, 32 ; notice of marriage of, to be given to Super- 
intendent Registrar, 32 ; exemption of, from restrictions as to residence 
of parties to be married, 72 

Jews, marriages of, solemnized before 1837 in England, or 1845 in 
Ireland, declared valid, 84 ; registration of places of worship of, 97 ; 
record of places of worship, 97, 98 ; fee for certificate, 98 ; marriage 
of, by licence, 120 
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Jews, British, marriage register books to be furnished for, 121 
Juries, Registrars exempt from serving on, 63 
Jury, coroner's : see Inquest, 

Keys of register boxes, who are to keep, 9 ; to be transferred on 

removal of Registrar, 10 ; on upion of districts, 60 
King's Bench Prison, records of baptisms and marriages at, 83 

Liability to indictment for felony, 21, 22 ; of clergyman refusing to 
marry, 33 

Licence by bishop for solemnization of marriages in chapels in populous 
places, 46 ; duty on, 46 ; appeal against, 48 ; revocation of such 
licence, 49 

Licence for marriage, saving of right of archbishop to issue special, 31 ; 
and of rights of surrogates and others to grant, 31 

Licence for marriage, Superintendent Registrar may issue, 35, 36 ^ how 
he is to issue, 114 ; form of, 114, 127 ; fee for, 115 ; duty on, 35 ; 
returns to be made as to, 36 ; party described by false name in, 36 ; 
penalty for unduly issuing, 59 ; caveat against issue of, 36 ; vexatious 
caveat against, 51 ; appeal against Superintendent Registrar's re- 
fusal of, 37 ; notice of the marriage not to be suspended in Superin- 
tendent Registrar's office, 109 ; issue of certificate by Superintendent 
Registrar, 1 14 ; fee to Registrar on marriage before him, 44 ; how in 
district in which neither party resides, 116, 117 

Licence, marriage without : see Marriage without Licence. 

Licence for marriage in district in which neither party resides, 1 16, 
117 ; for marriage of Quakers and Jews, 120 

Licence for marriage in Ireland where one party resides in England, 
112 

Licensed chapels, how licensed, 46 ; duty on licence, 46 ; appeal 
against licence, 48 ; revocation of licence, 49 ; lists of, to be sent to 
Registrar General, 50 ; lists to be printed, 50 ; publication of banns 
in, 68 ; notice to be placed in, 68 ; places of residence of parties 
married in, 68 

Licensed house, registration of death of lunatic in, 143 

Lieutenants of counties to be furnished with information as to men 
liable to serve in militia, 94 

Limitation of prosecutions and indictments, 53, 72, 168 

List of registers and records at General Register Office^ 185 

Lists of non-parochial registers, 76, 77, 132 

Lists of Dissenters' places of worship, 92 

Lists of certified places of worship to be printed, 99 

Lists of Registrars to be kept at workhouses and police stations, 155 

Lists of births and deaths at sea, 160 

Loans may be raised by guardians to provide register office, 63 

Local Government Board to regulate duties of officers, 3 ; annual ab- 
stract of roisters to be sent to, 3 ; see also Poor Law Commissioners. 

Local Government Board Act, 177 

Locality of Superintendent Registrar's office, constructive situation of, 
7, 61 ; of workhouse, 12 
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Log-book, birth or death at sea to be entered in, l6o 

London Gazette, legistxy of place of worship f<Nr solemnizing marriages 
to be advertised in, 40 ; revocation of licence to chapel to be adv^r- 
tised in, 49 ; advertisement of union of register districts in, 61 ; of 
division of districts, 61 ; of cancellation of certificate for place of 
worship, 100 ; of orders of Local Government Board and R^;istrar 
General, 167 

Lords of the Treasury : see Treasury, 

Losing register books, penalty for, 21, 158 

Lunatic, r^istration of death o^ 143, 144 

Managers of schoc^ how to obtain particulars as to birth of child, 

156 
Mandamus will not lie to Registrar to erase finaudulent entry of birth. 

Margin of register of births and deaths, correction of errors by entry in, 

159 
Marriage ceremony, how to be conducted, 31, 42, 115 ; use of Welsh 

language at, 65 ; witnesses at, 42 ; indorsement on notice cX. mar- 

' riage as to, 71 ; form of indorsement, 72, 73 

Marriage ceremony of church may be used idter marriage at registry 
office, 115 

Marriage Confirmation Acts, table of, 179 

Marriage, evidence of, 19, 45 ; penalty for unduly solemnizing, 38, 51, 
57 ; and for unduly issuing certificate, 52 ; marriages unduly solem- 
nized, when to be void, 53 ; in uncertified place of worship declared 
valid, 103 ; fraudulently procuring, penalty, 119 ; property acquired 
thereby, to be forfeited, 119; i^dity of, not impaired by n<Mi- 
observance of certain proidsions of Registration Acts, 1 19 

Marriage in foreign countries, how to be r^;istqred by British Consul, 
85 ; in India, registration of, 87, 88 

Marriage licences, 35, 114 ; archbishop may issue special, 31 ; saving 
of right of surrogate or other person to issue, 31 : see also Licence 
Jinr Marriage; Marriage by Licence, 

Marriage may be contracted at Superintendent Registrar's office, 43 ; 
fees to Registrar in such case, 44 ; chapels in popidous places may be 
licensed by bbhop for solemnizing, 46 ; appeal against such licence, 
48 ; revocation of licence, 49 ; transmission of registers on such re- 
vocation, 49 

Marriage, notice of, when to be given to Superintendent Registrar, 33 ; 
to be kept in book, 34 ; cost of book, 34 ; mode of making entries 
therein, 107 ; marriage not to be solemnized until twenty-one dasrs 
after notice entered, except in case of licence, 37 ; notice becomes void 
after three months, 38 ; meaning of " notice," 57 ; notice and R^s* 
trar's certificate may stand inst^d of banns, 31, 69 ; issue of certifi* 
cate of, restricted with reference to residence of parties, 71 ; not to 
be read or published before guardians, nor transmitted to their derk, 
105 ; form of, 107, 124; fee for entering, 107; when to be exposea 
in Superintendent Registrar's office, 108, 109 ; form of notice, 124 ; 
- to whom to be given where parties reside in different districts, 109 ; 
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particulars to be inserted in sach case, 109 ; certificate of, loS, 114 ; 
form of certificate, 126 

Marriage, notice of, form to be used in Ireland, 1 10 ; to be read before 
guardians, iii ; how where one party resides in England, 112 

Marriage by licence, notice of i see Marriage, Notice of; Certificate for, 
how issued, 114 ; form of certificate, 34 ; fee for certificate, 114 ; for- 
bidding issue thereof, 35 ; what consent required, 35 ; to whom 
certificate to be delivered at the marriage, 38 ; the licences may be 
granted by Superintendent Registrar, 35, 36 ; how they are to be 
issued, 114; form, 114, 127 ; fee, 115 ; duty, 35 ; caveat may be 
lodged against the issue, 36; fiivolous caveat, 51 ; Registrar General's 
certificate to be evidence of firivolous caveat, 58 ; refusal to grant 
licence, 37 ; appeal against refusal, 37 ; fee to Registrar for marriage 
at his office, 44 ; licence in district in which neither party resides, 
1 16, 117 : see further Licence for Marriage, 

Marriage without licence, notice of: see Marriage, Notice of Notice 
to be suspended in Superintendent R^strar's office, 108 ; form of 
notice, 107, 124 ; issue of Superintendent Registrar's certificate, 108 ; 
fee, 108 ; form of certificate, 34, 126 ; how where one party resides 
in Ireland, 109 ; fee to Registrar for marriage at his office, 44 

Marriage Registers, books for, to whom to be furnished, 12 ; registers 
to be kept in duplicate, 13; forms for registration of, i3;^efor- 
r^stration, 13 ; attestation of register, 13, 14, 45 ; form of register, 
29 ; to be kept by Registrar, 44 ; to whom to be delivered in case of 
licensed chapel, or revocation of licence, 49 ; cost of, 45 ; attested 
entries in, 45 ; copies of, to be sent quarterly to Superintendent 
Registrar, 45 ; to what dates copies are to be made up, 65 ; form of 
certificates to copies of entries, 54 ; fee to clergyman for making 
register in duplicate, 65 ; to be furnished to British Consuls abroad, 
85 ; in India, 87 ; marriage in church after marriage at Registry Office 
not to be entered in, 116 ; to be furnished for British Jews, 121 ; for 
extra-parochial place, 129 

Marriage of member of Royal Family exempt from provisions of ** Act 
for Marriages in England," 54 

Marriage of minors, declaration of consent to, 106 

Marriage of Quakers and Jews solemnized before 1837 in England, or 
1845 in Ireland, declared valid, 84 : see also Quakers, yews. 

Marriage, residence of the parties : see Residence. 

Marriages, place of worship may be registered for solemnizing, 39 ; new 
place of worship may be substituted for old, 41 ; form of ceremony 
and witnesses of marriage in registered building, 42 : see also Place 
of Worship. 

Marriages, Registrars of : see Registrar of Marriages ; Superintendent 
Registrar of Births and Deaths to be Superintendent Registrar 
of, 32 

Master of ship, duties of, as to registration of Births and Deaths at 
sea, 160 

Master of ship, meaning of, 163 

Master of workhouse to cause pauper's death to be registered, 144 

May Fair, record of baptisms and marriages at, 83 
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Medical attendant, or officer, to sign statement as to death of lunatic in 
licensed house, hospital, or asylum, 143, 144 

Medical practitioner, certificate of death of, to whom to be sent, 144 ; 
forms of certificates of cause of death to be furnished to, 150 ; how- 
such forms are to be filled up and entered, 151 

Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, penalties and definitions in, 162, 163 

Metropolitan district, fees for registration of births and deaths in, to be 
repaid firom common poor fund, 12 

Militia, power to alter subdivisions of counties, for furnishing quotas o^ 
94 ; information as to, to be given to lieutenants of counties, 94 

Minister to be furnished with marriage register books, 12 ; to keep 
registers in duplicate, 13 ; fee for making duplicate entry, 66 ; to 
send copies of entries to Superintendent Registrar, 15 ; or to another 
Registrar to be forwarded to him, 67 ; to tulow searches in registers 
on pa3rment of fee, 16 ; may ask parties married particulars to be 
registered, 20 

Minister, saving of rights of, to fees for baptisms, 26 

Minister to solemnize marriages according to rubric, 31 

Minister, indictment of, for refusing to marry, 33 ; to perform mar- 
riages in licensed chapel as in parish church, 4JS ; fees to him for such 
marriages, 47 ; to transmit registers to incumbent of parish church on 
revocation of licence of chap^, 49 

Minister, consent of, to solemnization of marriages in registered build- 
ing, "5 

Minister to sign certificate of registry of name of child that he has 

baptized, 143 
Minors, declaration of consent to marriage of, 106 
Mint, record of baptisms and marriages at, 83 
Mother of child, when to sign certificate of name, 143 
Mother of illegitimate child, when to sign register, 142 
Mother, when notice of child being put in same coffin with another body 

to be given to, 150 

Name of child, or alteration of name, registration of, 142 ; certificate 

of, I43» 172 

Name of Registrar to be placed on door of his office, 155 

Neglect of duty by Registrars, penalty, 21 

Neglect of guardians to appoint Registrar, 62 ; to provide register 
office, 64 

New-bom child, found exposed, particulars to be given to Registrar, 139 

Non-parochial registers, deposit of, in General Register Office, 75, 131 ; 
identification of, 76 ; lists of, 76, 77, 132 ; search of, 77, 132 ; fees 
for search, 77, 132 ; to be received in evidence, 77, 132 ; to be pro- 
duced on trials, etc., 77, 132 ; exception as to those in r^stiy of 
Bishop of London, 77 ; fees, how to be accounted for, 78, 132 ; 
wilful injury or forgery of, 78, 132 ; notice of intention to produce on 
trials, '&0, 81, 132 ; use of in evidence, 79-82, 132 

Notice of appeal to quarter sessions, 25 

Notice Uiat banns may be published, to be placed in licensed chapel, 
68 
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Notice of disuse of certified place of worship, 98 

Notice of intention to produce extracts from non-parochial registers on 

' trials, 80, 81, 132 

Notice of marriage : see Marriage^ Notice of. 

Notice, preliminary to information as to death, 146 

Notice of death. Registrar to give certificate of having received, 148 

Notice that coffin contains more than one body, 150 

Notices as to births and deaths may be sent by post, 166 

Oaths, authority to administer, 67 

Occupier, definition of, 169 

Occupier of house, when to give information as to birth therein, 138 ; 

as to death, 144 
Offences under Births and Deaths Registration Acts, prosecution of, 

153; costs, how to be defrayed, 153; limitation of prosecutions, 168 
Offences : see also Penalty, 
Office of Superintendent Registrar, constructive situation of, 7, 61 ; 

marriages may be contracted at, 43 ; of Registrar and deputies, 154 ; 

in unions under Local Acts, 157 
Officers, etc., for General Register Office, appointment and salaries of, 

2 ; regulations as to their duties, how to be made, 3 
Option to parties to be married in chapel or in parish church, 48 
Orders of Local Government Board and Registrar General as to forms, 

'167 
Overseer, Registrar may be appointed, 63 
Owner, consent of, to marriage in registered building, 115 

Parents to give information as to birth, 138 : see Father^ Mot/Ur, 

Parish church, option to be married in, or in chapel, 48 

Parish clerk taking improper fees, 17 

Parish registers, who to have custody of, 19, 20 

Parishes, extra-parochial places to be deemed, for certain purposes, 

128 
Parishes, formation of, into temporary districts, 8 
Parliament, abstracts of registers to be laid before, 3 ; orders of Local 

Government Board and Registrar General to be laid before, 167 
Parochial offices, exemption of registrars from, 63 
Particular search in register, 18; fees for, 18, 189; meaning of, 167 
Particulars as to births and deaths, what required to be registered, 168 ; 

as to those at sea, 1 74 
Particulars of death and finding of jury to be sent by coroner to Registrar 

after inquest, 147 
Passenger ships, births and deaths on board, record of, 160 
Patient (lunatic), registration of death of, in licensed house or hospital, 

143 ; in county lunatic asylum, 144 
Patron of church, consent of, to bishop's licence, 46 ; appeal of, again >t 

licence, 48 
Pauper, duty of master of workhouse in case of death of, 144 
Penalties for using false seals, etc., 21 ; forgiving false information, 21 ; 

for not registering births, deaths, or marriages, 21 
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Penalties on Registrars for neglect of dnty, 21 ; for losing or injuring 
registers, 21 ; for transmitting false copies of, or concealing, etc.» 
registers, 23 

Pen^ty for unduly solemnizing marriage, 51 ; for unduly issuing certi> 
ficate for marriage, 53 ; for not sending certified copy of register to 
Superintendent R^strar, 14, 66 ; application of, 67 

Penalty for false declarations a$ to residence of parties to be married, 
72 ; for making false declaration to accompany notice of marriage, 
107 ; to procure marriage, 1 19 

Penalty for unduly registering birth after lapse of three or twdve 
months, 141 ; for unduly registering death after twelve months, 147 ; 
none for fa^ng to attend coroner's inquest, or to give information, 
148 ; for not delivering coroner's order or Registrar's certificate to 
person performing burial, 149 ; for not giving notice on performing 
burial service without order or certificate, 149 ; for contravention m 
provisions as to burial of still-bom children, 150 ; as to burial of 
more than one body in the same coffin, 150 ; for not giving medical 
certificate of cause of death to Registrar, 151 

Penalty on Registrar for not registering birth or death, 158 ; for loang 
or injuring registers, 158 

Penalty with r^ard to r^stration of births and deaths at sea, 162 

Penalty under Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, recovery of, 162 

Penalty for not giving information, or complying with requisitions, 
under Registration of Births and Deaths Acts, 165 ; for making 
false statements or giving false information to Registrar, 165 ; under 
Registration of Births and Deaths Acts, recovery of, 168. 

Penny stamp to be stamped on certificates of registry, 17 

Perjury, persons giving false information liable to poialties for, 21 ; for 
purpose of procuring marriage, 72 

Place of birth or death, how to be entei^ in register, 58 

Place of worship,' registration of, for solemnization of marriage, 39 ; 
substitution of new place of worship on removal of congregation, 41 

Place of worship of Dissenters, registration of, 91, 90 ; of Roman 
Catholics, 96 ; of Jews, 97 ; how to be recorded, 98 ; fee for certifi- 
cate, 98 ; notice of disuse, 98 ; list of, to be printed, 99 ; exemption 
from Charitable Trusts Act, 1853, 100 ; Act not to affect churches of 
Established Church, loti ; fee for certificate that place is certified and 
recorded, 102 ; evidence of certification, 102 ; form of certificate, 
103 ; of certificate of disuse of place, 104 

Place of worship of one of the parties, marriage may be solemnized in, 
117 

Police station, list of Registrars to be kept at, 155 

Poor Law Commissioners, formation of temporary districts by, 8 

Poor Law Commissioners, officers of unions, &c., dismissed by, dis- 
qualification of, 6 

Populous places, chapels may be licensed for marriages in, 46 ; revoca- 
tion of licence, 49 ; appeal against licence, 47 ; marriages in such 
chapels to be reflated as those in parish church, 48; option to 
parties to be mamed in parish church, 48 

Post, notices and other documents may be sent by, 166 
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Prescribed, meaning of the word, 169 

Proclamation of banns in Scotland, certificate of, 113 • 

Proof of birth, death, or marriage, sealed or stamped, certificate to be, 
18 ; of marriage, 19 ; of non-parochial registers, what to be sufficient, 
79 ; of observance of certain provisions of Registration Acts not re-> 
quired to establish validity of marriage, 119; of statements in mar- 
riage notice not to be required, 71 : see also Evidence, 

Property acquired through fraudulent marriage, forfeiture of, 119 

Prosecutions, limitations of, 53, 72, 168 ; by Superintendent Registrar, 
153 ; costs of, 153 ^ 

Protestant Dissenters : see Dissenters, 

Public documents, evidence of, 19 

Public institution, meaning of, 169 ; no fee for registering birth at, 140,; 
or death at, 147 

Publication of banns in licensed chapel, 68 ; how, when parties reside 
in different districts, 68 ; in extra-parochial place, bishop may autho- 
rize, 129 

Publication of dismissal of Registrars and Superintendent Registrars, 6 ; 
of formation of Registrars' districts, 4 

Publication of notice of marriage, 105, 108, 109, III; how banns may 
be published in licensed chapels, 68 

Publication of registry of place of worship for marriages, 40 ; and of 
cancellation of registry, 42 ; of revocation of bishop's licence to 
chapel, 49 

Publication of orders of Local Government Board and Registrar General, 
167 

Quakers, marriage register books fbi:, to whom to be furnished, 12 ; 
form of marriage register for, 13 ; marriages of, may be according to 
their own usages, 32 ; notice of marriage of, to be given to Super- 
intendent Registrar, 32 ; exemption of, from restrictions as to resi- 
dence of parties to be married, 72 ; marriages o^ solemnized before 
1837 in England, or 1845 in Ireland,* declared valid, 84 ; marriage 
of, by licence, 120 ; how, where both parties are not members pf the 
Society, 135 ; how, where neither party is a member, 137 

Quarter sessions, appeal to, against conviction, 25 

Quarterly accounts to be made by Registrars, 1 1 ; certificated of births 
and deaths registered, 14 

Quotas of militia, power to alter subdivisions of counties for furnishing, 94 

Record of certified places of worship, 97, 98 ; cancellation of, 100 

Records at General Register Office, list of, 200 

Recovery of fees improperly taken, 17; of fees by Registrars and 

Superintendents, 155 ; of penalties under Registration of Births and 

Deaths Acts, 168 
Rector : see Minister, 
Refusal to deliver up register boxes, books, etc., punishment for, 10 ; 

to register, penalty, 21, 158 ; to marry, indictment of clergyman for, 

33 ; to issue marriage licence or certificate by Superintendent Regis- 
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trar, appeal against, 37 ; to send certified copy of register to Super- 
intendent Registrar, 67 ; to attend inquest and give information, 
when no penalty for, 14S ; to give information or comply with re- 
quisitions, penalties, 165, 166 

Register books to be provided, 10 ; for births and deaths, to be furnished 
to Superintendent Registrars, 11 ; for marriages, to whom to be fur- 
nishea, 12 ; searches in, to be permitted, 16 ; fees for searches, 16 ; 
indexes of, 157 ; boxes to be provided for, 9, 158 

R^;ister office, general : see General Register Office. 

Register office, marriage at, may be supplemented by religious cere- 
mony of church, 115 ; to be provided in each union, 6 ; guardians 
may borrow money for the purpose, 63 ; how if they neglect to pro- 
vide office, 64 ; temporary office, 7, 158 ; offices in unions under 
local Acts, 157 ; expenses of, how defrayed, 158 ; how in united 
imions, 158 

Registered building for marriages, 39 ; substitution of new for old, 41 ; 
whose consent necessary for use of, 42 ; how when there is none in 
district in which one of the parties resi es, 71 

Registered church or chapel, appropriation of fees, etc, of incumbent 
and clerk of, 47 

Registers, annual abstract of, to be sent to Local Government Board 
and laid before Parliament, 3; Superintendent Registrar to have 
custody of them, 7 ; boxes to be provided for keeping, 9, 158 ; to be 
transferred on removal of Registrar, 10 ; on union of districts, 60 ; 
copies of, to be sent to General Register Office, 16 ; fees for such 
copies, 16, 18 ; cost of strong-room for deposit of, 7 ; forging and 
altering, penalty, 22 ; correction of accidental errors in, 22, 159 ; 
indexes o^ 18 ; searches of indexes, 18 ; list of registers and records at 
General Register Office, 200 

Registers, non-parochial : see Non-parochial Registers, 

Registers of baptisms and burials to be kept as before Registration Act, 
25 ; of births, form of, 27 ; of deaths, form of, 28 ; of marriages, 
form of, 29 ; of births and deaths, form of certificate on copy of, 30 ; 
penalty for injuring or losing, 158 ; correction of errors in, 22, 159 ; 
of births, deaths, and marriages, copies of entries in, to be sent to 
Superintendent Registrars, 45, 65 ; penalty for not sending, 66 ; may 
be sent to a Registrar under the Superintendent Registrar, 67 

Register of marriages : see Marriage Register Books. 

Registrar General to be appointed, 2 ; power to remove, 2 ; to appoint 
officers, clerks, and servants, 2 ; salary of, 2, 133 ; regulations as to 
duties of, how to be made, 3 ; when to appoint Superintendent 
Registrar, 5 ; may unite or divide districts, 59, 61 ; to appoint 
Registrars if guardians neglect to do so, 62 ; may appoint assistant 
to act for him during illness, 62 ; may appoint Registrars of mar^ 
riages, 117; to limit number of Registrars of marriages, 64 ; to 
furnish information to lieutenants of counties as to men liable to 
serve in militia, 94 ; certificate of frivolous caveat by, to be evidence, 
58 ; circular of, as to Registration Act, 1874, 182 

Registrar, definition of, 170 ; duties of, how to be regulated, 3; how 
appointed, 4 ; qualification of, 4 ; exemption of, from parochial and 
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corporate offices, 63 ; remuneration of, 11, 157 ; quarterly accounts 
of, II, 157 ; publication of dismissal of, 6; books, etc., to be trans- 
ferred on removal of, 10 ; neglect of duty by, penalty, 21, 158 • 

Registrar, interim, who to be, 154 

Registrar, Superintendent : see Superintendent Registrar ; his certificate 
may be used instead of banns, 69 * 

Registrar, temporary appointment of, 8 

Registrar of marriages, how appointed, 39 ; Registrar General may 
appoint, 117; they may appoint deputies, 118; nimiber of, how to 
be fixed, 64 ; remuneration of, 4 ; to register marriages solemnized 
before them, 44 ; fees for such marriages, 44 ; may ask particulars of 
parties to be married, 51 

Registrars, collection of notices, certificates, etc., by, 67 ; to attest 
declarations accompanying notices of marriage, 106 

Registrar of diocese to send list of licensed chapels to Register Office, 50 

Registrar of Quakers to be supplied with marriage register book, 
12 ; duty of, 13 ; may ask parties married particulars to be registered, 
20 

Registrar of marriages in India, duties of, 87 

Registrar of births and deaths to give certificates of registry or ndtice of 
deaths, 148 ; to be furnished with forms of certificates of cause of 
death,. and to give them to medical practitioners, 150, 151 ; to have 
office or station, 154 

Registrars, list of, to be kept at workhouse and police station, 155 

Registrars, table of fees for, 155, 173 ; how recoverable, 155 ; to trans- 
mit returns as to deaths to sanitary authorities, 155 

Registrar's districts, how to be formed, 3 ; several may be united, 6 ; 
extra-parochial places may be included in, 58, 59 ; union of, 59 ; 
division of, 61 ; alteration of, 151 ; what compensation may be 
awarded, 152 ; to be called sub-districts, 152 

Registrar's offices : see Register Office, 

Registration of births and deaths, quarterly certificates of, 14 ; of 
births, within what time to be made, 138 ; to be made gratis, 140 ; 
how to be made after lapse of three months from birth, 140 ; 
how, after twelve months, 141 ; how, in case of removal of persons 
giving information, 141 ; how, in case of illegitimate child, 142 ; 
of births and deaths, penalty on Registrar for neglect, 158; of 
births and deaths in workhouse, 12 ; at sea, 160 ; of death and cause 
of death, 143 ; how, in case of lunatics, 143, 144 ; information to 
be given to Registrar, 144, 145 ; default in giving information, 146 ; 
when Registrar entitled to fee for, 147 ; how to be made after lapse 
of twelve months, 147 ; Registrar to give certificates of registry or 
notice of death, 148 ; notice to be given on performing burial service 
without such certificate, 149 

Registration of marriages, forms for, 13 ; fee for, 13 ; attestation of, 
13, 14 ; quarterly certificates of, 15 

Registration of marriages before Registrars, 44 ; of marriages in India, 
87 ; of marriages, wnere one of the parties resided in Ireland, 113 ; 
of name or alteration of name of child, 142 

Registration of place of worship for solemnizing marriages, 39 ; fee 

Q 
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for, 40 ; evidence of, 40 ; how if congregation remove to new place 
of worship, 41 ; fee in such case, 42 ; of place of worship of Dis- 
senters, 92, 96 ; of Roman Catholics, 69, 96 ; of Jews, 97 ; how to 
be recorded, 97, 98 ; fee for certificate, 98 ; cancellation of caH- 
ficate, 100 

Registry of Bishop of London, exception as to records in, 77 

Regulations as to duties of Registrar General's officers, clerks, and 
servants, how to be made, 3 

Relative, meaning of, 169 

Relatives of deceased person to give information to Registrar, 144, 145 

Religious ceremony of marriage may be used after marriage at Re- 
gistry Offibe, 115 ; not to be used at the Registry Office, ^ 

Removal from office : see Dismissal, 

Removal of congregation, new place of ivorship may be registered for 
solemnizing marriages on, 41 ; fee in such case, 42 

Removal of person giving information of birth, registry in case of, 141 

Remuneration of Registrars, 11, 157 

Rent of temporary register office, how paid, 158 

Repeal of Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 171 ; table of Acts 
repealed, 175 

Reputation, acquiring new surname by, 107 

Requisitions as to births and deaths may be sent by post, 166 

Residence of parties to be married, restrictions as to, 68, 71-73 ; de- 
claration as to, 106 ; in different districts, notice of marriage by 
licence in case of, 109 ; of one of the parties in Ireland, notice of 
marriage without licence in case of, 109 ; of one of the parties in 
England when marriage takes place in Ireland, 112 ; of .one of the 
parties in Scotland, proclamation of banns in such case, 113; licence 
for marriage in district in which neither party resides, 116, 117; 
proof of, when unnecessary, 119 

Residence of Registrars and deputies, 154 

Return as to proposed attendances and offices, form of, 185 

Returns of certified places of worship, searches in, 122 ; fees, 123 

Returns as to deaths to be sent to Local Government Board and laid 
before Parliament, 3 ; and to be transmitted by Registrars to sani- 
tary authorities, 155 

Returns of births and deaths at sea, 160 ; as to births and deaths may 
be sent by post, 166 

Revocation of licence to chapel for marriages, 49 

Rights, existing, to grant marriage licences, saving of, 31 ; to receive 
fees on marriages, saving of, 47 

Roman Catholic chapel, when it may be registered for celebration of 
marriages, 69 

Roman Catholic places of worship, to be certified to Registrar General, 
96 ; how to be recorded, 97, 98 ; fee for certificate, 98 ; what con- 
sent required for marriage in, 115 

Royal Family exempt from provisions of 6 & 7 Wm. 4, c. 85, 54 

Rubric, rules of, to continue to be observed, 31 

Rules : see Regulations, 

Rules of rubric to continue to be observed, 31 
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Rules as to reception in evidence of non-parochial registers, how to 
, be made, 82 ; by whom to be made, 82 

Salary of Registrar General, and officers, clerks, and servants of 
General Register Office, how to be fixed, 2 

Salary of Registrar General, power to increase, 133 

Sanitary authorities, returns as to death to be transmitted to, by Re- 
gistrars, when required, 155 

Saving of provisions of Acts previous to 1856, 120 

Scale of fees for entries by Registrars, i \ : see also Fees. 

School Boards, how particulars ofbirthof child may be obtained by, 156 

Schools, managers and inspectors of, may obtain particulars as to birth 
of child, 156 

Scotch Marriage Acts, 180 

Scotch subject, being parent of child bom at sea, or dying at sea, 
return to be sent to Registrar General for Scotland, 161 

Scotland, certificate of proclamation of banns in, 113 

Sea» registration of name of child bom at, 143 ; registration of births 
and deaths at, 160; particulars to be registered, 174 

Sea-shore, annexed to adjoining parish, 59 

Seal of General Register Office, 18 ; to be stamped on certificates, 18 ; 
on extracts from non-parochial registers, 78 ; on extracts from returns 
of certified places of worship, 123 ; forgery of, 20, 78 

Sealed certificates of registry to be evidence, 18 

Search warrant for books, register boxes, etc., 10 

Searches in register books to be allowed, 16 ; fees for, i6 ; how to be 
conducted, 17; general and particular, 18; fees for, 17, 18, 189; 
meaning of, 167 ; of non-parochial registers, 77, 132 ; fees for, 77, 
132 ; in returns of certified places of worship, 123 ; fees, 123 ; in 
indexes of register books, 157 ; fee for, 157 

Secretary of State (now Local Government Board), or Registrar General 
with his consent, to regulate duties of officers, 3 ; to direct mode of 
keeping registers at general registry office, 16 ; to send marriage re- 
gister books to British consuls, 85 ; registers of marriages solemnized 
abroad to be sent to, 85, 86 ; may authorize inquiries as to non-paro- 
chial registers, 132 

Secretary of West London Synagogue of British Jews to be furnished 
with marriage register book, 121 

Security to be given by Superintendent Registrar before granting 
marriage licences, 36 

Servants, &c., for General Register Office, appointment and salaries of, 
2 ; regulations as to their duties, how to be made, 3 

Session clerk in Scotland, his certificate of proclamation of banns, 113 

Ship, birth or death on board, record of, 160 

Ship, Her Majesty's, definition of, 163 ; returns to be given by captain 
of, 162 

Shore of sea, annexation of, to adjoining parish, 59 

Signature to document, forgery of, 20 

Signing false copies of registers, penalty, 23 

Society of Friends ; see Quakers, 
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Solemnization of marriages, registration of place of worship for, 39 ; 
substitution of new place of worship for old, 41 ; fees, 41, 42 ; form of 
ceremony and witnesses, 42 ; at Superintendent Registrar's office, 43 ; 
chapels in populous places may be licensed for, 46 ; revocation of the 
licence, 49 

Solemnization of marriages, penalty for undue, 51 ; voidance of mar- 
riages unduly solemnized, 53 ; penalty on Superintendent Registrar 
for undue, 57 

Solemnizing marriage which would be void, when a felony, 38 

Special licence for marriage, 3 1 

Stamp on certified copy of register, 17 ; non-parochial register, 78 ; 
punishment for forging stamps, 20 ; on certificate of birth, death, or 
marriage, 189 

Stamp duty, exemption of certain appointments and of copies of regis- 
ters from, 9, 17 ; on marriage licences, 35 

Stamped certificates of registry to be evidence, 18 

Statement to be made on death of lunatic, 143, 144 

Station^, Registrars and deputies to have, 154; form of return as to, 

185 
Still-bom child, burial of, 149 ; body of deceased child not to be 

buried as if it were, 149 ; medical certificate or declaration that 
child was, 149 ; coroner's order for burial of, 149 ; penalty for con- 
travention of provisions as to, 150 ; penalty for representing deceased 
child to have been, 166 

Still-bom child, body of, placed with another in same coffin, notice with 
regard to, 150 

Strong-rooms for deposit of registers, cost of, 7 

Sub-districts, Registrars' districts to be called, 152 

Substitution of new for old place of worslup for solemnizing marriages, 
41 ; fee for, 42 

Summary Jurisdiction Acts, definition of, 169 

Summary Jurisdiction, Court of, defined, 170 

Superintendent Registrar, definition of, 170 ; duties of, how to be regu- 
lated, 3 ; appointment of, by guardians, 4 ; of marriages, lapse of 
appointment of, 4 ; clerk to guardians may be, 4, 5 ; how when there 
are two clerks, 62 ; publication of dismissal of, 6 ; to have care of 
registers, 7 ; constructive situation of his office, 7, 61 ; temporary 
appointment of, 8 ; register books for births and deaths to be fur- 
nished to, II; to verify and sign Registrars' quarterly accounts, 1 1 ; 
certificates of registration of births and deaths to be sent to, 14; of 
registration of marriages, 15 > to send certified copies of all registers 
to General Register Office, 16 ; of births and deaths in unions, etc., 
to be Superintendent Registrar of marriages, 32 ; notice of marriage, 
when to be given to, 32 ; to keep book of such notices, 34 ; may 
grant licences for marriage, 35 ; to make returns of licences granted, 
36 ; t<J give security before granting licences, 36 ; restrictions as to 
the licences, 36; duty of, when caveat lodged against grant of 
licence, 37 ; may appoint registrars of marriages, 39 ; marriages may 
be contracted at office of, 43 ; penalty for unduly solemnizing mar- 
riage or issuing licence, 57; union of districts under One, 59; to pay 
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fee to clergyman for making marriage registers in duplicate, 66 ; 
how reimbursed, 66 ; duty of, as to certified places of worship, 97 ; 
to attest declarations accompanying notices of marriages, 106 ; to ex- 
pose notice of marriage without licence in his office, 108 ; to issue 
certificate of such notice, 108 ; form of certificate, 126 ; how to issue 
licences for marriage, 114 ; form of licence, 126 ; may issue licences 
for marriages of Quakers and Jews, 120; prosecutions by, 153; costs, 
how to be defrayed, 153 ; to appoint deputy, 153 ; who is to be in- 
terim Registrar on deatib, etc., of Superintendent, 154 ; fees to, 155, 
173 ; how recoverable, 155 ; to keep indexes of register books, 157 ; 
to give certified copies of entries on payment of fee, 157 

Supposititious child, fraudulent registration of birth of, 138 

Surname, change of, 107 
^ Surrogate, saving of right of, to grant marriage licence, 31 
' S3magogue, secretary of, to be supplied with marriage register books, 
12 ; duty of with regard to registration, 13 ; may ask parties married 
partictdars to be registered, 20 

Synagogue of British Jews, marriage register books for, 121 

Table of fees to Registrars and Superintendent Registrars, 173 
Table of repealed Acts, 175 ; of Marriage Confirmation Acts, 177 
Temporary register office, 7, 158; registration districts, formation of, 

8 ; dissolution of, 9 ; Registrars and Superintendent Registrars, 

appointment of, 8 ; vacation of office of, 9 
Time allowed for search of registers, 17 
Treasury to appoint officers, clerks, etc., for general registry office, 2 ; 

to fix salaries of Registrar General, of officers, etc., 2 ; to provide 

register office if guardians neglect, 64 ; may establish general 

register office wherever they think fit, 89 
Treasury, definition of, 163 

Unbaptized child, registration of name of, 143 ; certificate of name. 

Union, definition of, 169 

Union of districts under one Superintendent Registrar, 59, 151 ; ex- 
tension of provisions as to, 152 ; transfer of register boxes, etc., on, 
60 

Unions may be united into one Superintendent Registrar's district, 6 ; 
maybe divided into separate register districts, 61 ; register offices to 
be provided in, 6 ; fees for entries by Registrars, how to be charged 
in, 12 ; common fund of, registration fees for births and deaths 
in workhouse to be charged on, 12 

Unions under I<ocal Acts, guardians of, to provide register offices, 

157 
Unions, united, expenses of register office in, how defrayed, 158 

United Kingdom, meaning of, 163 

Usual place of worship of one of the parties, marriage may be solem- 
nized in, 117 

Validity of marriage, non-observance of certain provisions of Regis- 
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tration Acts not to impair, 119 ; of marriage of Quakers, evidence of, 

135 
Verifying false copies of registers, penalty, 23 

Vexatiously entering caveat against licence or certificate, 51 ; Registrar- 
General's certificate is evidence of, 58 
Vicar : see Minister. 
Voidance of marriages unduly solemnized, 53 

Warrant to bring up person refusing to deliver books, register boxes, 
etc., 10; to search for books, register boxes, etc., 10; of commit- 
ment, not. to be void for want of form, 25 

Waterloo Subscription Fund Act, 181 

Watermark in certificates for marriage, 34 

Welsh language, use of, at marriages, 65 

West London S3aiagogue of British Jews, marriage register books for, 
121 

Witnesses to sign marriage register, 14, 45 ; to marriage in registered 
building, 42 ; to marriage in foreign country, 85 

Workhouse, construction, situation of, 12 ; registration of births and 
deaths in, 12 ; fees for such registration, 12 ; registration of death of 
pauper in, 144 ; list of Registrars to be kept at, 155 

Worship, place of: see Place of Worship, 
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